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Beni Text 2005-1.1 
 
O: ji@njE$ u@ jE&̆ $ 
I: a$wa@˘ 
O: jâm 
I: jâm sa$y 
O: ka@nja@-ka@nja$ 
I: a$lha@mdu$ru$lâ˘y 
O: ta$˘re@ 
I: jâm 
O: jâm sa$y 
I: [î˘ nu$̆ ] sE@̆ w dE$r<E$-bç@ 
O: a$lha@mdu$ru$lâ˘y 
I: ta$̆ re@ 
O: bi$ra@̆  
I: â˘ 
O: n$se@̆ 1 
I: i$ni$r<i$̆ -ga&y$< yE$̆ -y$ 
O: <xxx> bi$si@mi@la$ 
I: wo@̆ di$, i$ni$r<i$˘-ga&y$< ma$˘nda$y, kç$̆ < tu@mdu@-m$, [u$su@ su@y<ç$y] dç@˘-rE$ de$, [nu&̆  mâ˘] 

te@ge@-yE$, [nu$ kâ˘<’m wôy] ye@-m$, [yu^̆  pa$Na$nu^m] ji@jE$⇒ ye@-yE$, ga&m bu@̆ du$ pE@r’pE@ru@ 
je@’yE$, [[ya&-m ku$] mâ˘] ni@-yE$, [n$je@ ni@̆ wo$]≡m$, [[E@r<E@ pi@r<a$’nç$-y] ni$̆ wo$]≡m$, 

  [bu@˘du$ ku@]≡m$, [si@kç@rç$ E@wE@-w$ de$] [[pi@r<a$ wo$] ga&y< nç@-m$], [je$su@ ku$] 
ce@̆ le@-m$, yi@-m i$ri$-nî˘ bE$rE@ a@ra@-m$, [ya&̆  ku$ ya$] ga&m i$sâ˘ je@-yE$, sa&mna$ je@-yE$, nE&m 
je@-yE$, ku$nu^m— pu$ru$-ku$num̂ je@-yE$, [N$gu@ do$2 wôy] [[ya&-m ku$] ma^̆ ], a&y ni@-yE$, 
E@r<E@ ya$⇑, [ku@ wo@] [[[a@ m@bô˘] n)E$y] [ku@ n)ây] bi$rE@ n)E@-m$], 

  [lo$ na@y] hal̂ lo@ [[u$su@ pE@-ni$y<i$̆ ] dç$-y], ya$-yo@̆ 3 E@sE@̆ -rE$ de$⇑, [ku@ n)ây] da@na@y 
go@-m$, N$gu≡̂m⇑, [[i$ni$r<i$-ga&y$< ku$] ma@̆ nda$y]≡∅ 

 
Beni Text 2005-1.2 
 
S: [i$ni$r<î˘ ku$], [a$Nây n)a$y] i$ni$r<i$̆ -ga&y$< bE$rE@̆ -ra$̆ -w$, [yi@-m i@ni$r<i$̆ ] [a$Nây n)a$y] bE$rE@˘-ra$̆ -w$ 
O: i$ni$r<i$̆ -ga&y$<, mç$̆ li@̆ -y$, [[u$su@ su@y<ç$y] dç@̆ -rE$ de$] [mç$̆ lu$ na@y] i$ni$r<î˘ ga&̆ <-y$ 
S: [yi@-m i@ni$r<i$˘ ku$] [a$Nây n)a$y] bE$rE@˘-ra$˘-w$, i$ni$r<î˘ ku@, [[a$mâ˘n i$ni$r<i$̆ ] Na@y<i$̆  ga&y$< 

ja$˘<w<] [ku@ [a$Nây n)a$y] bE$rE@̆ -ra$̆ -w$] 
O: [Na@y<i$̆  ga&y$< ja$̆ <w<] [ku@ [yi@-m bç^˘] te@ge@-m$], [u@ i@ni$r<i$̆ ]—, [[[u@ yî-m] i$ni$r<i$̆ ] a$Naŷ 

a$Nây bu^˘ ga&<-w$< de$] jç@rç@-w$ ma$, [[[|yi&-m$4 i$ni$r<i$̆ ], a$ma@̆ nu$ bu^˘ ga&<-w$< de$] jç@rç@-y$, 
a@Na$y u@su@ri@-y$ 

S: a$su$w<E$-yi$tÊ˘ [ti$r<u@ bu^̆  je@-m$ ku$ ya$], [n$je@ gi$n5] jE@˘-ra$-w$-bç$ 
O: a$su$w<E$-yi$tÊ˘ [ti$r<u@ bu^̆  je@-m$ ku$] [ya$-yô-m [ku@ n)ây] go&̆ $ ta@lu@-m$], [ku@ n)ây] go&̆ $ 

ta@lu@-m$, hâl hâl [lo@-w$ de$] [u$su@ pE@-ni$y<i$˘], [a@r<a$-m≡∅ de@ ya$] [u$su@ pE@-ta$̆ n], xxx 
ya$-yô-m [ti$r<u@ wo@] lo@ bE@rE@-m$-n$do$, [ku@ gu$ni@] jE@̆ -ra$-w-bç$ 

                                                        
1 End of greeting sequence. 
2 do$ wôy, variant of da$< wôy. 
3 ya$-yo@̆  ‘40-day post-partum seclusion’ (Fr. quarantaine). Related forms: ya$-yô-m ‘woman in post-

partum seclusion’, Pl ya$-yô˘ (note falling tone). 
4 |yi&’m$ ‘my child’ 
5 gi&n, short for gi$ni@ ‘because of, for’. Other variants are gu&n and gu$ni@. Arguably related to the verb 

‘say’. 
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S: [[nu@w<o$y mo$̆ lu@ e@wye@ u^̆  na@̆ -ra$-w$ ku$], [ku@ ya$] [ku@ kç@rç$] n$jê˘≡∅ 
O: [[nu@w<o$y mo$˘lu@ î˘ e@wye@ na@̆ -ra$-w$ ku$] [kç$rç$ la&w$≡∅-ra$6] [a$su$w<E$-yî-m ku$] [E@r<E@ 

tu^̆ -bu$nu$Ngo$y7], bu^̆  [[â˘ ku$̆ ] ma$̆ ] [yE@-ma$ de$] [n)a@r<u$ wo$] [E@̆ <8 de@] [i$ni$r<i$̆ -ga&y$< 
de@ wôy], tê˘ si@ri@-yE$, cE$mnE@ cE@mnu@-yE$, sE@yâm, [yi@-m bE$rE@-jE@-y$] sE@yâm, [a$mâ˘n 
yi@-m bE$rE@-jÊ˘] [yi@-m na$r<a@-tî˘] [[jâm n)a$y] na$r<a@-tî˘] [[jâm n)a$y] su@sç@̆ -rE$] [ku@ 
sE@ya$m], [[ku@ cE@lE$-E$ru$-m] gu&n] yE&˘-ra$-w$— ka@̆ <-ra$-w-bç$ 

S: ç$<hç^̆  [[u@ ya@̆ ] ↓[do@̆ ru@ ya@˘]]9 
O: bi$ra@̆ ⇒ 
 
Beni Text 2005-1.3 
 
S: i@ye@ [[ya$˘ pE&̆ ] yE$-n@] [yâ˘ sE@wE$ ta@ra@-n@10], [[[da$w<a$ ko@̆ ro@] bu^̆  ka@<-m$ ba$y] yi@’y$’bE$-y$] 

[ku@ ya$] [[ku@ kç@rç$] n$jê˘] 
I: ya$-nç$r<u^˘, [ya$-nç$r<u@ gu&n] ka$y<-bç@ 
S: [ku@ ya$] [[[yi$-i$lâ-m ku$] mâ˘] ya@-nç$r<u$]11 ma$⇒ 
I: [ya$̆ -yî-m na$r<a@ so@-w$] wa$, [a$su$w<E$-yî-m mE$gE$ jç@rE@-yE$-b’a$˘] wa@, ya$-nç$r<u@’w$12 [nE@ 

a$su$w<E$-yî-m$ de$] [bu^̆  ç$Ngç$rç$]≡m$, ya$̆ -yî-m$≡m$13 de$, ya$-nç$r<u@’w$, [ku@ cE@mnE$] 
cE$mnu$-bç@ 

S: [yâ˘ ba$y [gu$su$ ko@̆ ro@-ko@̆ ro@] bu^̆  jE&-w$ ku$ ya$] [ku@ ya$] [[ku@ kç@rç$] n$jê˘] 
I: e$̆  nE@˘ ka$y, [ya$-nç$r<u@ mâ˘] [kç$̆ < mç$su@] ja$̆ w<, E$su@ [E@r<E@ mâ˘] ja$̆ w< ra@, [ku@ ni@̆ wo$] 

ba$ra@ jE& $̆-bç$ 
 
Beni Text 2005-1.4 
 
S: bê˘n [[î˘ i$se$̆ ] N$gu@ru$] ni^̆  [a$Nây n)a$y] ka$y<, a$Nây-a$Nây ka@̆ <-ra$-w$ 
I: nî˘ ku$, ta$Nga$-sô˘ a@Na$y tE$mbi$˘-y$, [[ku$yç@̆  î˘ tE@mbu@-w$ ku$] wo@], nî˘ ko@ro@-m$-bE$, [hal̂ 

nç@̆ -y$ de$] bi@ni@̆  go@-m$-bE$, bi@ni@̆  ya@ bu@, [mç$˘l na@y] [i$sê˘ wôy] [[po@Ngu@ ye&y] mç$̆ lu@ 
bç&y ba$r<a@̆ -w$ de$] lo@ ga$nji@-yE$, [ga$nji@̆ -y$ de$] i@ya$ yâ˘ nç@̆ -y$, [i@ya$ du$w<ç@˘’rE$ de$] 
[pi@ni@w<i@ ga$nji@̆ ’y$], ya^̆  nç@̆ ’y$ 

  [[i@ya$ de$] bo$lu@ si@ye@̆ -rE$ de$], ji@njE$ a$lba@rka$, [ma$ni$̆  N$gu@ wôy] nî˘ , yâ˘ yE& yâ˘ 
kç@wE@-yE$, [ku@ bu^˘ kâ-m ba$y] [dE@̆ -rE@˘-y$ gu$ni@], [î˘ ya$̆ ] dE@˘-r-a$̆  gu$ni@, ta$Na$sô˘ tç@rç$ 
u$rç@ si@ye@, [u$rç@ si@ye@] nu&m bu^̆ , [[ma$ni$̆  N$gu@ wo@] nî˘ jç@rç@˘-y$] [[ko&m-ku@gu@ru@ 
ga$nju$-r’a@̆ ] lo$˘-y$], ku@r<u$, pE@gE@̆  dE$˘-y$, [pE@gE@̆  dE$̆ -y$] [nî˘ go@-m$-n$do$], du$wç@-ti@̆ -y$,  

  i@ya$ pi@ni@w<u@ [ta$˘ la&w] nu@w<o$y [ba$lâ˘ da@̆ ], bE$rE@ so@̆ -y$, ba$lâ˘ ku$mta$wrâ˘, 
[dâm n)a$y] [u$su$-si@yE@-m$ wôy] a$su$w<E$-yi$tÊ˘, ta@-yE$, pE@gE@-yE$, to@ro@-yE$ [ba$ra$-mi$r<i@ 
n)ây] kç$˘<-kâ˘<, ka@y<⇒ dE@̆ -r-a$̆ , dç^m [kç$̆ < la&w ka$y] bE$l-li@̆ -y$,  

  i@ya$ nu@w<o$y⇑, [ta$Na$so^̆  ni$˘ ku$], du@wç@-m$-n$do$, [nu@w<o$y ka$y], ga$̆  [nî˘ ku$], 
lç@ƒç$, ç$̆ rç&y [î˘ ma$̆ ] ya@ so@-w@, [mç@̆ ƒç@ ka@<-m$] gu&˘<-ra$-w$-bç$⇒, [kç$˘<-ka@˘< ka@<-m$] 
gu&̆ <-ra$-w$-bç$⇒, [ku@ do$ wôy] [ku@ mâ˘] ya@ bu@, [nu&m ya$] [nu&m bu^˘], [ku@ ni@̆ wo$] 
[[[[ma$ni$̆  N$gu@] wo@] nî˘ jç@rç@-m$$ tu@nE@m14 î˘ bu@’w$ ku$] [[do$ wôy] ku@≡m$]] 

                                                        
6 Based on kç$rç$ la&w ‘another reason’. 
7 tu$̆ ’bu@nuN@go@y, ompound of tu&̆  ‘same-age group’ and bu@nu@Ngo@y or bu@nu@go@y ‘group, pack’. 
8 E@̆ < ‘yesterday’, variant E@y<. 
9 Lit., “you-Sg and fatigue.” Here  the second conjunct as a whole has lower pitch than the first 

(symbol ↓ before the second conjunct). 
10 ta@ra@’n@, variant of ta@ra@ ni@. 
11 Possessive tone, after a dative “possessor.” 
12 ‘it’s a co-wife’ (stem ya$’nç$r<u@). 
13 ‘it’s a girl’. Only one m is audible. 
14 tu@nE@m (progressive aspect marker). 
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S: [kç$˘< n$jê˘] [[ta$Na$sô˘ ma$̆ ] [nî˘ ku$] lç@ƒç$ ka@y< ni@] [ç$̆ rç&y [u^˘ ma$˘] ka@˘<-ra$-w$], 
[wo$-wa$y-i$̆ 15 so$-lo@]-w$ ma$⇒, ma$⇒ [ha$˘jE$ so$-lo@-w$] ma$⇒ [ga$nji$ bE$rE$-m$-n$do@]-w$ 

I: nu@w<o$y [nî˘ ku$] jo@ [a@ la@wa@-w$] [ku@ du@w<ç@-m$-n$do$], [ga$nji@ bE@rE@-m$-n$do@̆ -y$]-ra@˘, [jâ˘m 
de$] [ku@ du$w<ç@-w$ de$] ga$nji@-m$-bE$˘-y$, i@ye@ du$w<ç@̆ -ra$-ra@, ku@≡m$⇑, [[a$r<a$-gu@su@ 
pE$ri@-ye$y ba&̆ ] ka@y< ni@] [lç@ƒç$, pi$re@̆  e@wye@-so@-w$16] 

S: [o$mdo$̆  bu^̆  gi&˘<-ra$-w$ ku$ ne@y] ku@≡m$ mç@̆ ƒç@ ka@˘<-ra$-w [ku@ ne@y<] te@re$w ma$⇒ ma$˘ [nu&˘ 
tê-y]17 

I: a$, [a@Na$y te$ge$-bç@ ga@] [te@re$w gu&<y$ so@̆ -y$] [î˘ kç&y<] 
S: [[ni$̆  ku@]18≡m$-n$da@ de@] [[[u^˘ ma$˘] ni$̆  ç$̆ rç&y ga&<-m$] la&w]19 N$go@ ma@⇒ 
I: la&w yi$-ri@̆ -y$ ko$y 
S: [la&w wôy] N$go$ 
I: la&w N$go$, [xxx ku@ nç@̆ -ra$˘-y$] [[ni$̆  la&w] so$-lo@̆ -y$] 
S: bê˘n [[ta$̆  ku@]’n$] u^˘ hç@̆ lE@ so@-w$] [[u^˘ i$se$̆ ] ku@’n$] ku@ [ku@≡m$ sa$y] 
I: [nu@w<o$y ka$y] ku@≡m$, [[ku@≡m$]-nda@ de@] [[ta$̆  la&w wôy] so$-lo@̆ -y$] 
 
Beni Text 2005-1.5 
 
O: nu@w<o$y [ta$Na$sô˘ ku$] [a@ ku^̆  ma$̆ ], [lç@ƒç$ E$si@̆ < ya@ bu@] [[mç@̆ ƒç@ ka@<-m$] gu$y<-bç$], [yâ˘ 

o$mdo$̆  i@ya$-w$ be$] [[ku@ ji@jE$lE$] ba$ƒa@-ba$ƒa@ nu@-w$ de$] [ku@≡m$ ka@<-m$ gu@̆ <-ra$-w$-bç$], 
[te@re$w ju@wç@-m$-n$do@˘-y$] ↓[kç$ru^̆  ju@wç@-m$-n$do@̆ -y$], nî˘ [ç$r<ç$ la&w wo@] jç$r’î˘ î˘ 
tu@mdu@-w$ wa&̆ w [ma$ni$̆  N$gu@ru$],  

  hâl [[projet, nu$̆ ] N$gu@ru$] [i^̆  ma$̆ ] bu^̆  yE@-n$] [[[î˘ ma$˘] [[n$je@ nu@nu$m] [î˘ ma$˘] 
bu$] wa@20 ma@⇒] wa@, [ni^̆  nu$nu$m] [î˘ ma$˘] ya@ bu@, e$si@̆ < [nî˘ nu$nu$m] [î˘ ma$̆ ] ya@ bu@, 
[n)E&y nu@nu$m] [î˘ ma$̆ ] ya@ bu@, [[î˘ ma$̆ ] a$Ngu@≡m$ mE$gE$ [î˘ ma$̆ ] bu$ ma@⇒] wa@, [kç$˘< 
mE@gE@-mE@gE@ î˘ jç@rç@-m$ ku$] [nu@w<o$y ku@ te@ge@-y@] wa@, nî˘ mE$gE$ jç@rç@̆ -y$, [mE@gE@-mE@gE@ 
jç@rç@-m$ te@ge@-y@] wa@, 

  ha$̆ , ku@ [î˘ ma$̆ ] ba$ra@˘su$ ka@y< ni$, [[ba$ra@˘su$ ku$] bE$rE@-jE@˘-y$ de$] [[ta$Na$sô˘ 
kç$w-i$y] [ku@ wo@] su@̆ r<i@˘-rE$˘-y], ha$̆  [N$gu@ n)ây] [î˘ ma$̆ ] ba$ra@̆ su$ te$Nge$-bç$, ba$ra@̆ su$ 
te@Nge@ â˘ jE@-w$ ku$, ha$̆  [î˘ ma$̆ ] [ma$ni$̆  N$gu@ru$] E&˘ jç@rç@˘-y$, [î˘ ta$Na$so$̆ ] [î˘ ni$̆  ku$], [nî˘ 
ku$] [ni$̆  mç$su@]-w$ [ç$̆ rç&y ya@ so@-w@ ni@˘wo$], [ha$̆  [ma$ni$̆  N$gu@ru$] [â˘ ma$̆ ] [[E&˘ ga@nj-i$̆ ] 
pa$Nga$] [â˘ ma$˘] N$go@] wa@, [[â˘ ma$̆ ] ba$ra@˘ [î˘ ma$˘] E&˘ ga$nji@-yE$] wa$, 

  ha$̆  ba$ra@˘ [î˘ ma$˘] E&̆  ga$nju$-bç@, ha$̆  nu@w<o$y [ku@ Ê˘ ku$], [[i^̆  ma$̆ ] â˘ ga$nju@-w$] 
[[tu$lu@ wo@] sa@rdi@NE$, [î˘ ma$˘] yâ˘ ga&y<] wa@ gu&n, [sa@rdi@NE$ da$y< ga&<-yE$ bi$rE$] 
bi$rE@-bi$rE@-bi$rE@-bi$rE@ [î˘ ma$̆ ] du$wç@ n@, ha$̆  a@Na$y du$wç$-bç$, ha$̆  nu@w<o$y [[ku@ ç@r<ç$] 
ku@’n$] sa$rdi$NE$-ga&<y$ ka@la$ tu@mdu@-ti@̆ -y$,  

  [i@ye@ u@su$ ka@la$] bi$-bE@rE@̆ -y$ de@ wôy, [[î˘ ç$lç$y] N$gu@ru$] [E&˘ ye&y] jç@rç@̆ -y$ [ku@ 
nî˘]21— [N$ga@ nî˘] N$go@, [[N$ga@ n)ây] mç@̆ lu@ [E&˘ ta&̆ n], bi$-bE@rE@̆ -y$ do@ wôy] jç@rç@̆ -y$, 
[ma$ni$̆  N$gu@ru$ ka@la$] E&˘ jç@rç@̆ -y$ [E$si@̆ < E$si@̆ < jç@rç@̆ -y$], ha$̆ , [ku@ ni@˘wo$] nu@w<o$y, [î˘ sa$y] 

                                                        
15 Cf. wo$’wa$y’î˘ ‘taking care (of sth)’, from wo@- ‘take’ and wa&y- ‘hold’. Here the entire compound 

verbal noun has L-tone as compound initial for so$’lo@ ‘lack, insufficiency’ (nominalization of 
so$’lo@’ ‘not have’). The -w$ is the ‘it is’ clitic. The same speaking turn ends with a similar 
compound based on a nominal use of bE$rE$’m$’n$do@ ‘not be able to’. 

