Dogon Mediopassive and Causative
Mediopassive vs. Transitive (forms)

A number of Dogon languages have a derivational suffix of the general shape -yv- (v = some vowel), often specifically -yE-, that we may call Mediopassive. It is often opposed to another form of the same verb with a suffix -rv-. For lack of a better term, we call the latter Transitive. It should be noted that verbs with Mediopassive -yv- may be syntactically transitive ('X hold Y', 'X wear Y') as long as the theme is held or worn by the agent. "Transitive" should be understood as indexing the existence of a supplemental theme beyond the minimal frame required by the verbal semantics.

Mediopassive
Transitive
language


-yE-/-yi-
-rE-/-ri-, -lE-/-li-
Najamba

-yi-
-ri-
Nanga


-ye-/-yi-/-yu-
-re--ri-/-ru-
Beni (few examples)


Jamsay has a minor Causative allomorph -rv- (v = any vowel) that is cognate to the *‑rv- reflected in the Transitive forms above, but the corresponding intransitives are unsuffixed. Tabi-Sarinyere has two or three similar examples of Causative ‑rv-.

Mediopassive vs. Transitive (semantics)

The Mediopassive/Transitive alternation is especially productive in Najamba. The Mediopassive suffix is de rigueur in a) intransitive stance or other position verbs ('sit', 'stand', 'tilt', 'be suspended', etc.); b) transitive verbs of wearing or putting garments on oneself ('put a hat on [oneself]', 'etc.); and c) transitive verbs of holding or carrying something on one's own body ('carry [sth] on one's back', etc.). Counterparts with the Transitive suffix are a) causative-like stance verbs ('seat [sb]', 'erect [sth]', 'tilt [sth]', 'suspend [sth]', etc.); b) ditransitive verbs of putting a garment on someone else ('put a hat on [sb]', etc.); and c) ditransitive verbs of placing something so that it is supported by someone else ('put [sth] on the back of [sb]', etc.).


In several other northern Dogon languages, a cognate Mediopassive/Transitive suffixal alternation exists, including at least stance verbs, but in most cases the alternation does not have the unfettered productivity of the Najamba suffixes. In Jamsay, however, there is no Mediopassive suffix, and the few remaining cases with a segmentable -rv- suffix pattern as a minor causative type (e.g. ijE- 'stand, stop' versus iji-rE- 'arrest, detain', both verbs H-toned).

Causative


Each language has a productive Causative derivational suffix, converting input verbs (most often but not exclusively intransitive) to causative verbs. "v" = variable vowel.

language
productive Caus
minor Caus allomorphs


Jamsay
-wv-
-nv-, -gv- (-Nv-), -rv-



Najamba
-m
-ndi-, -gi-

Tabi-Sarinyere
-mv-, -kv-, -m-kv-
-rv-


Nanga
-mi-
-ri-


Beni
-wv-
-lv-/-rv-, -gi-

The Fulfulde Causative suffix -in- occurs in a number of loanwords especially in northern (northeastern and northwestern) Dogon country. In those cases where both an underived verb and the causative have been borrowed, a dimly identifiable -in- (or resegmented -nE-) Causative suffix might be said to exist in Dogon languages. Example: jaNgi 'X study', jaNginE 'Y teach X'.
Irregular causative 'take out'


language
'go out'
'take out' (Causative)

Jamsay
goo- (H)
gOOⁿ- (<LH>)


Najamba
gwe- /goe-/ (H)
go-m- (<LH>)

Tabi-Sarinyere
go- (H)
guNo- (LH)


Nanga
goo- (<LH>)
gondo- (LH)

Beni
go- (H)
golo- (LH)
Irregular causative 'take down'


language
'go down'
'take down' (Causative)

Jamsay
sugo- (HH)
sunu-No- (HHH)

Najamba
sugi- (HH)
sugo-ndi- (HHH)

Tabi-Sarinyere
sigo- (HH)
sito- (HH)


Nanga
sige- (HH)
sinde- (HH)

Beni
siye- (HH)
sile- (HH)