16 e@wye@’so@’ ‘was (firmly) settled, was established (in a place)’. Negation: e$wye$’ri@’. 
17 Cf. te&y$ ‘speech, talk’. 
18 ni$̆  ku@ ‘this water’, cf. nî˘ ‘water’. 
19 la&w ‘other’ follows and has scope over ‘water that puts (=causes) sickness for you-Pl’. It has no 

tonal effect on the words in the relative clause. It is often syntactically an adverb (‘otherwise’, 
‘else’). 

20 This quotative wa@ seems superfluous. 
21 ku@ nî˘ here is a false start, omitted from translation. 
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[ma$ni$̆  N$gu@ru$] E&̆  ga$nji@˘-ra$˘-y$, ha$˘ [ku@ pa@Nga$] so$-lo@˘-y$, nu@w<o$y [a$na$sa$̆ ra$ dâm ku$] 
bE$rE@@̆ -y$ de$, [i$r<i@ to@ro@⇒ to@ro@⇒ to@ro@⇒ to@ro@⇒ ka@̆ <-y$ de$] [bu^̆  ka$lyÊ˘r bu^˘ gu&<-m$ 
ku$] [ku@ ga&̆ <-y$],  

  [ga$̆  ku@ so$-lo@̆ -y$] nu@w<o$y [[dç$˘ dâm] n)a$y sa&y] ka@̆ <-ra$˘-y$, [a$r<a$-gu@su@ ye&y] ku@ 
bi$rE@-ti@˘-y$ dç^m, [nî˘ tE$m] bE$l-li@̆ -y$, [i@ye@ u@su$ ka@la$] [bi@rE$ ku$] ya@ di@mba@̆ -y$ ko$y, [bi@rE$ 
ku$] ya@ di@mba@˘-y$, [ku@ bE$rE@]22 [[ma$ni$˘ N$gu@ru$] E&̆  bE$rE@-jE@̆ -y$ do@ wôy] jç@rç@̆ -y$, ta$Na$sô˘ 
[î˘ ya$̆ ] dE@̆ -r-a$̆ , [[î˘ ya$̆ ] dE@̆ -r-a$̆ ] [[nî˘ ku$] ç$˘rç&y$23], ha$̆  [ku@ ku$] E$si@̆ < E$si@̆ < ku@ 
sa@wtE@-n@ bu$̆ -y$,24 [[[i@ye@ [nî˘ ma$̆ ] mE$gE$] kç$˘< i^̆  jç@rç@-m$ wo$̆ ’wôy] N$go$, n)E$y-n)Ê˘ la@wa@ 
n$25 

S: [[u^̆  ya$˘] dE@̆ -r-a$̆  de@ ne@y] [n$je@ gi$’na@y] [u^̆  ya$˘], [[a$Na@ da@˘] [u^̆  ma$˘] ba$ra@̆  E$̆  bu^̆  
ga$nji@-so@-w$ ku$] [ba$ra$̆ su$ ç@r<ç$ ku@’n$], [n$je@ gi$’na@y] [ku@ nî˘ ku$] kç@wç@-m$-nE$, [ku@ nî˘ 
ku$] [ku@≡m$ E$su$ ya$] gu& $̆<-w$ 

O: [ku@≡m$ E$su$] [[E&˘ ku$] wa&̆ w bu@-w$], [[[[ku^˘ n)a$y] du$ na@y] yE&-y$] wa&̆ w bu@-w$] tç@rç$, tç@rç$ 
u@rç@-yE$, wa&̆ w bu@-w$, [ku@ ni@̆ wo$] [ya&̆  ku$] lo@-m$-nE$ 

S: [mç$y<E$̆ 26 nî˘ kç@wç@-yE$] ya@ so$-lo@̆ -w$ 
O: [mç$y<E$̆  nî˘ kç@wç@-yE$ la&w] [kç$˘< kç$wç$ na@y] [[ku$-to@go@ro$ n)a$y] du$-ru@-w@] [u@ro$ nî˘ kç$˘< 

jE@-yE$] [[ku@ mç@yE$˘< la$w] so$-lo@˘-y$], [ku@ ba@wdo$] so$-lo@˘-y$ 
S: nu@w<o$y ka$y, [kç$̆ < u^̆  jç@rç@-m$ wôy] [nî˘ sa&y] 
O: nî˘, [[ma$ni$˘ N$gu@ru$] [nî˘ ma$̆ ] mE$gE$ i@ye@ kç$̆ < i^̆  jç@rç@-m$ wo$̆ ’wôy] N$go$, [nî˘ ya$̆ ] ↓[o@su$ 

ya$̆ ] 
S: [[ku@ nî˘ ku$] E$su@ bu@-w$ de$] [[ku@-ni$ u^̆  kç@wç@-w$ de$] E$su$] ma$⇒ [[[N$gu@ da@˘] ta$Na$sô˘ kç$˘< 

ku$] u^̆  kç@wç@-w$ de$] E$su$] 
O: [[ku@ nî˘ ku$] E$su@ bu@-w$] [[jç@rç$ ka$y] jç@rç@̆ -y$ ko$y, [[ni$˘ nç@-yE$] wo$], ga$̆  [[wa&˘w bu@-w$] 

ni$̆ wo$ sa&y] [ku@ du$wç@-so@̆ -y$] [[le@re@-le@re@ nu$ kç@wç@̆ -ra$] ya@ b-E$˘<-bç$] [[na$ tu$w<ô˘] 
kç@wç@ jE$̆  yE&̆ -rE$-w$ de$], [na$ ye$y-nE@] lo@ bE@rE@-m$-n$do$-w$, [[ni$̆  nç@-yE$] wo$] le@re@-le@re@ 
ku@-ni$ ya@ kç@wç@̆ -y$, [na$ tu$w<ô˘] ma$⇒ ↓[na@ ye$y] ma$⇒ [nu&̆  ku@-n$ ya@ kç@wç@-yE$] 

 
Beni Text 2005-1.6 
 
S: [u^̆  nêy], [i@r<a$ ku$] [u^̆  kç$̆ <] gi&̆ <-ra$˘-w$, nu@w<o$y [tç@rç$ be$] u@Ngo$y [[i$sê˘ n)a$y] sç$su@ 

bu@-w$] [[i$sê˘ kç$˘<]-ra$], ba$y [ku@ ku$] [n$jê˘ ku@ ka@y<-so@-w$], ga&m [N$gu@ [mu&̆  kç^̆ <]] 
gi&<-yE$, ga&m [i^̆  kç$˘<] [[i$r<a$ N@27] [nu&˘ kç^̆ <]], [[nu$ tu$w<ô-m] kç$̆ <] ma$⇒ [i$sê˘ da$< 
wôy] ç$r<ç$y-da$na$y  

O: [tç@rç$ ta$Nga$y], [tç@rç$ ta$Nga$y] [da& $̆ ta$Nga$y N$gu@ru$]≡m$ ma$ 
S: [tç@rç$ ku$ da$< wôy], [N$gu@ be$⇒] [N$gu@ be$⇒] [[N$gu@ da@˘] bu$-w$ N$gu@ do$̆  wôy] 
O: [tç@rç$ ku$ da$< wôy], [nu$ tu$w<ô-m i$r<a$],28 [nu$ tu$w<ô-m kç$̆ <] [nu$ tu$w<ô-m kç$̆ <] [nu$ 

tu$w<ô-m kç$̆ <] [nu$ tu$w<ô-m kç$̆ <] [a@Na$y bu$], ye@Ngu$ nu$̆ , [yE$-e$wy-îy n)a$y] ba&̆ ⇒, 
[nu&-m wo$̆ ’wôy] [N$gu@ ya$ |i&r<â29] [N$gu@ ya$ |i&r<â] [N$gu@ ya$ |i&r<â], [[nu$ kâ˘<-m] 
tE$mbu$-ra@]  

                                                        
22 ku@ bE$rE@ ‘get that’ here is superfluous. 
23 ç$̆ rç&y$ ‘it is sickness’. 
24 Negative sa$wtE$’ri@’ ‘not be sick and tired of’. 
25 = la@wa@ ni$. 
26 Fr moyens. Here with L-tone as relative-clause head, lexically mç@yÊ˘<. 
27 = i$r<a$ N$gu@ ‘this field’. 
28 On the tape there is a slight hesitation after tu$w<ô’m, and the following i$r<a$ (which has all-L tones 

in unbroken speech, as a possessed noun after L-tone) is heard as i@r<a$ with initial H-tone. This is 
evidence that the {HL} contour is basic to possessed nouns. 

29 |îr<â ‘my field’.| 
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  [i$r<a$ bu^˘ la@-w$], ha$̆  [ku@ i@r<a$ ku$] [i@ye@ u@su$ ka@la$] [u@ ya$] [u@ kç^˘<], u@ N$gu@ru$ 
so$-w$ de$, [m$ba@ ya$] N$ga@ru$ so$-w$, [m$ba@ ya$] N$ga@ru$ so$-w$, [m$ba@ ya$] [m$ba@ ya$] N$ga@ru$ 
so$-w$, ga$˘ nu@w<o$y [[î˘ ta$Nga$y] N$gu@], [N$gu@ ku$] [ç$r<ç$y-da@na@y ku$] [ç$r<ç$y-da$na$y 
pç$rbâ˘30], [ku@ mâ˘ da@˘]31 sE@̆ nE$ gu&̆ <-y$, [[gu$njç$-go$ro&y ta@Nga$y] N$gu@] gu&̆ <-y$, 
[kç@r<i@yç@m ta@Nga$y] gu&̆ <-y$ [ku@ pç$rbâ˘], [[[kç@r<i@yç@m ta@Nga$y] N$gu@] [î˘ be$⇒] [pE$rgE@ 
nu^̆  be$⇒] lo@-w$ de$] [i@ya$y go$lo@-m$] 

S: po$ro$ba@ [[a$Nây ka@y< ni@] po$ro$ba@ ta$Ngi$], [i$sê˘ do$˘ wôy] lo@ mç$̆ lu@ wo$-bç@ ma@⇒ ma$⇒ 
[nu$ tu$w<ô-m] [E@r<E@ ka@y< ni$] ma@⇒ [î˘ do$̆  wôy], i$sê˘— [[bê˘n nu$’m mi@̆ -y$32] gi&n] 
po$ro$ba@ ta$lu$-bç$ 

O: [[[bê˘n nu$] mu@̆ -y$ gu&n] po$ro$ba@ ta$l-la@] [[i$sê˘ da$< wôy] ka@la$ lo@ mç$̆ lu@ wo$’r’a@ ko&y], 
[[ku@ ta@Nga$y] ku$ da@˘], [[ku@ ta@Nga$y] ku$ da@̆ ] [nu&˘ b-E$̆ <-b-a$˘], ha$˘ [nu$ b-E@˘<-b-â˘ ku$] 
[yêN ku$] [i$sê˘ yE&̆ -rE$ de@ wôy] [i$sê˘ yE& [nu$ mu&̆  be$] bu^˘ tE@mbu@-j-â˘ de@ wôy], [nu&̆  
ku$, [mu&˘ be@̆ -n$33] u$-u@wa@-w$-bç@ de@] bu^̆  yç@ƒç@-yE$,  

  ma$̆  [i$sê˘ ga&m ku$ ya$] [ti$wE$ ji$ye@ ba$i^̆ <] [yêN ç$̆ rç&y ba$î˘<] [pu@lç$̆ , [yç$ kâ˘<] nu&̆  
gç@-gç$34 ji@yE@-yE$], [bu^˘ nu$̆  ku@] du$w<ç@̆ -r-a$̆  de$, u^˘ [ku@ cÊ˘<] a$yi@@̆ -w$, u^̆ -m bu^̆  tE$mbi$ 
do@ wôy, [[i@r<a$ ku$] cÊ˘<] a$yi@˘-w$, a$y@-jE@̆ -w$ do@ wôy, u^̆  kç$˘<, ga$̆  [i@r<a$ ku$] [ku@ nu^̆ ] 
ya@ b-E$̆ <-bç@ ko&y, [[ku@ nu^˘] ya@ b-e$˘<-bç@] ga$̆  ha$̆  [[[[i$se^̆  da$< wôy] pç$rba$] 
ka$<-mây35] gu&n] [nu@w<o$y a@Na$y ka@y< s-Ê˘<36], [[i$sê˘ da$< wôy] ma$̆ ] a@Na$y pç$rbâ˘, 
a@Na$y du$wç@-s-Ê˘<37 

 
Beni Text 2005-1.7 
 
S: nu@w<o$y [i@r<a$ ku$ be$] [ç@r<ç$ wôy], [mu&̆  kç^̆ <≡∅] [mu&̆  kç^̆ <≡∅] [mu&̆  kç^̆ <≡∅] [mu&̆  

kç^̆ <≡∅] gu&̆ <-w$, [ku@ ya$] i@r<a$ i$-E@wE$-bç$ ma$⇒, ma$̆  a$Nây ka$y<-bç$ 
I: E$wE$-r-a@ nu@w<o$y [[O da$y< gu&̆ $<] ga@i$̆ <] [be@˘nu$ wôy] kç$̆ <] [nu@w<o$y E@r<E@ gu&̆ <-ra$-w ku$] 

pç$rç$bâ˘≡∅ te@re$w≡∅, [[be@̆ nu$ wôy] pi$re$] ka@la$, [nu$ mE@gE@ yâ˘ sç$su@-m$] ya@ bu@, [bu^˘ 
ku$]⇑, [[ma@ be$] cÊ˘<] [o$ru$mbo@˘ nu^˘ bu^̆ ]≡m$ a$y de$, bu^̆  [pç$rç$ba@ wo@] ka@y<-ti@y-a$ de$ 
[bu^˘ ma$˘] le@mde@-yE$, kç@r<i@yç@m, [ta$Nga$y le@mde@-yE$] ya@ bu@, [[bê˘n wôy] kç$̆ <]≡∅ 
ga$̆  pç$rç$bâ˘≡∅, du$rôy, [[ta$Nga$y le@mde@-yE$] ya@ bu@] [[bê˘n wôy] kç$˘<≡∅] 
pç$rç$bâ˘≡∅, sE@̆ nE$, [[ç$r<ç$ le@mde@-yE$] ya@ bu@] [[bê˘n wôy] kç$˘<≡∅] pç$rç$bâ˘≡∅, 
Na@y<i$̆  ka@y< ni@] [pç$rç$ba@ ka$y<],  

  [ku@ ni^̆  N$go@] [ç@lç@y be$ ka$y] [nu$ kâ˘<-m] [E@r<E@ cE@rE$y≡∅], [la@yri$ ba&˘] 
E$-E@wE$-bç@, [[yE$ n@] bu^̆  E@wE@-w$ ku$] [[nu$ kâ˘<-m] i@ye@ [E@r<E@ i@r<a$] [ta@Ngu@-so@-w$ ku$]] 
ku@≡m$, [[ga$w< tç@rç$ ku$] u@ yi@̆ -ra$-w$] N$gu@≡m$, [tç$rç$ du$gu@-w$] u@Ngo$y, i$sê˘ [ta@Nga$y 
ye&y] bu$, [ga$w<ru@ da@̆ ] [ga$w<ru@ kç^̆ < ku$]⇑, [ta$Nga$y N$gu@]≡m$, [[ga$w<ru@ kç^˘<]≡∅], 
ta$Nga$y N$ga@⇑, [ç$˘-ye@ru@ kç^̆ <≡∅] [tç$rç$ tu$w<ô˘ ku$], a@Na$y bu$ 

S: u^̆ ≡m$ yâ˘ so$su$, [a$Nây ka@y< ni@] [[ga$w<ru@ nu^̆ ] kç$̆ <] ta$Ngi$ 
I: bu^˘ ku$yç@˘ yE$, bu^˘ tE$mbi$˘-y$ 
S: [u^̆  tç$rç$ ya$] [be$le$ a@nda@̆ ] bu$, u^̆  [u^̆  tç$rç$] 

                                                        
30 Variant of po$ro$bâ˘ ‘collective property, property held in common’. A regional word also in 

Bambara, etc., hence the variants. 
31 Usually just ku@ mâ˘ ‘to/for that’. 
32 mi@̆ -y$, variant mu@̆ -y$ ‘we are’ (copula). 
33 Case form of mu&˘ be$ ‘these’. 
34 Iteration of gç@ ‘jab’, with L-toned second occurrence. No spirantization to ƒ. 
35 Hortative. 
36 Negative counterpart: nu@w<o$y a@Na$y ka@y< sE$’nE@. 
37 Negative: a@Na$y du$wç$’r’a@. 
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I: î˘ [tç$rç$ di@y<a$’w] [ku@ tu-̂m38] so$-lo@̆ -y$⇑, [[du$rÊ˘ tç$rç$] ra$] de$ 
S: [du$rÊ˘ tç$rç$ tu$w<o@ ku$] [ku@≡m$ [[u^̆  kç$̆ <]≡∅]] 
I: e@̆ , [ku@ kç&y<] [î˘ kç$̆ <≡∅] 
S: bç$ [u^˘ ya$] [[i$sê˘ ku$] n)ây] wa&˘w bu@̆ -w$, lo@ i$-E@wE$̆ -w$ ma@⇒, ma$̆  li$-la@̆ -w$ ma@⇒, ma$̆  [[u^̆  

nu$-di$y<a$] ma$˘] tE$mbu$˘-w$ 
I: [i$sê˘ ku$], [[î˘ nu$-di$y<a$] ma$˘] tE$mbi$̆ -y$, [[î˘ nu$-di$y<a$] ma$̆ ] tE$mbi$̆ -y$ 
S: mais [[[â˘ ma$˘] i$-E@wE$-bç$] gi&n] [[u^̆  ma$̆ ] te$ge$-r-a@] 
I: ç$<hç@<, ga$̆  E$-E@wE$-bç$ 
S: i$-E@wE$-bç$ [tç@rç$ ku$] 
I: e@̆ , [tç@rç$ ku$ wê˘] [ku@ i@r<a$ ku$] [a$yu@-w$39 de$] [bo$lô˘ si@ye@’y@], [nu$ kâ˘<—], [i$sê˘ ku$] bu^˘ 

E@ggE@ n$40, [yâ˘ u@ be@˘-rE$-w$ de$] [[a&m kç^̆ <]≡∅], [bu^̆  ka$y] so@y lo@˘-r-a$˘ pç@s!,41 [u@ 
kç^̆ <]≡ra$̆ ⇑, ti$-ti@wE$-bç$, u@ yE& tE@mbu@-jE@-w$ de$, [u@ kç^̆ <]≡∅≡ra$⇒, [Na@y<i$˘ bu^̆  
tE@mbu@-w$] ya@ bu@ 

 
Beni Text 2005-1.8 
 
S: ni@y<E@w, [ki$-ka@̆  [u^˘ ma$̆ ] yE@-ma$ gi$̆ <-bç@] [ki$-ka@̆  bu^̆ ] [[a$Nây n)a$y] yE$-bç$]] 
O: ha$̆ , ki$-ka@̆  ku$⇒, [i^̆  ka$y] [bu^̆ -ni$] [ki$-ka@̆  ki@si@ye@] gu&<-yE$, [î˘ ka$y] bu^˘ yi$-ta$-li@˘-y$, 

[[ki$-ka$˘ ki@si@ye@-m] Na@yi$˘< yE$ na@y] [yu^̆  ku$-ku@wo@-m$ mâ˘] ma$r<a@˘ yi$-ta$-li@̆ -y$], [a$ra$jô˘ 
wo$] [ki$-ka@̆  ya@42 yE@-yE$] wa$ ko$y, [ki$-ka@̆  ya@ yE@-yE$] wa$ ko$y, ha$̆  ko&y [nu$ kâ˘<-m] 
[[E@r<E@ yu^̆ ], dÊm⇒ i@rE@-w$, de@ wo$˘’wôy] kç@s’i$̆  wa$ [u$lla@ sa&y] [[E$w<E$y pi@lE@] ga&w$< do@ 
wôy] kç@s’i$̆  wa$,  

  [Na@yi$̆ < î˘ nu@-m$] [î˘ nu@-m$] [î˘ nu@-m$], hâl [yE$ n@] [ki$-ka@̆  ku$] [î˘ ma$˘] yE$-bç$, 
[i$’ga$i$̆ <]’ka&<-m43 bôy44 [ki$-ka@̆  ku$] yi$-ta$-li@, [ki$-ka@˘ ku$] bu^̆  yE&-w$ bE&-w$, ni@y<E@w< [ku@ 
a@r<a$-gu$su$] [[pE@-nu$mu&y< nu$mu&y< sâ˘] dç@˘-rE$ bE$] gu$y<-bç$—45, dç@̆ -rE$ gu$y<-bç@, [î˘ 
ka$y] bu^̆  ju@wç@-m$-n$do$̆ -y$, ha$˘ [N$gu@ ni@̆ wo$ ka@la$], [[yu$˘ cE$su@] kç@s’i$̆ ] a$w-ri@̆ -y$,  

  [na$ tu@w<ô˘] je$su$] wo$, [[ç$sç&y< wo$] yE$ n@] [[î˘ ku$] wo$] si$ye$-bç@, [u$su$ ç^w] 
te@ge@! te@ge@! te@ge@! te@ge@! te@ge@! te@ge@!, [[midi trente do$gu$ru$ N$gu@] n)ây], [ku@ n)ây] [yE$ 
n@] [[î˘ ku$] wo$] si$ye$-bç@ 

S: [[[ki$-ka@˘ bu^˘] [na@ ye$y] yE$] gi$̆ <-bç$] [[na$ ku$yç$̆ ] bu^̆  yE&-w$ ku$] [a$Nây ka$̆ <-w$] 
O: [[na$ ku$yç$̆ ] bu^̆  yE&-w$ ku$], [midi46 n)a$y] [[î˘ ku$] wo$] si$ye$-bç$, [bu^˘ yE@ n$ cÊm] [kç$sç&y 

wo$] lo$̆ -y$, [î˘ kç@su@-m$] [î˘ kç@su@-m$] [î˘ kç@su@-m$] [î˘ kç@su@-m$] [ç$r<ç$ bu^̆  dç$-rî˘ ku$]47 
[[n)a@r<u$ wo$] ka@la$] kç@su@ na$̆ -y$, [n)a@r<u$ wo$] kç@su@ î˘ na@ n$, [bu^˘ u$rç@ n@48] [ti$w<E&y wo@] 
bi$ye$-bç@, 

  ç$mç^̆  i@ya$ [pi@ni@w<u@ ni@] [i$̆ r<E$y sept heures]49 dç@ n$ cÊm, i@ya$ [i@r<a$ wo$] si$ye$-bç@, 
ha$̆  ku@ [[i@r<a$ wo$] â˘ si@ye@-w$ ku$] [la&w i$nji$r-l-a@]50, kç$̆ < â˘ tE@mbu@-w$ na$Na$na$˘ [ç$ru@-w$ 
de@ wo$̆ ’wôy] n)E@-j-â˘ 

                                                        
38 Stem tu&̆  ‘equal, peer’. 
39 Equivalent to /a$yi@-w$/. 
40 = ni$. 
41 pç@s! is an intensifier (‘completely’). 
42 ya@ ‘coming’ (cognate nominal). 
43 Compound based on ka&’m (Pl ka&̆ <) ‘agemate’. 
44 = wôy after nasal. 
45 dç@̆ -rE$ bE$ gu$y<-bç$ is a false start, corrected immediately by omitting the bE$. 
46 Pronounced mi$dî˘. 
47 ‘where they had not come’, relative clause with Perfective Negative verb. 
48 = u$rç@ ni@. 
49 In French time-of-day phrases like une heure and sept heures, the numeral is pronounced with 

H-tone and heure(s) with F-tone. 
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S: [[na@ ye$y] yE$-bç@ ba$y] [[na$ ye$y-nE@] bu^̆  yE&-w$ ku$ ya$] 
O: [na$ ye$y-nE@] [ku@ ku$] [â˘ lo@-w$ ku$], [[midi n)a$y] bu^̆  kç$˘< ka@<-w$] [ku@ ku$], [bu^̆  ku$] â˘ 

ku@wo@-jE@-w$, [N$gu@ da@̆ ] la$wa$-bç@, [u$su$ ye$y-nE@]⇑, [u$su$ ye$y-nE@ ku$] te@! te@! te@! te@! te@! 
te@!, [m$ba@51 be$ ya$] yE$-bç@, [une heure n)a$y] yE$-bç@, ha$̆  [une heure n)a$y] [bu^̆  ku$] â˘ 
yE&-w$ ku$] lo$-r-a@, bu^˘≡m$ [yE$ n@] ku@wo@-j-Ê˘ 

S: bon [ki$-ka@̆  ku$] [bu^̆  yE& n$] [nu&̆  [ku@ ma^̆ ] a$Nây gi$̆ <-bç$, a$Nây [ku@ mâ˘] ma$˘nu$̆ -w$, … 
O: bu^˘ la$ri$̆ -y$ 
S: … hç@nç$ ha@lkE@rE$ ga@<i$̆ < ma$̆ nu$˘-w$ ma@⇒, ma$̆  [kç$̆ < a@du@na@̆ nu@ n)a@w<a$] ga@<i$˘< ma$˘nu$̆ -w$ 

ma@⇒, a$Nây ma$̆ nu$˘-w$ [ku@ mâ˘] 
O: î˘ ka$y, ki$-ka@̆  ku$, bu^˘ yE& n$, [a@du@na@̆ nu@ kç$̆ < î˘ ma$̆ ni$-r<i$̂̆  wo$̆ ’wôy]52 N$go@], [hal̂ 

[yu$̆ ’kç$Nç$rç@ [ku@ ka@la$] du@wç@-m$-nE$] ma$˘ni$̆ -y$] [yE@-ma$ de$] [[yu^̆  ku$] wo$] 
mo$Ngu$yo@-yE$, [bu^̆  mo$Ngu$yo@-w$ de$] [[yu^˘ ku$] lo@-w$ de@] [su$mo@y wo@] pi@b! ga@ 
ya@ƒa@-m$ 

S: bon, par exemple, [ku@ ma@˘] [nu@w<o$y ka$y], [[a@du@na@̆ nu@ n)a$w<a@ n$] yE$-bç@] ma$̆ nu$̆ -w$ 
ma$⇒, ba@lâw si$ye$ ma@⇒ n$je@ ma$̆ nu$̆ -w$ 

O: ba@lâw ma$̆ ni$̆ -y$, [N$gu@ tu-̂m] yi$-ta$-li@̆ -y$, a$ba@da@ [bu^̆  gu&<’m$ ba$y]≡m$≡nda@ de@] [N$gu@ 
tu-̂m] yi$-ta$-li@˘-y$, [î˘ ka$y] [ba$la$w la&w], [î˘ ka$la$] la&w, a@du@nç@—, N$gu@̆ rE@-m$-n$do$˘-y$ 
ma$̆ ni$˘-y$ 

S: ki$-ka@˘ bu^̆  yE& n$, [u^˘ sa$y] [[u^˘ ku$] ma$˘] u^̆ ≡m$ la$r ma@⇒ ma$⇒, [[pa$Na@ bç@Nç$ be$] ba@r’i$̆ ] 
bE$rE$̆ -w$ 

O: [ki$-ka@̆  ku$] î˘ la$ru@-m$, î˘ la$ru@-m$, î˘ la$ru@-m$ [[i@r<a$ wo$] yç$ƒç@ lo@̆ -y$ de$] [yç$ƒç@ ye@˘-y$],  
[yç$ƒç@ lo@̆ -y$ de@] [yç$ƒç@ ye@̆ -y$], [ka@̆ ru@ u@ lo@̆ -rE$ de@ wôy] [yu^˘ ku$] a@Na$y b-E$̆ <-bç@ [da$y< 
â˘ bu@-w$ ga@i$̆ <], i@nji@ri@-m$-nE$, [ti$w<E&y ma@ni$̆ ] wo$] u@ ti@ni@-tî˘ de$] [ti$w<E&y 
yi$wi@-m$-n$do$], [[yu^̆  wo$] u@ ti@ni@-tî˘ de$] [yu^̆  yi$wi@-m$-n$do$], [[su$mo@y wo@] u@ ti@ni@-tî˘ 
de$] [yâ˘ mE$gE$ b-E$̆ <-bç$],  

  ka@y<⇒ [dE$ n@], [pa$Na@ bç@Nç$ be$], ku@ na@r<a$-ç$mç$̆ , N$gu@’ru$ avion yE$, [avion yE& n@] 
[N$gu@’ru$ [i^̆  ma$˘] ku@ pç@mpE@-m$] [ku@ pç@mpE@-m$] [ku@ pç@mpE@-m$] [hâl la@̆ sa@ra$ dç$], 
[ku$yç@̆  yE@-ma$ ku@ ko$y], la@̆ sa@ra$ ku@ dç@ n$, ha$̆  [nE@̆ 53 kç&y<], [[ki$-ka@̆  ku$] ti@wE@˘-r-a$˘] 
[la&w ye@-m$-nE$], [la&w ye@-m$-nE$] ti@wE@˘-r-a$˘ ma$˘ni$̆ -y$,  

  [ku@ ku$] i@ya$ pi@ni@w<u@ ki$-ka$̆ ’bu@nu@Ngo@y la&w yE$-bç@, [une heure n)a$y] te@! te@! te@! 
te@! te@!, [[avion ku$] N@go$y lo@-m$] [ki$-ka@˘ ku$] N@go$y ye@-yE$, [avion [ki$-ka$̆  m@54 be$] 
pç@mpE@ n$] [hâl [ki$-ka$̆  tu$wô-m] ti$wE$] ka@la$ yi$-ri@̆ -y$ 

S: ki$-ka@̆  bu^̆ , [[yu^̆  ku$] n)E@-jE$ n$] lo$-bç@ ma@⇒, ma$⇒ [bu^̆  lo$-y] [ku@ dç@ n$] lo$-bç$ 
O: [[yu^̆  ku$] n)E@-jE$ n$] lo$-bç$, le$re$ge$de&w⇒ [[yu^̆  ku$] n)E@-jE$ n$] lo$-bç$, [[ç$ru$ â˘ tE@mbu@-w$ 

wôy] n)E@-j-â˘] [[yu$̆  ç$ru@] wôy ka$y] n)E@-j-â˘, [n)E@-jE$ n$] a@Na$y lo$-bç$ 
S: [lo@ ni@] la&w yE$-r-a@ 
O: [lo@ n@] la&w yE$-r-a@ 
I: ku$yç@̆ , la$ri@̆ -y$’bE@̆ -y$, [ki$-ka@̆  ku$yç@˘ [î˘ mç$˘li@ n@] la&r ni@] [î˘ ka@y< ni$], lo@-m$’b-a$˘, li$-lo@-yE$ 

[ne@̆  ka$y] [ki$-ka@˘ la$r’î˘ lo@-yE$] ma$̆ ni@ ni@] [î˘ bu$ ba$y55], [ye$y-nE@ bu^̆  yE&-w$ ku$] [i&˘ la&r 
ni$] lo$-r-a@, [[ku@ n)ây] i@nji@ri@ ni@] [nu$ kâ˘<-m] [kç$sç&y wo@] nu$, [n)a@r<u$ wo$] kç@si@-yE$⇑, 
ç$mç^̆  kç@si@-yE$, [hâl lo@-lo@ ni@] [[kç$sç&y da@<i$˘<] dç$], 

                                                                                                                                          
50 Phonetic [i$nji$l˘a@]. 
51 m$ba@, variant ma@. 
52 Object relative, perfective negative.  
53 nE@̆ , variant of ne@y ‘now’. 
54 m@ (with L-tone on preceding noun): shortened form of mu&˘ ‘this’. 
55 ‘we were (=remained, continued)’. Compare 3Sg E@r<E@ bu@ ba$y. 
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  [yE&̆ -r-a$˘ de@ wôy], [yu$˘ E$w<E$y-nî˘], [yu$̆  ç$ru@] ku@wo@-yE$, [yu$˘ dÊm⇒ ma$y<a@’w$ 
ku$], [ç$ru@ ya@ bu@ de@ woŷ] ku@wo@-m$-nE$, [ku@ n)ây] [â˘ yE&-w$ ku$] [i^̆  yu$̆ ] ku@wo@-j-Ê˘-bç@, 
Na@yi$̆ < ka$y< 

 
Beni Text 2005-1.9 
 
S: ye&y a$Nây ga&̆ <-ra@̆ -w$, ko$wî˘ a$Nây ce@̆ le@̆ -ra@̆ -w$, [hâl â˘< nu@] [da$y< bu^˘ ga&<-m$56 bu^̆  

du$mdu@-m$] 
I: ko$wî˘, ko$njo$y po@mbo@y so@-w$, lo@ tE@rE@˘-y$, ku@-n$ go&̆ $ ga&̆ <-y$ de$, po@mbo@y ka@mdi@-wi@˘-y$, 

ka@mdi@̆ -rE$ do@ wôy, mo$˘-ti@mbi@̆  jç$rç@˘-y$, ti@mbi@-ti@˘-y$ de$, u$-u@gu@ro@˘-y$, gâw be@⇒ 
ko$Ngo$l-yi@̆  be@⇒, na$˘-su$wç@ be@⇒, n)a$y u@gu@ro@̆ -y$ [hâl ce@̆ le@-m$], ti@mbi@ du@wç@˘-y$, [le&w 
n)ây] ta@ra@̆ -y$, lo@ a&y lo@ [ti$w<E&y wo@] na@y<i@˘-y$, 

  [[u$su@ ta&˘n] [u$su@ ni$y<i&̆ <] dç@̆ -rE$ de$] [ga$mbu^-m de$] â˘< yE& nu@-yE$, nu@̆ -r-a$̆  do@ 
wôy, [wç@ ta&̆ n] lo@ dç$-y, â˘< ye&y ga&y<-ti@y-a$,  

  [[do$gu$ru$ kâ˘<] ye&y bu^˘ ga&y<-tu^˘57 wôy] [[[u@ ku^̆ ] ma$˘] [n)a@r<u$ wo$] lo@-w$ de@] 
o$mdo$-to$Ngo&y pa@ƒa@-w$ de$, kç$su^̆  wa$yu@-w$ de$, lo@ bu^̆  tE@mbu@-w$, [o$mdo$-tu$Ngo&y wo@] 
go&̆ $ pE@rE@@ ga&y<-tu@-w$ do@ wôy, [[mo@˘ ku$] wo$] dç$̆ -lu@-w$, pu@̆ r<u@-w$, pu@˘r<u@-w$, 
pu@̆ r<u@-w$, N$ga@-da@̆  [mo$lu$ N$ga@-da@˘] lo@-yE$ [bu^˘ so@y], 

  N$gu@-da@˘⇑, [u@ nE@̆ ] [mo$̆  N$gu@-da@̆ ] [u@ bu@-w$ ku$] pi@˘r<i@-tu@-w$ de$, ye$y yâ˘ bu@’w$ 
ku$, ye&y tE$mbu$-w$ de$, go$lo@-w$, [kç$su^̆  wo$] ga&<-w$, go$lo@-w$, kç$su^̆  wo$ ga&<-w$, 
go$lo@-w$, kç$su^̆  wo$ ga&<-w$,  

  si$-sî˘ ya@ b-E$̆ < de$, du$wç@-ti@-w$, [no$r<o$y< pi@r<a$]≡∅ de$, go$lo@-w$, ye$y-nî˘≡∅ de$, 
go$lo@-w$, u@ ka@<-m$ ba$y, [[ç$r<ç$ dç&-y$ jâ˘w<] dç@̆ -rE$ de@ wôy] [yâ˘ du@wç@-w$], a&y ti@mbi@ 
du@wç@-w$, [nu@w<o$y ka$y], go$lo@-jE@-w$, u@ro$ pi@ni@w<i@ ye@-w$ 

S: [u@ro$ yE&˘-rE$-w$ de$] [[ye&y ku$] mâ˘] a$Nây ka@˘<-ra@̆ -w$ 
I: [[ye&y ku$] mâ˘] u@ro$ yE&˘-rE$˘-y$ de@ wôy, [u@ nu^̆ ] [[u^˘ wôy] mç$̆ lu@ e@wye@˘-w$ de$] mi@r<E@˘-w$, 

[[u@ u@ro$-je$Ngi$̆ ] ma$̆ ] ni@-w$, [[[nu$ E$si@-yE$] u@ jç@r-Ê˘] ma$̆ ] ni@-w$, ti$-ti@yE$-w$ cE$rÊy≡∅, 
[ti@yE@-w$58 de$] cE$rÊy≡∅ [ku@ n)ây] cE@ri@yi@-w$, ye&y, Na@y<i$̆  [ku@ mâ˘] ka@˘<-ra@̆ -y$ 

O: nu&-m [ç$̆ rç&y E@r<E@ wo@-jÊ˘ de$] [[a@ ha@̆ jE$] gu&n] yE&̆ -rE$ de$], [E@r<E@ mâ˘] ni@-w$ 
I: [go@Ngo@ wo@] ga&y<, [E@r<E@ mâ˘] ni@̆ -y$, [ç$̆ rç$-gu@-m mâ˘], Na@y<i$̆  [ku@ wo@] ka@̆ <-ra@̆ -y$ 
 
 
\Beni Text 2005-1.10 
 
S: u^̆  nu@w<o$y [gi$r<e@y [bi@rE$ ma$̆ 59]] [[ç$r<ç$ ân] tu@mdi@̆ -ra$̆ -w] 
O: [ji$r<e@y [bi@rE$ ma$̆ ]] nu@w<o$y [wa$ƒa$tu$ N$gu@] tu@mdi@˘-y$, nu@w<o$y [wa$ƒa$tu$ N$gu@] [ku@ mâ˘] 

[bi$rE$ ma&̆ ] gu&̆ <-y$, [[[u@ i@r<a$] wo$] kç$Ngç$rç$-du@du@nju$60 ya@ bu@ de@] lo@ si$-sa@-w$, [do$ro@ 
ya@ bu@ de@] [lo@ ya$wru@ ya$wru@ ya$wru@ ya$wru@ ya$wru@ mç$̆ lu@-w$ de$] go&̆ $ ga&y< ju@w<o@-w$, 
ku@ ga&y<-jE@-w$ de@ wôy⇑, a@Na$y dEm̂⇒ be&-w$, u@ bu@ de$, dÊm⇒ ka@˘<-rE$-r-a$̆  , nu@w<o$y 
mai [wç$ N$gu@ be$] dç@̆ -rE$ de@ wôy, [to$y ma&˘]⇑, [ku@ mâ˘] to$y-bi$si@61 gu&̆ <-y$ 

I: li$w’ba$r’î˘ ya@ bu@ ya@y 
                                                        
56 ga&-m$ is appropriate at the end of a clause. Here, since the clause is extended with bu^̆  du$mdu@-m$, my 

assistant suggests emending ga&-m$ to ga&y$<. 
57 Variant of ga&y<’tî˘. 
58 Subordinator -w$. 
59 /ma&̆ / ‘dry’ is bracketed with /bi@rE@/ ‘work (noun)’. This phrase functions as possessed noun, as in 

[rainy season’s [dry work]], hence the overlaid {HL} tone contour. The unpossessed (absolute) 
form bi$rE$ ma&̆  occurs in O’s first speaking turn. 

60 Compound of kç$Ngç$rç@ ‘stem(s)’ and du@du@nju$ ‘root (of nonwoody plant)’, cf. we@̆ ri@ ‘tree root’. 
61 Also pronounced to$y-bi$su@. 
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O: li@w ba@ra@̆ -y$, te@re$w≡∅ [li$w’ba$r’î˘ ku$yç@-m$], li@w ba$ra@-jE@-w$-ra$̆ , ha$ nu@w<o$y [sE@̆ nE$ be$] 
[[da$y< bu$-w$62 N$gu@ ga@y<i$̆ ] ka$y] to$y-bi$si@ bi@se@-w$, [to$y ma&̆ ] gu&<-yE$, [to$y ma&̆  ku$] 
tç@-jE@-w$ de@ wo$˘’wôy, [[nE@˘ ka$y] a&y lo$63 na@y] [gi$r<e@y dç@̆ -rE$—] [[[to$y ma&˘] ç$r<ç$ u@ 
tç@-m$] da$y<64] [tç@-jE@-w$ de@ wo$˘’wôy], sE&⇒ be@-w$, [a@Na$y u@ bu@ de$] [hâl yE@-w$ de$] [bo&l 
mi@r<E@-m$], 

  bo&l mi$r<E@̆ -rE$ de$, pi@ni@w<i@ [ku@ n)ây] to&y tç@-w$, [ku@ mâ˘] [to$y ç$ru@] gu&<-yE$, yE& 
[to&y ku$] ti@yE@̆ -rE$-ra$̆ ⇑, [to&y ku$] ti@yE@˘-rE$-ra$̆ ⇑, [[to&y ku$] ti@yE@̆ -rE$ de$ wôy] [[u$su@ 
[pE@rE@ nu$mu$y sâ˘]] ga@i$̆ <⇒], wo@Ngo@ro@ wa@ra@’m$’ndo$̆ ’y$, a@Na$y be@̆ ’y$, [[u$su@ [pE@rE@ 
nu$mu$y sâ˘ ku$] la@wa@̆ -rE$ de@ wôy] [to&y ti@yE@ ce@̆ le@̆ -rE$ de@ wôy], [bo$l ye$y-nE@] 
mi@r<E@-m$, [[bo$l ye$y-nE@] mi$r<E@̆ -rE$ de$] wo@Ngo@ro@ tu@mdi@˘-y$,  

  [nu@w<o$y ka$y] a&y lo@ [ku@ ku$] dç@̆ -rE$ ma$̆ , lo@ wo@Ngo@ro@ u@ wa$ra@˘-rE$ ma$˘, 
[[ç$r<ç$-ka$̆ < ko$ro@y] [[to&y ç$r<ç$ u@ tç$-rî˘] ya@ bu@ de@ wôy] [[sa$rî˘ n)a$y] wa$ra@ wa$ra@ wa$ra@ 
wa$ra@ wa$ra@ nç@ ju@w<o@-w$], [E@lE@y be$] wa@ra@˘-y$, ha$ Na@y<i$̆  î˘ ka@<-m$ de$, wo@Ngo@ro@ dç@-m$ 

S: est-ce que— [sa$ri^̆  n)a$y] wa$ra$-nç$-y@-ra$ de$ ka$y, la&w tç@-m$-nE$ ma$ 
O: [[to&y ç$r<ç$ u@ tç@-jE@-w$ ku@] wo@] ma@ 
S: [[u@ tç@ n$] ti$yE$-r@65 de@] [[sa$rî˘ n)a$y] wa$ra@ u@ nç@-w$ ku$] 
I: to$y-lo$gô˘ lo@go@-yE$ 
O: [to$y-lo$gô˘ lo@go@-yE$] [[u@ i@r<a$] u@ lo@ n$] [to&y ba$-r@66 de@] [to$y-lo$gô˘ lo@go@ ga&<-w$], 

[wo$Ngo$ro$’tu$mç^y ku$] wo$,  [to&y ba$-r@ de@] [to$y-lo$gô˘ lo@go@ ga&<-w$] 
S: [to&y du$w<ç@̆ -rE$ de$] [ne@̆  a$Nây ka@̆ <-w$] 
O: [to&y du$w<ç@˘-rE$ de@ wôy] [wo@Ngo@ro@ ku@ di$mba$-w$]67 
S: wo@Ngo@ro@ [tu$w<o@ bu$] ma@⇒ [ye&y bu$] 
O: wo@Ngo@ro@ [ye&y bu$], [[ku@ mâ˘] wo$Ngo$ro$-ku$nju@ gi&<-yE$] [[wo$Ngo$ro$ ku$yç@̆  ku$] mâ˘], 

[wo$Ngo$ro$-ku$nju@ ku$] wa$ra@-jE@-w$≡ra$̆ ⇑, [[u@ i@r<a$] du$w<ç@˘-rE$ de$] sE$̆ njÊ˘, sE$̆ njÊ˘ 
sE@̆ nju@-w$ 

S: [wo$Ngo$ro$-ku$nju@ ku$ ya@̆ ⇒] [sE$̆ njÊ˘ ya$̆ ], a$Ngu@≡m$ mE$gE$ nu^m68 
O: wo$Ngo$ro$-ku$nju^̆ ≡∅ mE$gE$ nu^m, wo$Ngo$ro$-ku$nju^̆ ≡∅ mE@gE@ nu^m, sE$̆ njÊ˘, [[ç@r<ç$ 

ga$mbu@ wo@] lo@-w$ de$] [[sa$wâ˘ a@Na$y ba$̆ ] tE$mbu$-ru@-w@ ka@<-w$69] [ku$yç@˘ u@ wa$ra@ 
la@wa@-w$ ku$] 

S: bon, E@lE@y be$⇒, kç$̆ <kâ˘< be$⇒, [[ku@ ya$] [wo@Ngo@ro@ n)ây] wa@ra@̆ -w$ ma$⇒] [[to&y n)ây] ba$̆  
wa@ra@-yE$] 

O: [wo@Ngo@ro@ n)ây] wa@ra@˘-y$, ha$ [wo@Ngo@ro@ wa@ra@-m$-bE&˘-y$ de$] [du$wç@-ti@̆ -y$ de$] [lo@ [E@lE@y 
wa@ra@̆ -y$]], [ga&m wo@Ngo@ro@ tu$mdi$-ri@˘-y$] [lo@ [E@lE@y wa@ra@̆ -y$]], [a@Na$y wo@Ngo@ro@ 
wa@ra@̆ -y$] [lo@ [[E@lE@y ku$] wa$ra@-jE@̆ -y$ de$]], [a$r<a$-gu@su@ ga&m ya$] [wo@Ngo@ro@ 
wa@ra@-m$-bE&̆ -y$ de$] [E@lE@y wa@ra@̆ -y$] 

S: [wo@Ngo@ro@ wa$ra@-jE@̆ -w$ de$] [ne@̆  n$je@ ka@̆ <-w$], so@y [ku@ ye$y cÊm] wa$ra@-jE@̆ -w$ de$ 
O: wo$Ngo$ro$-ku$nju@ wa$ra@-jE@̆ -y$, sE$̆ njÊ˘ sE@̆ nji@-jE@̆ -y$, [[sE$̆ njÊ˘ ku$] î˘ sE@˘nji@-m$ de$] [hâl yu^̆  

i@rE@-m$], [yu$̆ -tE$w<Êy su@Nu@r<u@ ku@wo@-m$ ku@wo@-m$ ka@la$] [i@r<a$ ga&m] sE$˘njÊ˘ sE@̆ nju@-w$, 
[sa$wâ˘ ku$]70 bu@-w$ ku$ 

                                                        
62 For bu@-w$ ‘be’ (relative-clause participial form), with tone dropped before N$gu@ ‘this’. 
63 a&y lo@ ‘take go’, i.e. ‘from …’, with following ‘(all the way) until …’ phrase. Here lo@ is L-toned 

before na@y. 
64 da&y< ‘limit, boundary’, here L-toned as possessed noun. 
65 Apocopated from ti$yE$-ri@. 
66 For ba$-ri@. 
67 Focus construction with L-toned imperfective verb. 
68 Overlaid {HL} tone contour. Cf. adjective nu&m ‘difficult’. 
69 Cf. 3Pl te$mbi$-ri@-∅ kâ<-m$, etc. Both verbs show pronominal agreement. 
70 Tape has [sa$wâ˘ ku$] but Definite ku$ is inappropriate here. 
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S: [ne@̆  sE$˘njÊ˘ sE@̆ nji@-jE@̆ -w$ de$] [yu^˘ i$rE@˘-rE$ de$] [a$Nây ka@̆ <-w$] 
O: yu^̆  i$rE@˘-rE$ de@ wôy ka$y, ya&̆  yu$̆ -do@̆  te@Nge@-yE$, [ku@ mâ˘] yu$˘-do@̆  gu&<-yE$, yu$̆  jE@w<E$-w 

jE@w<E$-w jE@w<E$-w jE@w<E$-w ku$, [ku@ ya@˘] [yu$˘-de$NgE$mbe$re$ dâ˘-w dâ˘-w ku@ ya@˘], [ku@ 
mâ˘] yu$̆ -do$̆ -te$Ngî˘ gi&<-yE$ [yu$̆ -do@̆  te@Nge@˘-y$], [yu$-do@̆  ku$ na$Na$na$] te@Nge@-jE@̆ -y$ de@ 
wôy, [[yu^̆  ku$] lo@ ma$y<a@̆ -rE$] [nE@̆  kç$sç&y kç@si@̆ -y$] 

S: [kç$sç&y ku$] a$Nây kç@su@̆ -w$ 
O: kç$sç&y ku$, po$rki$ya@ gu&<-yE$, po$rki$ya@ gu&<-yE$, [ga&m-bç@Ngç$ be$] [po&̆  n)ây] kç@si@-yE$⇑, 

[ga&m-bç@Ngç$ be$] [po$rki$ya@ n)ây] kç@si@-yE$⇓, N$gu@’ru$ gç@-w$ [[u@ nâ˘-si$̆ <] wo$] ga&<-w$, E@sE@ 
da$ri$yi@-w$, [kç@su@-w$ de$] [[E@sE@ pi@re$] ga&<-w$], [ba&̆ -rE$ de$] lo@ ti@ du@wç@-w$, ba&̆ -rE$ lo@ ti@ 
du@wç@-w$ 

S: [ç$r<ç$ tu$w<ô˘] ti@-yE$ ma$⇒, ma@ [ç@r<ç$ ba@i$̆ <] ti@-yE$ 
O: [u@ sa$y de$] [ç@r<ç$-ç@r<ç$ [u@ bE$rE@-w$ wôy] ti@-w$] [N$gu@’ru$ [E@sE@ mô˘] ta$̆ nu@ ga@y<i$˘] [N$ga@’ru$ 

[E@sE@ mô˘] ni$y<i&˘ ga@y<i$̆ ] ti@-ti@-w$71 de@ wôy, [nu&̆  yE@-ma$ de$] [ba$ra@ ba$ra@ ba$ra@ ba$ra@ [lo@ 
[[yu$̆ -tE$̆ rE$ di@y<a$-w ku$] wo$] lo@ dç$̆ -li@-yE$ 

S: [ku@72 nu^̆  ya$] a@Na$y de@y<⇒ bi$-b’Ê˘<-bç$73 ma$⇒, ma@ a$Nây 
O: [[u@ u@ro$] pi$re$] [[ya$-yi$tÊ˘ be$] ya@ b-E&̆ <-bç$ de$] ma$⇒ [[u@ o@njo$ be$] ya@-b-E&̆ <-bç$ de$] [[nu$ 

u@ bi$-ba$ru@] ya@ b-E&˘<-bç$ de$] [u@ kç@su@-m$ de$] [bu^̆  ya$] ba$ra@ ba$ra@, [u@ ti@-w$ ku$] [bu^˘ ya$] 
ba$ra@ ba$ra@ [[yu$̆ -tE$˘rE@ wo@] jo$-lo@-yE$] 

S: ba$y, [kç@su@-jE@̆ -w$ de$] [[[ç$r<ç@ ku$]-n$] yâ˘ du@wç@-w$] ma$⇒, a$Nây ka@˘<-w$ 
O: [kç@su@-jE@˘-y$ de$] [[ç$r<ç@ ku$] wo$], [[kç$sç&y ku$] [i$r<a$ N@74] kç@su@-jE@-w$ de$] [N$gu@’ru$ du$wç@ 

ju@w<o@-w$], [[i$r<a$ N$ga@ya$] lo@ kç@su@-w$] [N$ga@’ru$ du$wç@ ju@w<o@-w$], [[i$r<a$ N$ga@’ya$] lo@ 
kç@su@-w$] [N$ga@ru$ du$wç@ ju@w<o@-w$], [kç$sç&y kç@su@-jE@˘-y$ de@ wôy] [a@Na$y yu^̆  du@̆ -y$] 

I: sa@ dE$wu@̆ -w$ ma@⇒ dE$wu@-m$-n$do$̆ -w$ 
S: [kç$Nç$r<ç@ sa@˘-y$ de$] dE$wi@̆ -y$ [i@r<a$ ga&m] 
I: e$nji^̆  ga@-m$-n$do$˘-w$ 
S: e$njî˘ gi$-ga@̆ -y$ ya&˘75 
I: e$nji^̆  ga@-yE$ 
S: e$njî˘ gi$-gâ˘-y, e$njî˘ [kç$sç&y ni@˘wo$] [e$nji^̆  ku$yç@˘ i@rE@-m$] 
I: a@r<a$ ga@-yE$ ma$⇒ ya&̆  ga@-yE$ 
S: ya&˘—, a@r<a$ ga@-yE$ 
I: a@r<a$ ga@-yE$ 
S: mhm! [[kç$sç&y ku$] ni@˘wo$] [e$njî˘ ku$yç@̆  i@rE@-m$], [[e$nji^̆  ku$] ga@-jE@̆ -y$ de$] [[kç$sç&y ku$] 

a@Na$y tu@mdi@̆ -y$] 
I: [yu^̆  ku$] tE$̆ rE@ ma@⇒⇑ yu$˘-ju$rç^̆ ≡∅ 
O: yu$̆ -ju$rç@ ki$-ka@̆ <-y$⇒, [tE$̆ rE@ ku$] ti$-tE@˘ri@̆ -y$, [yu$̆ ’ju$rç@ ku$] [E@sE@ n)ây] ti@-yE$ 
I: [E@sE@ n)ây] ti@-yE$ 
O: [[E@sE@ n)aŷ] yE@-w$ de$] [[E@sE@ n)ây] ti@-w$] 
I: so@lo@m 
O: [[ku@ mâ˘] yu$̆ -ju$rç@ gu&<-yE$] [so@lo@m bu@-w$ ku$] 
I: [[pE@tE$̆  bu@-w$ ku$] mâ˘] a$Nây gu&<-yE$ 
O: [ku@ mâ˘] yu$̆ -tE$˘rE@ gu&<-yE$, [gç$r<u@ n)ây] ti@-yE$ ku$ 
I: [ja$w<â˘ n)ây]— 

                                                        
71 ti@ here is iterated (full-stem repetition), distinct from initial-syllable reduplication. 
72 Example of prenominal ku@ functioning as discourse-definite ‘that’ demonstrative. 
73 Equated with Jamsay wi$--wç^̆ -ba$. 
74 = [i$r<a$ N@gu@] ‘this field’. 
75 Good example of (truth-conditional) Emphatic ya&̆  in response to a polar interrogative. 
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O: [gç$r<u@ n)ây] gç$Nç$rç@ lç@! lç@! lç@! lç@! lç@!, ti@ la@m-du@-w$,76 [[ma$ni@̆  wo$] ga$wa@̆ -rE$ de$] [i@ya$ 
ye$y-nE@ ti@ la@m-du@-w$], [ga$wa@̆ -rE$ de$] [ta$y-nE@ ti@ la@m-du@-w$] 

S: [u@ro$ [yu^̆  ku$] du@ jE@@̆ -ti@-yE$ de$] [a$Nây ka@̆ <-ra@˘-w$] 
O: [[u@ro$ [yu^̆  ku$] du$-jE$-y77] [ku@ ku$], [[yu^̆  ku$] yâ˘ lo@ du$rE@˘ lo@˘-rE$˘-y$ de$] yE$mbi@̆ -y$, 

yE$mbi@̆ -y$ de$ [yu^̆  ku$], tu$w<ô-m yu$˘-bu$bu$ru@ gu&<-yE$, [di@y<a@’w< wo@] i$rE$-ri@ ku$, 
[[E$si@̆ < i@rE@ so@-w$ ku$]78 mâ˘] yu$̆ -na@˘ gu&<-yE$, u@ro$ du@ jE@̆ -y$, u@ro$ du@ jE@˘-y$ de$, [dE&w wo@] 
ga&̆ <-y$ 

S: [[dE&w ku$] wo@] [yu$̆ -bu$bu$ru@ ku$ ya@̆ ⇑] [yu$̆ ’na@̆  ku$ ya$̆ ⇓] [[ç$r<ç$ tu$w<ô˘] ga&̆ -yE$ ma$⇒] 
ma@ de@y<-de@y< 

O: de@y<-de@y< ga&̆ <-y$, yu$̆ -na@̆  [ta$Na$y N$gu@’ru$] ga&<-w$ de$⇑, yu$˘-bu$bu$ru@ [ta$Na$y N$gu@ da@̆ ] 
ga&<-w$, [[dE&w ye&y] so$-w$ de@ ya$] tu$w<ô-m— yu$̆ -na@̆  [[dE$w tu$w<ô˘] wo$] ga&<-w$, 
yu$̆ -bu$bu$ru@ [[dE$w tu$w<ô˘] wo$] ga&<-w$ 

S: bon, [kç$sç&y kç@si@ ni@] [yu^˘ du@-jE@̆ -w$ de$] [[bi$rE$ la&w] so$-lo@̆ -w$] ma$ la&w 
O: [kç$sç&y kç@si@ ni@] [yu^̆  du@-jE@̆ -y$ de$], [[bi$rE$ la&w] ya@ so@̆ -y$ ya&̆ ] 
I: kç$su$-i@r<a$ ya@ bu@ 
O: kç$su^˘≡∅, tç@̆ -y$, kç$su^̆  tç@̆ -y$, [[yu^̆  i$r<a$79 î˘ ga&<-w$ ku$] wo$] [yâ˘ [[kç$su^˘ ku$] î˘ tç@ n$] ya@ 

bu@, yu^˘ du@-jE@̆ -y$ de$, xxx lo@ [kç$Nç$rç@ ku$] sa@-ti@˘-w$, [kç$Nç$rç@ ku$] sa@-ti@˘-w$ de$, [[kç$su^˘ 
ku$] wo$] dêm⇒ dêm⇒ dÊm⇒ nî˘ u@ ga&-m$ de$,80 E@r<E@ [a@ ku^̆ ] wi$-w<a$˘r<u@-m$, 
u$la@-u$la@81 [a@ ku^̆ ] bE@rE@-m$,  

  ha$̆  [nE@˘ ka$y] î˘— kç$Nç$rç@ [ku@ na@Na$na$] sa@-jE@-w$ de@ wôy, do$ro@ tE@rE@ tE@rE@ tE@rE@ 
tE@rE@ sE@w<u@-w$,82 ha@li$ lo@ n)u@w<ç@-m$, [kç$su^̆  ku$] na@r<a@-m$, ha$˘ [nE@˘ kç&y<] i@ya$ pi@ni@w<u@ 
[ku@≡m$ bi@rE@˘-y$], kç$su$-i@r<a$ bi$rE$, ha$̆  [nu$ kç$su$-i@r<a$ so$-lo@-m$] [E@r<E@ ya$⇒], sa@˘rdi@NE$ 
ga&-m$, ha$˘ N$gu@≡m$ [î˘ bi$rE$] 

S: bon, E@lE@y wa@ra@̆ -w$ gu&̆ <-w$, [[E@lE@y ku$] wa$ra@-tu@˘-w$ de$] [yâ˘ a@Na$y du@wç@̆ -w$ ma$] [u@ro$ 
je@-m$-n$do@̆ -w$]— 

O: E@lE@y wç$mbi@̆ -y$83 ya&̆ , E@lE@y wç$mbi@˘-y$, [E@lE@y wç$mbi@̆ -y$ de$] u@ro$ du@-du@ je@˘-y$, E@lE@y— 
S [overlapping]: ya&˘ wç$mbi@-yE$ ma@⇒, a@r<a$ wç$mbi@-yE$ 
O: a@r<a$-m—, [ya&-m [a@ kç^̆ <]≡∅ wa$ra$ de$] wç$mbu@-m$⇒, a@r<a$-m [a@ kç^̆ <]≡∅ wa$ra$ de$] 

wi$-wç$mbu@-m$⇓, ya&-m [[E@r<E@ ç@Nç$rç$] [E@r<E@ mâ˘] wç$mbi@-tî˘ de$] [ji@njE$ E@r<E@ a$-w$], [ku@ 
ka@la$] E$su@ bu@-w$, [[nu$ wç$mbu@-m] so$-lo@-w@ de@] [ya&-m [u@ kç^̆ <] lo@-w$ de$] [u@≡m$ 
wç$mbu@-m$] 

S: wç$mbu@-jE@̆ -w$ de$, [ku@ da@̆ ] pa@lu@-w$ ma$⇒, u@ro$ pa@lu@-w$ 
O: [ga&m gç@Nç$ be$] [ku@ da@̆ ] pa@li@-yE$⇒, [ga&m gç@Nç$ be$] u@ro$ jÊ˘ pa@li@-yE$, E@lE@y ku$ 
 
Beni Text 2005-1.11 
 
X: dE&w [n$je@ gi$n] cE@w<E@̆ -ra$̆ -w$, [a$Nây n)a$y] ku@ cE@w<E@̆ -w$ 
Y: dE&w, [î˘ ma$̆ ni$̆ ] [yu$̆ -ga &y<≡∅,84 gu$ni@] cE@w<E@̆ -y$, ku@ tu@mdi@̆ -y$ de@ wôy, bo$lo^̆ , ç@r<ç$ 

sE@mbi@-ti@̆ -y$ de$, ku$lu@ru$, ku$yç@̆  cE@w<E@̆ -y$, ku@ dE$mbi@-jE@˘-y$ de$, dÊm⇒ ku@ ma$y<a@̆ -rE$ 

                                                        
76 Cf. intransitive la@wa@’ go past, pass by’. 
77 Verbal noun of verb chain (du@- ‘carry on head’ plus jE@˘- ‘bring’). L-toned as possessed noun. 

(Absolute form is du$-jÊ-y.) 
78 Relative clause based on ‘have’ quasi-verb so@-. Cf. negation i@rE@ so$’lo@ ‘it isn’t very ripe’. 
79 L-toned i$r<a$ < i@r<a$ ‘field’, here as relative-clause head, not as possessed noun. 
80 de$ ‘if’ after imperfective clause. 
81 Iteration (=full-stem reduplication) related to u$lla@ ‘a little’, but with ungeminated l. 
82 Variant sE@w<E@-w$. 
83 wç$mbi@- ‘uproot by hand (esp. peanut plants)’, cf. sa@- ‘uproot with hoe (millet, etc.)’. 
84 Tones emended. On the tape yu^̆  has its lexical tones. 
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de$, te$mbe@ru$ î˘ ma@-m$ de$, te$mbe@ru$ î˘ ma@-m$ de$, [ku$lu$ru$ î˘ ku@lu@ro@-w$ ku$] ma@y<a@-m$, 
[te$mbe@ru$ ba$ra@-jE@̆ -y$ de$] [ku@ do@su$ wo$] dE&y du@wç@̆ -y$,  

  [bç$̆ -u@ro$ ma$̆ ] so@y ci@yE@̆ -y$, i@ye$ [î˘ dE$w]—, [[u$su$ N$gu@] [u$su@ nu$mu&y<] dç@̆ -rE$ 
de$] [[î˘ dE$w] cE$w<’i$̆ ], i@ ba@ra$, [nu$ kâ˘< ma$̆ ] ci@yE@-ti@-ya$ de@ wôy, [ku@ u@su$ ku$] dç@̆ -rE$ 
de@ wôy, a$su$w<E$-yî-m we@̆ ⇒ a$su$w<E$-yî-m, ta&̆  lo@-m$, nî˘ kç@wç@ kç@wç@ kç@wç@ je@-m$, 
[nî˘ jE@˘-ti@-ya$ de$] [[le&w ku$] tç@-yE$,  

  [[a$r<a$ pE$˘], cE$w<’i$̆ -ju $wu@85 ku$] u@rç@-yE$, lç$sç^̆  ku$, e@wre@-yE$, a$su$w<E$-yi$ 
ju$wu@-m, [bu^̆  pi$re$] nu@-m$, pa$Nga@ s-Ê˘<, le&w tç@-yE$⇒, te$mbe@ru$ pç@tç@-yE$, te$mbe@ru$ 
ni@-yE$, te$mbe@ru$ bu^̆  ni@-m$ de$, pi$re@̆  e@wre@-j-â˘ de$, ku@ ju@̆ ra@-w$ [ku@ n)ây]—,  

  [do$gu$ru$ ka$˘<] ku@ su@yç@-j-â˘ de@ wôy, n)E&y go@̆ -rE$, n)E&y si@ye@ n)E@-yE$,86 dÊm⇒ 
ga@w ka@˘<-rE$ de$, i@ya$ u@rç@-yE$, [nE@̆  kç&y<], bu^̆  cE@w<E@-m@ de$, bu^̆  cE@w<E@-m@ de$, [hâl 
lo@-lo@ [[nu&-m ku^˘] i$˘ri$]≡∅] de$] bç$Ngç@-m [[[E@r<E@ m@bâ˘] ç$r<ç$] wo$] dç@-m$, [te$mbe$ru$ 
mbâ˘ ku$] [ç@r<ç$ wo$] dç@̆ -rE$ de@ wôy, si$ra$m-na&̆  yâ˘ dE$mbi@-yE$,  

  [[te$̆ su@m bo@87] dE$mbi@̆ ’rE$ de$] pE@ru@ [pE@rE@ tu$w<o@ sâ˘], [te$mbe$ru$-yî˘ [pE@rE@ 
tu$w<o@ sâ˘] ku@ si$Nga&y si$Nga&y] [[pE@rE@ tu$w<o@ sâ˘] dç@̆ -rE$ de@ wôy], dE&w dç@̆ -rE$, nE@̆  
kç$y<, [nu$ kâ˘<] pi@r<a$ bu^̆ —, [ya&˘ ku$ ya$] pi@r<a$ to@ro@-yE$,  

  [pi@r<a$ ya$] go$-y@⇑, [dE&w cE@w<’i$˘ ya$] du$w<o$-y@⇓, [si@ye@-ma$ de$] [nu$ kâ˘<] [â˘ 
pi$r<a$] nç@-yE$, i@nji@ri@ sa@ya@-yE$, tu$lu@ wo@, dÊm⇒ [u$wç@ ba$˘] ku@ dç@̆ -rE$ de@ wôy, [ma$nî˘ 
ku$] i@ya$ dE$mbi@-yE$, dE$mbi@-j-â˘ de@ wôy, [yu$̆ ,88 u@ ga&-m$] ya@ bu@ de@ wôy, yâ˘ ga&<-w$, 
N$gu@≡m$ dE&w cE@w’<i$̆ , a@Na$y≡m$≡n$da@̆  U 

U: a@Na$y≡m$ 
S: dE&w [n$je@ gi$n] cE@w<E@˘-ra$̆ -w, [kç$̆ < n$je@ gi$n] cE@w<E@-ra$̆ -w 
I: yu$̆ -ga&<y$≡∅, [î˘ yu$˘] [î˘ bE$rE@-w$] yâ˘ ga&˘<-y$, e$njî˘ yâ˘ ga&̆ <-y$, hâl kç$su^̆  yâ˘ ga&˘<-y$ 
U: yu^̆  [[dE&w wo@]≡m$≡n$da@ de@] [bo$lô˘ a$r<a$-gu@su@ bE$rE@-j-Ê˘ de$] n)a@w<a@-m$ … 
I: si$-sç@˘lu@-m$ 
U: … si$-sç@̆ lu@-m$ n)a@w<a@-m$ 
I: [ku@ ni@̆ wo$] dE&w [ma$nî˘ wo$] cE@w<E@˘-ra$˘-y$ 
S: [ku@ dE@mb’i$̆  ku$ ya$] nu&̆  n)a$r<i@-yE$ ma$⇒, ma$ a$Nây ka@<-yE$ 
I: a$su$w<E$-yî˘ n)a$r<i@-yE$, yE& [u@ ba$r na@y<] dE$mbi@-yE$ 
S: [u@ro$ dE$mb’i$̆  N$gu@] ga@y<i$̆  
U: [dE@m’dE@ we@̆ ⇒ dE@m’dE@] [bç$̆ -u@ro$ mç$̆ li$ na@y] dE$mbi@-yE$ 
I: dE$mbi@-yE$ 
S: [[bç$̆ -u@ro$ mç$̆ lu$ na@y] bu^̆  dE$mbi@̆ -ra$-w] [ku@ kç@rç$] n$jê˘≡∅ 
U: [i@ye$ |kç^̆ $<89 dE$mbu$-w$ de$] [[E@y< ya$] [u@ kç^˘<] dE$mbi$-y$], a@Na$y tE$mbi$˘-y$ ye@Ngu$  
 
Beni Text 2005-1.12 
 
S: nu$w<î˘<, a$Nây wa@ra@-yE$ 
I: nu$w<î˘< de@y<⇒, [[ku@ i@r<a$] wi$-wa$ru@] ya@ b-E$˘<-bç$⇒, [i@r<a$ pi$ri$] ka@la$ î˘—, pç$rç&y pç$rç&y 

pç$rç&y pç$rç&y n&ây, [i@r<a$ pi$ri$] [ku@ mâ˘] nu$w<i$˘<-ka$r’î˘ gu&<-yE$, [ku@ ka@la$] yâ˘ ka@la$ 
ka@ra@̆ -y$, de@y<⇒ [ku@ i@r<a$] ka@la$ wi$-wa@ra@̆ -y$, ha$ nu$w<î˘< a@Na$y wa@ra@˘-y$ 

S: [ku@ toŷ ku$ be$⇒] [wa@sa$ be$⇒] tu$w<ô˘≡∅ ma$ 

                                                        
85 Plural subject relative clause, with cE$w<’î˘ ‘constructing’ as compound initial. 
86 Note the ordering [food go.down they.eat]. ‘go down’ and ‘eat’ are chained together, and preceded 

by what is logically the complement of ‘eat’. 
87 = wo@ ‘in’ (after nasal). 
88 Tone emended, tape has yu^˘ ‘millet’, then a brief hesitation. 
89 ‘my possession’, with {LHL} tone contour and segmentally zero 1Sg possessor pronominal. 
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O: [ku@ tôy be$⇒] [wa@sa$ be$⇒] tu$w<ô˘≡∅≡ra@, [wa&̆ w wa&˘w wo@] tç@-yE$, ku@ wi$-w<a$̆ r<u@-m$ 
ni$̆ wo$, [[sç$su@ wo@] tç$-w$ de@ wôy] [[yu$̆ -i@r<a$ wo$]≡m$ de$] [yu^̆  go@-m$-n$do$], mais [ku@ 
sa$y] wa@ra$-w$ de$, [ku@ ka$y] [sç$su@-sç$su@ wo@] tç@-w$, w<a$̆ r<u@ yE& [a@ tu^-m] ni@Ngi@-m$], 
na@r<a@-m$ 

S: nu$w<î˘<, [i@rE@ n@] [ma$y<a@̆ -rE$ de$] [a$Nây ka@<-yE$ [ku@ mâ˘]] 
O: ci$-ce@we@-yE$, tu$w<o@ tu$w<o@ tu$w<o@ tu$w<o@ tu$w<o@ ce@we@-ce@we@ [gç$r<u@ wo@] ba$̆ ’li@-ba$̆ ’li$ u@ro$ 

je@-yE$ 
I: [ç$ru@ n)ây] pa@li@ n)E@-yE$ 
O: [ku@ ma$y<-a@˘rE$ ma$̆ ] [[pa$l na@y] n)E@̆ -y$], [ku@ ma$y<-a@̆ rE$ ma$̆ ] 
S: [u@ro$ jE@̆ -tu@̆ -w$ de$] [a$Nây ka@̆ <-ra@˘-w$] 
O: [te$mbe$-ku^̆  wo$] ti@-yE$, [te$mbe$-ku^̆  wo$] ti@-yE$ [hâl ma@y<a@-m$], [ma$y<a@˘-rE$ de@ wôy] 

sç@ƒç@-yE$, [sç@ƒç@-ma$ de$] [ku@ yî˘ ku$] [sa@̆ ku$90 wo$] ga&y<-ga$y< dE&y-yE$ 
S: [dE&w wo@] ga&<-yE$ ma$⇒, ma$⇒ [e$njî˘ kç$̆ < N$gu@ ga@<i$̆ <] [[su$mç&y wo@] ga$< na@y] bi$y<i@-yE$, 

to$Ngôm wo$ 
O: to$Ngôm, di$-dE$yi@-w$ de$ [to$Ngôm bo$91] ga&˘<-w$, dç$y<ç&y ya@̆ ⇑, su$mç$y mE$̆ r<E@ ya@˘⇓, [ku@ 

ye$y] ga$̆ r<u@ li@gi@se@-w$ de$, a@Na$y [to$Ngôm bo$] a@Na$y dE$Ngu@-w$ [di$-dE$yi@-w$ de$], 
[ku@≡m$≡n$da$ de@ wôy] kç@yç@-m$, [ku@ kç$]92 [u$wç@ dç@̆ -rE$ de$] kç@yç@-m$,  

  [[sa@̆ ku$ wo$] ga&<-w$ de$] [a$yâ˘ ya@ bu@] [[a$na$sa@̆ ra@ be$] a@ya$˘93], [[a$yâ˘ ku$] [sa@˘ku$ 
wo$] ga&<-w$ de$] [nu$w<î˘< [[ku@ ku^̆ ] wo$] ga&<-w$, [[u@ kç^̆ <] ti$-ti@yE@-w$ de@ ya$] [[E@wa@̆  lo@] 
[u@ kç^̆ <] ti@yE@ du@wç@-w$]  

S: to$Ngôm ku$, [dE&w wo@] ka@<-yE$ ma$⇒⇑, [[ç$r<ç$ kç$rç&y] wo@]-m$ 
O: to$Ngôm, [dE&w pi@re$] ka@<-yE$, [[ç$r<ç$ kç$rç&y] wo@] ka@la$ ki$-ka@<-w$, to$Ngôm Na@y<i$̆  

de$le$re@le@ [ku@ ka@la$] [te$mbe@ru$ n)a$y] cE@w<E@-yE$ 
 
Beni Text 2005-1.13 
 
S: [n$je@ dE@NgE$y] nu&˘ N$gu@’ru$ [yi$tÊ˘ ba@î˘<], bE$r’î˘ jç@rE@-yE$ 
O: yi$tÊ˘ jç@rç@̆ -y$ ya&̆ , bon [î˘ ma$˘] [ç$r<ç$ bi@rE@ ku$] [î˘ bi$rE$ ku$] bi$rE$ ma&w$≡∅, u@ [[u@ ku^̆ ] ma$˘] 

[bi@rE@ u@ bi@rE@-m$ u@ bi@rE@-m$] [[a$r<a$-gu@su@ pE@-nu$mu$y] bE$rE@-jE@-w$ de@ wôy] [ne@̆  la&w 
[bi@rE@ pa@Nga$] so$-lo@-w@], yi$tÊ˘ ya@ so@-w@ de@ wôy, [u@ yi@tE$̆  ku$] [bu^˘≡m$ bi@rE@ bi@rE@-m$], 

  wo@Ngo@rô˘≡∅ [kç$˘< [pa$Nga@ n)ây] wa@ra@-yE$], [wo@Ngo@ro@ wa$ra@] bE@rE@-m$-n$do$-w$ 
[[a$r<a$-gu@su@ pE@-nu$mu$y] nu-̂m], [u@ yi@tE$˘ ku$], [wo@Ngo@ro@ wa$ra@] u@ ba$ri@-yE$, [bu^̆  
wa$ra@-w$ de$] n)E@-w$, [to&y-de$ ka@la$] bu^˘—, bu^̆ ≡m$ tç@-m$, [ku@ ni@̆ wo$], [yi$tÊ˘ bE$rE$̆ -y$ de$] 
jç@rç@̆ -y$ 

S: [ku@≡m$≡n$da$ de@ ka$y] [yi$tÊ˘ bE$rE@̆ -w$ jç@rç@˘-w$—], [ku@≡m$≡n$da$ de@ ka$y], [kç$rç$ la&w] N$go@ 
ma@ 

O: [kç$rç$ la&w] ya@ bu@ ya&˘, ha$̆  [yi$tÊ˘ ye&y ta&̆ n] bE$rE@ n@, tu$w<ô-m lo@ gu$ra@˘na$ ja@NgE@-m$⇑, 
tu$w<o&-m lo@ le$kôl ja@NgE@-m$⇑, tu$w<o&-m [wo@Ngo@ro@ wa$ra@] u@ ba$ru@-m$⇓, ha$˘ 
[ja$NgE$-ja$Ngu@-m@ ku$] [E@r<E@ [E@r<E@ bi@rE$] ce@̆ le@̆ -rE$⇑], [[N$ga@ da@˘] ja$Ngu@-m@ ku$ ya$] [E@r<E@ 
bi@rE$] ce@̆ le@˘-rE$, [wo@Ngo@ro@ wa$ra@ u@ ba$ru@-m@ ku$ ya$] [E@r<E@ ka@la$] [E@r<E@ bi@rE$] ce@̆ le@̆ -rE$, 

  [yi&-m wo$̆ ’wôy so$lo@-w@ de@] [[a$r<a$-gu@su@ pE@-nu$mu$y] bE$rE@-jE@-w$ de$] [[wo@Ngo@ro@ 
wa$ra@] bE@rE@-m$-ndo$-w$⇑], [nu$ u@ wa$ra$-ba$ru@-m@] N$go@, [wo@Ngo@ro@ wa$ra$-ru@-w@ de@ ka@la$] 
[n)E&y n)E@-m$-ndo$-w$], â˘ [nE@̆  ka$y] [u@ ka$y] nE@̆  la&w [a$ma$-sç$ƒç@ n)ây] wa$sa@˘-rE$-w 

S: [yi$tE$̆  ba$i$̆ < bE$r’î˘ ku$] wa@̆ ji@bi$≡∅ ma$ 

                                                        
90 Variant of sa@̆ gu$. 
91 = wo$ ‘in’. 
92 [ku@ kç$], variant pronunciation of [ku@ ka$y] ‘(as for) that’. 
93 {HL} contour on possessed noun after [noun + be$]. 
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O: [yi$tE$̆  ba$i$̆ < bE$r’î˘ ku$ ka$y], [î˘ ma$̆  ka$y] wa@̆ ji@bu$≡∅, a@ywa$ I^̆ —[[î˘ o$su$] wo$], [î˘ di$̆ na$] 
wo$, yi$tÊ˘ [u@ ma@̆ ] ba@i$˘< na$r<a$’y@ gu&y$<, [ba$i$˘<-na$r<’î˘ ku$] wa@̆ ji@bu$≡∅, [î˘ di$˘na$] wo$ 

I: ku@≡m$ [[ya&̆  ye&y] jÊ’y] î˘ ka@̆ <-ra$-w ku@≡m$ 
O: [[ya&̆  ye$y] ji$-jE@˘-y$] [[ya&̆  ta$˘n] ji$-jE@̆ -y$] [[ya&˘ ni$y<i$˘] ji$-jE@˘-y$], [[bu^˘ da$< wôy] na@r<a@-yE$] 

[[[yi$tÊ˘ pE@-ta$̆ nu$] nu$ s-Ê˘<] ya@ b-E$̆ <] [pE$ri@-ye$y nu$ s-Ê˘<] ya@ b-E$̆ <], [pE@ru@ nu$ s-Ê˘<] 
ya@ b-E$̆ <-bç$ 

I: bu@≡m$ [mE@gE@ ya$] su@̆ r<u@ so@-w$, [bi$rE$ kâ˘< ka@la$] bu^˘≡m$ [mE@gE@ ya$] su@˘r<u@ so@-w$ 
O: [[do@gu@ru@ tu$w<ô’m94] [bi@rE@ ma$na@˘] bi@rE@-m$-n$do$-w$] [[u@ yi@tE$̆  bu^̆ ] lo@ bi@rE@-yE$] [u@ro$ 

bi$yE@-w$ ta@n],95 [[kç$̆ <-ka^̆ < wôy] [u@ yi@te$̆  bu^˘] lo@ bi$rE@-bi$rE@ bu^̆  jE@-w$ de$] n)E@-w$, [yi$tÊ˘ 
na$r<a@ n@] [ba@rki@ne@˘-r-a$̆  de@ wôy] [ç&̆  nu@˘-rE$-w],  

  [[u@ na$r<a$-r<u@@-m$ ku$]96 [a$ba@da@ su@˘r<u@-m$-ndo$-w$] [[a$r<a$-gu@su@ tE@̆ mdE@rE$ ka@la$] 
u@≡m$ lo@ [u@ bi@rE$] bi@rE@-m$] 

I: [N$gu@ ni@̆ wo$] [yi$tE$˘ jo@̆ ] mba@̆ yi@ so@̆ -y$ 
 
Beni Text 2005-1.14 
 
S: [u^̆  ma$˘ da@̆ ] ya$-m-jÊ-y a$Nây bu$ 
O: [î˘ ma$˘ da@˘] ya$-jE-̂y [ya$-bi@ru@ ya@ bu@], ya$-bi@ru@ ya@ bu@⇒, [[u@ go$ na@y] ya$̆ -yî-m [[u@ 

jç@rç@-y$] [E@r<E@ jç@rç@-y$] u@ jE@-m$] ya@ bu@97 
S: [ya$-bi@ru@ ku$] a$Nây—, a$Nây ka@<-yE$ 
O: [ya$-bi@ru@ ku$] sa$la@̆  [E@r<E@ na$r<a@-ti@-ya$ de@ wôy] [[a$ma@̆ nu$ ya$-m] ba@98 gu$< na@y] [ku@ ku$] 

gu$-gç@wç@-yE$, ha$ [mu&̆  ma@˘] [a$ma@̆ nu$ ya$-m] ba@ gu$-gç@wç@-yE$, ha$ ku@ gç$wç@-ti@-ya$ de@ 
wôy, lo@ [ya&-m ku$] [[a@ ku$̆ ] ma$̆ ] [a$r<a$-gu@su@ ga@̆ ra$y] ma$⇒ bE$rE@-j-Ê˘ de@ wôy, ha$˘ 
[nE@̆  ka$y] sâl be@⇒⇑, la@ya$ be@⇒⇑ dç@̆ -rE$ de$, sa&mna$ be@⇒⇑, [bu$˘du$ dâ˘-w] be@⇒ 
ni@-yE$, [a@Na$y u^̆  ka@<-m$ de$] [hâl lo@-lo@ [[ya&-m ku$] lo@-w$ de$] [ya&-m dç@-m$]] 

S: bon, [[u@ sa$y] [[u@ ku^̆ ] ma$̆ ] [te$g’i$̆  ku@]] [ku@ ya$] a$Nây te@ge@-yE$] 
O: [u@ sa&y] [[u@ ku^˘] ma$̆ ] [lo@-w$ de$] [ya$˘-yî-m ku$] [E@r<E@ jç@rç@-w$] [[a@ ma@̆ ] E@r<E@ jç@rç@-w$] wa@ 

gu$<-w$, u@ mi$ra@99 de@⇒ [u@ mi$ra@] gu@-m$, u@ jç$rç$-jÊ˘ de$⇒ ha$̆  [[u@ E@r<E@ jç@rç@-w$] [E@r<E@ u@ 
jç@rç@-m$100] wo$] be@˘-rE$101 de@ woŷ, [[[bç&˘ ya@̆ ] [na$r<a@ ya@̆ ]] mâ˘] te@ge@-w$,  

  ha$̆  bu^̆  ka@la$ [u@ mâ˘] ni@-ti@-ya$ de@ wôy, [ku@ n)ây] ya$˘ji@̆  pa@ƒa@-w$, [ya$˘ji$̆ -pa$g’î˘ 
ku$] [bu^˘ a$na$sa@̆ ra@ be$] mariage≡ra@ de@102, a$na$sa@˘ra@ be$ mariage≡ra$,  ha$̆  a$ma@˘nu$, 
[ya&-m—, mu&̆ ] [E@r<E@ jç@rç@-m$] gu$y< [ya$˘-yi$-m mu&̆ ] [E@r<E@ jç@rç@-m$] gu$y< a$su$w<E$-yî-m 
ka@la$ [E@r<E@ jç@rç@-m$] gu$y<,  

  [[[na$r<a&-m ya@˘] [bç&̆ -m ya@̆ ]] ka@la$] [E@r<E@ mâ˘] ni@-ti@-ya$, ha$̆  a$rsi$lâ-m yE@-ma$ 
de$, sE@̆ dE$ go@-yE$ 

I: u$su@ ga&<-yE$, u$su@ ga&<-yE$ 

                                                        
94 -m suffix is present even with inanimate nouns in the sense ‘a certain’ (as opposed to ‘one’). Note 

that the preceding noun has lexical  tones. 
95 ta@n ‘only’, from Fulfulde. 
96 Subject relative clause with Perfective Negative verb. 
97 ya@ bu@ ‘(it) exists, there is’ here takes a factive complement in the form of an ordinary main clause: 

“there is (a system/pattern/custom by which) …” 
98 ba@ for quotative particle wa@ after nasal. 
99 Suppletive negative form of -jç$rç@- ‘want, like, love’. 
100 Emended: tape has jç@rç@-w$. 
101 be@- ‘remain, stay’ in the sense ‘it happens that …’. 
102 de@ here is not the ‘if’ particle, rather an Emphatic particle with an admonitive flavor, here translated 

“…, mind you!” This Emphatic particle occurs (as de or dey) in all local languages and is 
sometimes used in local French. 
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O: u$su@ ga&<-yE$, [i@ye@ u@su$] ya$̆ ji$˘-pa$g’î˘≡∅ wa$ [ju@ma$ u$su$], u$su@ ga&<-yE$, a$rsi$lâm yE& 
mç$̆ li@-yE$ [[[ha$̆  [[[a$ma@̆ nu$ ya@˘⇒] [a$ma@̆ nu$ ya@̆ ⇒]] ma@̆ ], tu&̆  jç@rç@-yE$ gu$y<-bç@] wa@] 
[ya$̆ ji$̆ -pa$g’î˘≡∅ wa$] [[sE@̆ dE$ wa$y’i$̆ ≡∅] wa$], 

  [cE$rE$y [ku@ wo@] u^̆  ga&<-w$ ku$]103 [[cE$rÊy ku$] i@ni$r<i$] n)a$r<i@-yE$, [ha$̆  [bu^˘ sE$̆ dE$] 
[bu@˘du$ da@ma$ ma@˘nu$]≡∅ wa$] [N$gu@ ku@≡m$] ba$,104 ha$̆  [nu$ nu@-m$ bo$’wo$’wôy105], [E@r<E@ 
ya$] [E@̆ < de@] sE@˘dE$ go@-m$, a$mâ˘n [a$mâ˘n ya$-m ku$] [ku@≡m$ [ku@ sE@̆ dE$]≡∅], ku@≡m$ [î˘ 
mariage]≡∅ 

S: [bu@̆ du$≡ra@ de@] kç$̆ <-kâ˘< ni@-m$-nE$ ma$ 
O: o$ru$su@ ni$-ni@-yE$⇒, ta&̆  ni$-ni@-yE$⇓, [ku@ bE$-lu@-w@ de@] [[bu@̆ du$ ku$] n)ây sa$y ka@la$] pa@ƒa@-w$, 

[ta&˘ N$go@⇑] [o$ru$su@ N$go@⇓] 
S: ya&-m ku$, a$su$w<E$-yî-m ku$, [nu$ jç$ru@-m ku$] [[E@r<E@≡m$ sa$y]106 lo@ te@ge@-m$] ma$⇒ [[E@r<E@ 

a@ti$ya$-m] te@ge@-m$] ma$⇒ [nu$ la&-m] te@ge@-m$ 
O: [u@ sa$y] lo@ te@ge@—, [u@ sa$y] lo@ ti$-te@ge@-w$⇒ [[u@ sa$y] bE@rE@-m$-ndo$-w$ de$] [[u@ bç^̆ ] n$] 

ti$-ti@-w$⇒, [u@ po@ya$-m] ti$-ti@-w$⇒, [u@ ti@ya$-m] ti$-ti@-w$⇓, [u@ sa$y] [[u@ mâ˘] ni@-ti@-ya$ de$] 
ka@la$ ku@≡m$, [ga$̆  [[u@ sa$y], le@m⇒ lo$ na@y] [ya&-m jç@rç@-y$] u@ gu&<-w$ de$] [[[u@ ma^̆ ] bu^˘ 
ni$’y ku$] nu&m bu@-w$] 

I [overlapping]: [[u@ sa$y] ma^̆ ]107 ni@-m$-nE$, xxx 
O: [[i$se$˘ la&w] wo@], [ha$˘ [u@ bç^˘] yE$-m@] ba@ gu&<-yE$, [nu@w<o$y ka$y] [[u@ bç^̆ ] jç@rç@-m$] ku$]108 

ju@wç@-m$—, ju$wç@-j-â˘, ç$̆ < [[[u@ de@re$] jç@rç@-m$] ku$] ju$wç@-j-â˘ de$] [[ya&-m ku$] a@Na$y 
ni@-yE$], [[na$r<a@ tu$w<o@] [bç&̆  tu$w<o@] ya@̆ ji$˘] 

S: ya$˘ji$̆ -pa$g’î˘ ku$ ya$, [ya$˘-yî-m bç$̆ ] u$ro$] ka@<-yE$ ma$⇒, [[a$su$w<E$-yî-m bç$̆ ] u$ro$] ka@<-yE$ 
O: [[[ya$̆ -yî-m ku$] bç^̆ ] u$ro$] ka@<-yE$ 
S: bon, ya$˘ji@̆  pa@ƒa@-ti@-ya$ de$ ne@y, a$Nây-a$Nây be@-yE$ [â˘ ye$y] 
O: ya$̆ ji@̆  pa@ƒa@-ti@-ya$ de@ wôy, [[ya&-m ku$] le@mde@-w$] [[[a@ mâ˘] ni@’y@] gu$< na@y] 
I: lo@ ka$rwa@ ga&<-yE$, [nu&-m go@-w$ de$] [lo@-w$ de$] ka$rwa@ ga&<-m$, [ya&-m ya$̆ ji@̆  bu^̆  pa@ƒa@-w$] 

[[u$su@ pE@ru@] ga@lu$ wo$], [nu&-m pç@˘⇒ u@ro$ lo@-w$ de$] ka$rwa@ ga&<-m$,  
  [ka$rwa@ E@r<E@ ga&<-w$] tu@lu$ wo$, [nu&-m i@ya$ go@] [ya&-m u$ro$’ti$n’î˘≡∅]109 wa$, 

le@mde@-yE$, u$su@ ga&<-yE$, [u$su$ ku$yç@̆ 110 bu^̆  ga&<-w$ ku$] i@yi@-m$-n$do$, [na$ ye$y-nE@] 
ga&<-yE$, ku@≡m$ i@yi@-m$,  

  n)a@r<u$ wo$, lo@ di$mdi@-jE@-yE$, a$su$w<E$-yî˘ ma$rpâ˘ ta@-yE$, [[[u@ro$ ku$] wo$] yâ˘ lo@-w$ 
de$] [ç$mç^̆  nî˘ kç@wç@-jE$-w$ de$] [yâ˘ be@-m$], [[u$su@ pE@ru@ pe$ri@-ye$y], be@-j’E^̆  de$], i@ya$ [[a@ 
bç^̆ ] u$ro$] lo@-m$, [N$gu@-m$⇑, ya&-m yÊ-y] [i@ya$ dÊm⇒ n)u$w<ç@̆ -rE$],  

  [jâ˘≡m de$ ka$y] yi$-na$r<’î˘≡∅, [yi$ tu$w<ô-m] na$r<a@-ti@˘-w$ de$, la&-m u@ na$r<a@˘-rE$ 
ma$̆ , na$Na$na@˘ [ç$Ngç$rç$ u@ro$] yE& ta@Ngu@-m$, a@Na$y ka@<-yE$-b-a$̆ , [i@ye@ nE@̆ ] [ku@ ba$̆ ] 
gç&y<-m$-nE$, E@r<E@ na$r<a@̆ -rE$ ba$̆ , [ç$Ngç$rç$ u@ro$] le@mde@-yE$,  

                                                        
103 Object relative. 
104 ba$ for wa$ (quotative particle) after nasal. 
105 = wo$’wo$’wôy for the more common wo$’wôy, already extended variant of of wôy ‘all’. Initial /w/ 

hardened to b after a nasal. 
106 [E@r<E@-m$ sa$y] ‘it’s he alone’. Here the ‘it is’ clitic -m$ is added to the pronoun, with /sa&y/ ‘only’ 

following. 
107 Here /sa&y/ ‘only’ is treated as part of the pronominal NP, and is followed by the Dative postposition 

mâ˘. 
108 Definite ku$ at the end of a factive complement (in main-clause form) of ‘know’. 
109 Verbal noun with logical subject and object both present. The subject takes its normal tone. The 

object appears as a L-toned compound initial. There is no possessive tone contour. 
110 ku$yç@̆  here is an adverb ‘at first, initially’. The preceding noun drops its tones as head of an object 

relative clause. 
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  [ta$Ng’i$̆  na@˘] yE&̆ -rE$ de@ wôy, le@mde@-yE$ hâl u$su@ ga&<-yE$, [nu&˘ wôy] mç$̆ li@-yE$, 
pi@r<a$ to@ro@-yE$, yE& e@wye@-yE$, [ya&-m yE&˘-rE$ de$] [du@wâw ka@<-yE$], [ji@njE$ se&w 
je@mde$-y$] [ji@njE$ u@ro$ Na@y<i$̆  pE@˘’wi$-y$] [ji@njE$ Na@y<i$̆  ka@<-y@] wa@,  

  [du$wa$w â˘ jç@rç@-m$ wôy]111 ka@<-ma$ de$, i@Ngi@ri@ sa@ya@-yE$, ha@ya$, nE@˘ ka$y, [ku@ 
wo@] du$w<ç$-r<i@⇑ 

O: [ku@ wo@] du$w<ç@̆ -rE$ 
I: [N$gu@ wo@] du$w<ç$≡ra$⇒, ma$ [a@Na$y≡m$≡n$da$̆ ] S 
O: ku@≡m$ ya$-ta$l’î˘≡∅ 
S: [cE$mnE$ la&w] N$go$ ma$⇑ 
I: N$gu@≡m$ ya$-ta$lî˘≡∅, ya&̆ , [â˘ ji$ye$] ji@ye@-yE$ [[da@ma@y ku$] wo$], [ku$yç^̆ ≡m de$] [kç$su^˘ 

ba@r<a@-yE$-b’a$̆ ] kç$rç$ba@, [i@ye@ nE@˘] kç$rç$ba$-ba$r<’î˘ du$wç@-ti@̆ -y$,  
  ya&̆  [â˘ sa$y] [[[â˘ ta$w<y<a$] u$ro$ ku$] wo@] kç$su^̆  ba@r<a@-yE$⇑, bu@lu$ ba@r<a@-yE$⇑, 

ji#ye@ ji@ye@-yE$, [N$gu@ ka$y] i@ye@ [[ya&̆  ku$] da@w<a$]≡∅, [a@r<a$ ka$y] [[la&w kç$̆ < bu^˘ ka@<-m$] 
N$go@] [du@wâw ka@<y-j-â˘ de$] [i@nji@ri@ sa@ya@-yE$] 

S: [ku@ la@wa@̆ -rE$ de$] [la&w [cE$mnE$ la&w] N$go$] 
I: la&w N$go$ 
O: [la&w N$go$] [ya$-ta$l’î˘ wo$] [ku@ la@wa@˘-rE$ de$] [[cE$mnE$ la&w] N$go$] 
I: du$mdç@̆  ku@≡m$ 
 
Beni Text 2005-1.15 
 
S: ji$r<e@y dç@̆ -rE$ de$, [[a$rsE&̆  bu^̆ -ni$] a@nda@̆  jo$lo@-yE$] [[u$su$-bo@r<o@ ya$] a@nda@̆  jo$lo@-yE$] 
O: ji$r<e@y dç@̆ -rE$ de$, ji$r<e@y dç@˘-rE$ [to&y ti@yE@̆ -rE$ de@ wo$-wôy] [nu$ kâ˘<-m$], [a@ a@rsE$˘-m] 

te@nge@-m$, [[a@ a@rsE$̆ -m] bE$r-be$re@˘112 ga&<-m$, [i@r<a$ wo$] nu@-w<u@-m$-n$do$, lo@ 
n)i$-n)e@̆ -w<u@-m$, [hâl a$yu@-w$ de$] [lo@ ma$ de$] wo@Ngo@ro@ wa@ra@-yE$, [nu$— a$rsE&̆ -m ya@˘⇑] 
[i@r<a$ ya$˘⇓] da$˘yi@-m$-ndo$, [ku@ gu$na@y] n)e@˘-w<u@-yE$ 

S: [a$rsE&̆  ku$] ni@̆ wo$, ji$r<e@y wo@, [a$rsE&̆  bu^̆ ] u@ro$ bu^̆  du@wç@-yE$ ma$⇒, ç$r<ç@̆  bu^̆  jo$lo@-yE$ 
O: [a$rsE$̆  u@ro$ be&̆ ] ya@ b-E$̆ <-bç@⇑, ç$r<ç$̆ ’lo&̆ 113 ya@ b-E$̆ <-bç@, [n)e@˘-w<@u@-w$ de$] [u@ro$ je@-w$], u@ro$ 

je@-w$ de$, [u@ro$ jÊ˘ ja@̆ jE@-wu@-w$ de$] yâ˘ na@-yE$, [[ç$r<ç@˘ da@̆ ] ka@la$ bi$-be&̆ ] ya@ b-E$̆ <-bç$ 
S: [ç$r<ç@˘ bu^˘ jo$lo@˘-ra$-w$ ku@] [n$je@ gi$ni@≡m$] 
O: [ç$r<ç@̆  bu^˘ jo$lo@˘-ra$-w$ ku@] [[kç$̆ < la&w] gu$nu@]≡m$≡n$da$, [ç$r<ç@˘ bu$-w$ de@ woŷ] [[a$rsE&̆ -m 

mâ˘] ç$r<ç@̆  i$re$w] [u@ ka@la$ bi@ri@gi@ bi$-bE@rE@-w$], [a$rsE&˘ ku$] su$wç@ bu^˘ su@wç@-tî˘ de@ wôy, 
bi@ri@gi@ ta@Ngu@-m$,  

  a@ywa$ yu^˘, ka@la$, [ku@ ç@r<ç$ ku$] wa$ra@-tu@-w$ de$, ku@≡m$ mE$gE$ yu^̆  i@rE@-m$, [bi@ri@gi@ 
N$go$ de$] [yu^˘ i@rE@ bE@rE@-m$-n$do$], [u@ wo@Ngo$ro$] [da$y< ku@ ka@mdu@-w$ wôy] [[[bi@ri@gi@ 
bç@Ngç$] ga@y<i$˘] yu^̆  bE@rE@-m$-n$do$-w$] [a$rsE&˘ mâ˘] ka@la$ [ç$r<ç@˘ mE$gE$ [ku@ na@fa$ƒa$]114 
[bu^˘ ma$˘] bu$], [ku@ gu$n] ç$r<ç@̆  jo$lo@˘-ra$-w$-bç$ 

S: [ya$ru@115 go@̆ -rE$ de$] u@ro$ ye@-yE$ ma$⇒, [ç$r<ç@̆  da@̆ ] be@-yE$ 
O: ya$ru@ go@˘-rE$ de$⇒, [[[ç$r<ç$̆ ’da$̆ ]’be&̆ 116 ya@ b-E$̆ <-bç$⇑] [[u$ro$’yE&̆ ] ya@ b-E$˘<-bç$⇓], [a$su@̆  

a$rsE$̆  [ç$r<ç$˘’da$˘]’be&̆ ] ya@ b-E$˘<-bç$, [u@ro$ b-Ê˘<] ka@la$ ya@ b-E$̆ <-bç$, [u@ro$ b-Ê˘< ku$] 

                                                        
111 In this relative clause, the final wôy ‘all’ has logical scope over the head noun: “all the blessings 

that they (themselves) want.” 
112 Compare agentive noun bE$r-be$re@’m ‘herder’ (Pl bE$r-be$re@). The initial of these forms is bE@ru$ 

‘goats’. 
113 Note L-tone (compound-initial) form of ç$r<ç@̆  ‘(to the) bush’ in this (plural subject) relative clause. 
114 Variant of [ku@ na@fa$̆ ] ‘its value’, cf. na$fâ˘ ‘benefit, value, usefulness’. 
115 ya$ru@ ‘edge of rainy season’. With dç@ ‘arrive’ it denotes the period just before the rainy season, with 

go@ ‘go out’ it denotes the period just after. The corresponding nouns are ya$ru$-dç^˘ and ya$ru$-gô˘. 
116 Subject relative (plural) with L-toned locational adverb, elsewhere ç$r<ç@˘ da@̆  ‘in the bush over there’. 
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bu^̆ -ni$— [su$wç$ bu^˘ su@wç@-w$ ku$] [[bu^̆  li$w ku$] ba$ra@-ma$ de$] [ç$r<ç@̆  [i@r<a$ wo$] 
jo$lo@-yE$], [ç$r<ç@̆  bu$-w$ de$ ka@la$] [u@ kç^̆ <] [yâ˘ ho@ggo$] [yâ˘ ba@sa@-m$ ti$ne@m117] [yâ˘ 
be$-w$] 

S: [ya$ru@ go@˘-rE$ de@ ya$] [a$Nây ka@<-w$ [bu^̆  ma$̆ ]] 
O: [[a$rsE&̆  ku$] mâ˘] ma$ 
S: [[ji$r<e@y kç^˘<] N$gu@] ga@y<i$˘] so@y] n)e@˘-w<u@-m$ ti$ne@m be@-yE$ ma$⇒, ma$˘ a$Nây ka@<-yE$ 
O: [ya$ru@ go$ n@] [nu@w<o$y ka$y] [[i@r<a$ wôy] bi$rE$] [yu^̆  bi$rE$ wôy] du$w<ç@˘-rE$, de@ [kç$su^̆  

bi$rE$]≡∅, [[kç$su^̆  bi$rE$ wo$-wôy] du$w<ç@˘-rE$ de@ wôy] [a$rsE&̆  ku$] [ku@ ka$y] la&r ti@-yE$, 
  nE@̆  n)e$̆ -w<’î˘ N$go$, [kç$̆ < bu^̆  n)a$Ngu$ru@-m$] N$go$ ni@̆ wo$, [ta&˘ yE@-ma$ de$] 

nç$̆ -w<u@-yE$ [ta&̆  bu^̆  yE&̆ -rE$ de$], [nç$̆ -w<u@-j-â˘ de$] [lo@ [â˘ sa$y] n)E@-yE$] 
S: [[ji$r<e@y ya@̆ ] [u$su$-bç@r<ç$ ya@̆ ]] [a$rsE&̆  je@su$ ku$] tu$w<ô˘ ma$⇒ de@y<-dêy<≡∅ 
O: [[ji$r<e@y ya@̆ ] [u$su$-bç@r<ç$ ya@˘]] [[a$rsE&̆  je@su$] tu$w<ô˘ ka@y<] bE@rE@-m$, [[ji$r<e@y wo@] [sa$wa$̆  

ç$ru@] n)E@-yE$] [u$su$-bç@r<ç$ be$ru@ N$go$] [[sa$wa$˘ ma&̆ ] n)E@-yE$], [[[sa$wa$˘-ma$̆ ]-n)E&-m ya@˘] 
[[sa$wa$˘-ç$ru$]-n)E&-m ya@˘]] tu$w<ô˘ ka@y< bE@rE@-m$-n$do$, u$su$-bç@r<ç$ mE$gE4 bu^̆  o$su$—, 
[ji$r<e@y wo@≡m$] mE$gE$ [bu^˘ je$su$] E@su$118 

S: [u$su$-bç@r<ç$ la$r-t’î˘] [ku@≡m$ mE$gE$ bu^̆ -ni$ a@w<a@-w<u@-m$] ma$⇒, ma$⇒ [[bu^̆  di$mbi$yi$ na@y] 
[lo$ na@y] n)E$˘-w<î˘] [ku@≡m$ mE$gE$ bu^̆ -ni$ a@w<a@-w<u@-m$] 

O: [[nu$ di$mbi$yi$-lo&˘] ya@ b-E$˘<-bç$] [di$mbi$yi$-lo$-n)E$˘-w<î˘]119 ku@≡m$ mE$gE$—, [di$mbi$yi$-lo&-y$] 
[ku@≡m$ mE$gE$ bu^̆ -n$ na@fE@-m$], ga$̆  di$mbi$yi$-lo&-y$ bE@rE@-m$-nE$, 

  [yi$tÊ˘ [u@ mâ˘] a@wu@-m$-nE$] [[di$mbi$yi@ lo@-y@] gu$<-w$] ka@la$, [[yi$ mu&̆ ] 
n)E@̆ -w<u@-m$-n$do$] [[yi$ mu&̆ ] n)E@̆ -w<u@-m$-n$do$] [[yi$ mu&̆ ] n)E@˘-w<u@-m$-n$do$], ha$̆  [[[[u@ 
yî-m] ma$˘] n)E@˘-w<i$’y$] gu$<-w$ ka@la$] a@wu@-m$-n$do$, ha$̆  [ku@ gu$na@y] [nE@˘ ka$y] [nu$ 
kâ˘<] la&l-la&r120 ti@̆ -ra$˘-y, 

  [[ç$r<ç@̆  da@̆ ] ka@la$ de@y<⇒ lo$ na@y] [[nu&˘ mâ˘] n)a@w<a$ kç$̆ <121 bu^˘ su@yç@-m$] N$go$, 
[ji$r<e@y kç^̆ <] ga@yi$̆ , [yu^˘ kç@su@-j-a^̆ ] [bi@rE@ du$w<ç@̆ -rE$] 

I: [â˘ sa$y] lo@-yE$ de@ ya$, na&̆ -m ya$ƒa@ si@ye$122 de$ ma$⇒, [a$Nây ka$< na@y] yi@̆ -w$ 
O: [â˘ sa$y] lo@’yE$ de$, na&̆ -m ya$ƒa@ si@ye$ de$⇑, [[ji@njE$ nu$-m] [ku@ da@̆ ] yi@-jÊ˘ de$] [yE& [u@ mâ˘] 

te@ge@-m$], [ji@njE$ nu$-m] yi&-r123 de@⇒, na&̆ -m ya$ƒa@-n@—, ya$ƒa@-n@124 [[nu$ kâ˘<-m] E@r<E@ 
yi&-r de@] [ti@wE@-m$ sa@̆ tE@-m$] [na$w<â˘ ka@la$ bE$rE@ ku@wo@-m$-n$do$-w$] mu@rso@̆ -rE$-w$ 

I: ba$y nu&-m di$mbi$yi@ lo@-w$ de@ ya$ nE@˘, [u@ yî-m] 
O: [[u@ yî-m] di$mbi$yi@ lo@-w$ de$] [na&̆ -m ya$ƒa@ si@ye$ de$] [yE& [u@ mâ˘] te@ge@-m$] [a$ma@̆ nu$ 

na&̆ -m ya$ƒa@ si@ye$ ko$y], [lo@ [nu&̆  mâ˘] te@ge@-w$] lo@ a&y i@nji@ri@-wu@-yE$ 
I: ku@≡m$ [ku@ ne@w<e$˘] ku@≡m$ 
O: ku@≡m$ [ku@ ne@w<e$˘] ku@≡m$ 

                                                        
117 Invariant ti$ne@m plus inflected form of bu$ ‘be’ (or a stative like be@- ‘remain’) after an imperfective 

clause in invariant -m$, in progressive aspect sense ‘be VP-ing’. Another example: a$ra$jô˘ di$le@-m$ 
ti$ne@m b-E$̆ < ‘they’re listening to the radio’. See also three speaking turns below (S speaking). 

118 From E$su@ ‘good’, with {HL} contour in comparatives. 
119 Emended: tape has n)E&-y ‘eating’. 
120 For /la$ru@-la$ru@/, reduplication of la$ru@ ‘chase away, drive out’. Phonetically the final r assimilates 

fully to the following t. 
121 I take n)a@w<a$ ‘damage’ to be a kind of adverbial here, not the possessor of kç$̆ < ‘thing’, whose 

L-tone I attribute to its relative-head function: ‘anything in the way of damage that they struck 
(=did).’ My assistant accepted a version of the same sentence with the order of kç$˘< and n)a@w<a$ 
reversed. 

122 Here, equivalent to Perfective si@ye@̆ -rE$ ‘it has gone down’. 
123 /yi$-ri@/ ‘did not see’. Here, phonetically [yi&d] as the /r/ assimilates to the following d. 
124 Equivalent to ya$ƒa@ ni@. 
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I: [ku@ ni@̆ wo$] u$su$-bç@r<ç$ la&r ti@-m$-nE$, [[nu$ ka$˘<] [â˘ na$̆ ] ha$ybu@]125 [ku@ ni@˘wo$] [na&̆  ku$] 
di$mba$-w$-bç$ 

O: [ku@ ni@̆ wo$] na&˘ ha@ybE@̆ -ra$-w$-bç$ 
I: ku@≡m$ [ku@ ne@w<e$˘] wa$ 
 
Beni Text 2005-1.16 
 
S: dç^̆ , [â˘ na$̆ ] bu^̆ ≡m$ n)e@̆ -w<u@-m$ ma$⇒, ma$̆  [pu@lç$̆  ma$̆ ] ni@-yE$, [pu@lç$˘ ma$̆ ] ni@-yE$ de$ 

ka@la$, [bu^˘ ni@˘-ra$-w$ ku$] [n$je@ gi$na@y≡m$] 
O: ha$̆ , [nu@w<o$y ka$y] dç^̆ , [nu$ jo@˘] [â˘ na$̆ ] [pu@lç$̆  ma$̆ ] ni@-m$-nE$, [ku$yç@̆  dç^̆  na&˘-m 

ju@wç@-m$-nE$] [na&˘-m ma$Ngi@-ti@-ya$126 de$] [pu@lç$-m yE&-w$ de$] [a@ mâ˘] ni@-y@ wa@ gu@<-m$, 
[E@r<E@ mâ˘] ni@-yE$-b-a$̆ ,  

  ha$̆  [pu@lç$̆  lo@-ma$ de$] [[u@ nâ˘] [na$̆  ti$wE$-ri@-m$ ku$] ti@yE@ n)E@-ma$ de$] [ti@wE@̆ -rE$ wa$ 
gu&<-yE$], [[[na$˘ la&-m] du@rç$] [u@ mâ˘] cE@sE@ jE$̆  ye@-ye$, ha$̆  [u@ nâ˘-m] ti@wE@˘-rE$ wa$, 
[[E@r<E@ du@rç$] N@go$y] wa$, [[dç^̆ -m ya$] [na$̆  gu@nu@m ku$] yi$ na@y] [ju@wç@-m$-n$do@ wê˘y127 
[na$̆ -du@rç$ n)a$y] mç$̆ lu$, 

  [na$̆ -du@rç$ a$wu@-w$ de$] [a@ u@ro$] de$yi@-m$, [[[a@ bç^˘] yi$tE$˘] ma$̆ ] [[[[a@ nâ˘]128 mu&̆ ] 
ti@wE@̆ -rE$] gu$y<-bç$] wa$, [Na@y<i$̆  bu^̆  ka@<-m$] [bu^̆  ka@<-m$] [bu^̆  ka@<-m$] [hâl [yE$ n@] dç^˘ 
ku@ ju$wç$-bç@, ha$̆  [ku@ ju$wç$ n@] [nu@w<o$y [nu$ jo@̆ ]⇑, [â˘ na$̆ ] la&w [pu@lç$̆  ma$̆ ] 
ni@-m$-nE$], [[â˘ yi$tE$̆ ] n)e@˘-w<u@-yE$] [î˘ na$̆ ] [î˘≡m$ so$-w$, [[pu$lç$̆ ’ma$̆ ]’ni&˘129 
ya@-b-E$̆ <-bç$] [ga$̆  ni&˘130 jo$̆ -ra@-bç@], [pu@lç$̆  î˘≡n$ na@mba@ra@ lç@ƒç@ bu^̆  la@wa@131 n$] a@Na$y, 
[[bu^˘ ma$̆ ] nî˘—, ni$-m$-n$do@] [a@Na$y tu$mdi$] 

S: [u$su$-dE@r<i@ wo@] na&̆ -m [na@ a$̆ Nga@] E@w<E@̆ -w$ 
O: na&̆ -m, [u$su$-dE@r<i@ wo@] [na@ ye$y] E@w<E@-yE$, [ç$mç^̆  ya@̆ ⇑] [n)a@r<u$ ya@̆ ⇓] 
S: [kç$su^˘ n)a$y] E@w<E@̆ -w$ ma$⇒, ma$⇒ [[kç$˘< ni$njE$ n$je@]132 n)ây] E@w<E@̆ -w$ 
O: [[kç$su^˘ n)a$y] E@w<E@-yE$] ka@ra@wâl gu&<-yE$, [bi$-be@re@ kç^̆ <] ja@ri@-ya@y133 ya@ bu@, [ku@ n)ây] 

E@w<E@-yE$, [[gu$mbç$ tÊ˘] n)a$y] ka@la$ i$-E@w<E@-yE$ 
S: nu@w<o$y ba$y, [[na&̆  be$] ç$r<ç@̆  lo@̆ -r-a$̆  de$] ye@-m$ ye@-m$, [â˘ na$r<a$] be@˘≡n$ di$-da$˘yi@-yE$, i@ri$ 

i$-a@ra@-yE$, [ku@ mâ˘] a$Nây ka@̆ <-w$ 
O: [na$˘-na$̆ ]-be$re@-m134 ya@ bu@, [na$̆ -yi$]-be$re@-m ya@ bu@] [ji$r<e@y wo@≡m$ de$ ka$y], [na$̆ -na@˘ 

ku$] [yi$tÊ˘ di$mba$-w$-ra$-bç$] [nu&-m di$mba$-w$-ra$] [na$̆ -yî-m ku$] yî-m di$mba$-w$-ra$ de@ 
wôy, [[ku@ ka$y] [ç$r<ç@̆  da@̆ ] da$˘yi@-j-â˘ de$] a@ra@-jE@-yE$,135 hE@<136 bE@rE@-m$-n$do$-w$ 

                                                        
125 Relative clause with nu$ kâ˘< ‘everyone, anyone’ as subject and head NP. Note that agreement is 

plural. 
126 ma$Ngi@- ‘take a handful of (food)’, here ‘accumulate, buy another (cow)’. 
127 wê˘y ‘a fortiori’ 
128 The tone of /na&̆ / ‘cow’ is determined here by the preceding possessor, hence [a@ nâ˘] ‘his (own) 

cow’, rather than by the following demonstrative. Compare unpossessed na$˘ mu&̆  ‘this cow’ with 
L-tone required by the demonstrative. 

129 Plural subject relative with L-toned PP as compound initial, cf. [pu@lç$˘ ma$̆ ] ‘to/for the Fulbe’ in 
main clauses. 

130 Plural subject relative consisting of verb only. 
131 lç@ƒç@ ‘overflow’ and la@wa@- ‘pass’ are used here in a verb chain in the sense ‘(do) excessively, (do) to 

an outrageous extent’. The verb na@mba@ra@ ‘trick, dupe’ contributes the main semantic substance. 
132 n$je@ ‘what?’, here as adjective ‘which?’ with preceding L-toned nouns, cf. kç@˘< ‘thing’ and ni$njE@ 

‘gear’. The combination kç$̆ < n$je@ ‘which thing?’ is common in the sense ‘what?’. Here a more 
precise noun ‘gear’ is added. 

133 Negative counterpart: ja@ri@-ya@y≡ra$. 
134 Cf. na$˘ na@̆ -m ‘adult cow’ (Pl na$˘ na@˘). The second stem is na@̆ -, here ‘adult’ (not juvenile). 
135 Verbal suffix -jE@- in sense ‘do completely’, with imperfective ending. 
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S: nu@w<o$y na&̆ -m, [i$ri$-du$wî˘ dç@̆ -rE$] [i$ri$-du$wî˘ a$w-ri@], [E@r<E@ mâ˘] a$Nây ka@̆ <-w$ 
O: [i$ri$-du$wî˘ dç@˘-rE$] [i$ri$-du$wî˘ a$w-ri@ de@] [tç@̆ n)E$ ga&̆ <-yE$], [[tç@̆ n)E$ bu^˘ gu&<-m$ ku$] ya@ bu@] 

[tç@̆ n)E$ ga&̆ <-yE$], be$re$-yî˘ cE@gu@ru@-ma$ de$, [[ci@r<i$ ku$] wo@] ga&<-yE$, [ga&m ya$] [ci@r<i$ 
ku$] gç@-yE$, [[ci@r<i$ ku$] gç@-ma$ de$] [be$re$-yî˘ yâ˘ ga&y< du@wç@-yE$] [[ku@ ka@la$] bE$rE@ 
a@ra@-m$-n$do$], [ku@ da$< wôy] tç@˘n)E$ gu&̆ <-y$ 

S: [[kç$˘< n$je^̆ ≡∅] [E@r<E@ a@r-i $̆ ] ga$˘lu@-m$] [ku@ ga&y<-ti@-ya$ de$] [E@r<E@ a@r-i $̆ ] [a$Nây n)a$y] ga$̆ lu@-m$ 
O: [ku@ ga&y<-ti@-ya$ de$] [[[i@ri$ ku$] wo@] dç@̆ -rE$ de@ wôy], [[i@ri$ ku$] wo@] [tç@̆ n)E$ ku@≡m$ de$] 

[[do$ro@ n)ây] ka@<-yE$], [[do$ro@ n)ây] bu^̆  ka@y<-tî˘ de$] [[Na@y<i$̆  a@ra@-m$] gu$y< de@ wôy] 
[[do$ro@ ku$] [[E@r<E@ na@r<a$] i$ri$] gç@-m$], na$r<a@-m yç$ƒç@ ta@Ngu@-m$, [bi$-be$re$-yî˘ ku@≡m$ de$ 
ka@la$] [lo@ [bi$-be$re$-yî˘ ku$] di$si$ye@-jE@-m$] [i@ri$ ku$ da@̆ ] [i@ri$ bE$rE@ a@ra@-m$-n$do$] 

I: hâl ma@y<a@-m$ 
O: hâl ma@y<a@-m$ 
 
Beni Text 2005-1.17 
 
S: [[na&̆ ’m na@fa$˘] [kç$˘< n$jê˘≡∅]] [[a$rsE&̆ ’m na@fa$˘ na$Na$na@˘] [kç$˘< n$jê˘≡∅]] 
I: bE@ru$’m, [E@r<E@ ç$r<ç@̆  [bu^̆  go$l’i$̆ ]137] jo$̆ ’ra@, u@ro$ be@’yE$, [n$je@ ni@˘wo$≡m] [u@ro$, su$wç$ E@r<E@ 

su@wç@’m$ ku$], [ba$ra$ na@y] [ç$r<ç@˘ jo$lo@’yE$], ku$yç@˘ ku@ bu^̆  ka@<’m$ ba$y, [ku@ ku$], [bi$rE$ 
jo@˘] ka@̆ <’rE$, i@ye@ [ku@ ni@˘wo$], [nu$ jo@˘] [â˘ bE$ru$], ç$r<ç@̆  bi$re@’yE$, 

  [u@ro$ ya@ b’E$̆ <⇑] ↓[ç$r<ç@˘ be@’yE$], ga$̆  [ç$r<ç$̆  be&’m ku$] [E@r<E@≡m$ mE$gE$ su@̆ r<u@ 
so@’w$], bE@ru$’m ku$, be$ru@ si$’si@r<i@’m$, [E@w<E$y [E@r<E@ kç^̆ <≡∅]], [lu@w138 du@’m$’n$do$], [i@r<a$ 
ku$ wo@] yâ˘ bu$], su$wç@ su@wç@’m$, [[N$gu@ ne@w<e$˘] ni$̆ wo$]’m 

S: [[a$rsE&̆ ’m na@fa$˘] na$Na$na@̆ ] n$jê≡∅˘, na$fâ˘ n$jê˘≡∅, a$rsE&˘’m … 
I [overlapping]: na$fâ˘— 
S: … na$Na$na@˘’m ku$139 
I: a$rsE$̆  na$Na$na@˘’m ku$ ka$y, [u@ nu@nu$m] ci$li$̆ , nu$nu&m [u@ mâ˘] yE&̆ ’rE$ de$, ya$̆ ji#˘ pa@ƒa@’w$, 

[E@r<E@ ti$yE$ na@y] pa@ƒa@’w$, kç^˘ yE&̆ ’rE$, [E@r<E@ ti$yE$ na@y] n)E@’w$, N$gu@≡m$ [a$rsE&̆ ’m nu@nu$m] 
ku@≡m$, [u@ [lo@̆ su$ E$si$’m]]140 yE&̆ ’rE$, [E@r<E@ mâ˘] wo@ ni@141 bE@rE@’w$, gç@r<ç$’w$ de$], xxx 

S: [[yi$’m]-i$ni$r<i$˘’ga&y$< be$]142 a$Nây ka@̆ <’w$ 
I: i$ni$r<i$˘’ga&y$<, i$ni$r<i$˘’ga&y$< yE&̆ ’rE$ de$, bE@ru$’m, [[u$su@ su@y<çŷ] dç@̆ ’rE$ de$] [bE@ru$’m wo@̆ ’y$ de$], 

sE@w<E@˘’y$ [yi@’m i@ni$r<i$̆ ] ga&̆ <’y$, pE$rE&’m ma@⇒ bE@ru$m, [[ku@ ye$y] pi@re$] [[u@ mâ˘] kç$̆ < 
na@̆ r<u@’w$ wôy], i$ni$r<i$̆ ’ga&y$< N$gu@≡m$ ka@̆ ’y$ 

S: [[a$rsE&̆  gu@su$] na$fa$˘ be@ ya$] n$jê˘≡∅ 
I: gu$su@ ku$, [î˘ ne$w<e$̆ ]≡∅, [ku@ n)ây] nî˘ nu$’nç@̆ ’y$, bi$rE$ na@y, kç$sç&y a@yu@’w$ de$⇑143, [kç$̆ < 

ba$Ngu$ru@ u@ro$ je@’yE$] [[ç$r<ç@˘ lo$ na@y] [kç$˘< ba$Ngu$ru@ u@ro$ je@’yE$] a@yu@’w$ de$] [[kç$̆ < 
jo$lo@’yE$] a@yu@’w$ de$] [yâ˘ ga&<’w$ de$] ba$Ngu$ru@’w$, [E@sE@ ne@w<e$̆  ya$] [N$gu@ ku@≡m$] 

                                                                                                                                          
136 hE@< here is O’s idiosyncratic expression for ‘(not) a thing’. The widely used form is kç$̆ <kâ˘< 

‘anything’. 
137 Verbal noun with logical subject as possessor. The preceding object pronoun and adverbial have 

their normal tones. 
138 Variant of li@w ‘manure’. 
139 S’s broken phrase can be repaired as a$rsE$̆  na$Na$na@̆ ’m, with na$Na$na@˘’m functioning as modifying 

adjective. 
140 The possessor (2Sg u@) forces {HL} tone contour on the noun-adjective combination as a whole. 

Cf. lo$˘su$ E$su@’m ‘a good (=important) visitor’. 
141 ‘give’. 
142 Lit. “name-puttings of a child.” Here ‘child’ is singular in form but it is generic. 
143 a@yu@-w$ de$ ‘if you-Sg take’ could be construed literally here, but this expression can also be used 

abstractly with the elements of a list or chronological sequence: ‘(starting with) X, (to) Y, (and 
on to) Z, …’. Such a sequence can be (but here is not) brought to an end by a final phrase with 
ha@li$ ‘until, all the way to’. 
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S: [ku@≡m$≡n$da$ de$] [la&w N$go$] 
I: [E@sE@ ne@w<e$̆  ka$y] [N$gu@ ku@≡m$], ya@˘wa@, na&̆  nî˘ bu^˘ nç$̆ ’w<u@’m$ ka@la$, [ku@ n)ây] ce@˘le@̆ ’y$, 

bE$r’gu$su@ n)ây, na&̆  gu@su$⇑, tE@y bi$’bi$ye@̆ ’y$, na&̆  gu@su$⇑, ta&̆  ki$’ka@̆ <’y$, [N$gu@ do$̆  wôy] 
[[na&˘ gu@su$] n)a$y] ka@̆ <’y$ 

S: [a$rsE&’m na@fa$̆ ] na$Na$na@̆  [ku@≡m$ bE$]144 
I: na$fa$̆  î˘ te@ge@’w$ ku$ ka$y, a@ O, [ba&r bE@rE@’w$ de$] [dÊm⇒ ba$ru@’w$ ga$] 
O: E@w<E$y, [E@w<E$y na&̆ ’m E@w<E$y145 E$w<E$ na@y] [E@w<E$y n)i$’n)E@˘’y$], [ba@i$˘< de$] ti$’ti@yE@’w$⇒, 

n)i$’n)E@’w$⇒, [u@ ko@ro$˘jo$] n)i$’n)e@̆ ’w<u@’w$, ha$̆  [[E@w<E$y ku$] na@fa$̆  ka@la$] [N$gu@ ku@≡m$] 
I: [[[pu@lç$’m ya@̆ ] [î˘ ya@̆ ⇓]], kç$̆ < ka@wa@ so@’w$146], pu@lç$’m [î˘ ma$̆ ] mE$gE$ a$rsE&˘’m wa&y 

bE@rE@’m$, [[a@ ku^̆ ] ma$̆ ] [ç$r<ç@̆  nu’̂m]≡∅, a$rsE&̆  [bu^̆  ka@la$]—, ç$r<ç@˘, wa&y’yE$, î˘ [[ç$r<ç@̆  
bu^̆  gç@r<ç@’m$] ga@y<i$̆ ] [ç$r<ç@̆  ku@ gç@r<ç@’m$’n$do$̆ ’y$], hâl i@ye@ ka@la$,  

  [ku@ ni@̆ wo$] [[bu^˘ a$rsE$̆ ] mE$gE$ jô˘’bç$] [bu^˘≡m mE$gE$ a@w<a@’w<u@ bE@rE@’m$], [bu^̆  
ba$˘] a$rsE&̆ ’m a@w<a@’w<u@ bE@rE@’m$’n$do$̆ ’y$, [[[î˘ ya$̆ ⇑] [pu@lç$̆  ya$̆ ]] kç$̆ < ka@wa@ so@’w$ ku$] 
[N$gu@ ku@≡m$] 

S: [[ku$yç@̆  dç^̆  yi$tÊ˘ sE$’nE@147] gi&’n] [[pu@lç$˘ ma$̆ ] a$rsE&̆  ni@’yE$’b’a$̆ ] ma$⇒ [n$je@ gi$ni@≡m$] 
I: wo@Ngo@ro@ ku$⇓, [[u@ yî’m] wo$Ngo$ro$—, wa$r’i$̆ 148 ku$], wo@Ngo@ro@ i$re&w i$re&w i$re&w, [yi$ 

tu$w<ô’m ku$] [a$rsE&̆  E@r<E@ n)e@̆ ’w<u@’w$ dE@NgE$y] [yu$˘’wa$r’î˘ i$re$w], [[N$gu@ ma@̆ n’i$˘] 
ni$̆ wo$], ni@’m$’bE$˘’y$, 

  î˘ ti@n ni$149, [wo@Ngo@ro@ ku$ da@̆ ] i$re&w N$go$⇒⇑, a$rsE&˘ ku@≡m$ ma$ra@— [[bu^˘ na$˘] 
wo$] ma$ra@ du$w<o@˘’ra$’w$’bç$, ha$̆  nE@̆  [î˘ ti@ni@ ni$] [N$gu@ ka$y] [da$w<a@ ku$] [da$w<a$ 
da$yi@’m$]≡n$da$, i$re$w≡ra@ cê˘y, [î˘ yi$tE$̆ ] go$lo@ ga&̆ <’y$ de$, [nE@˘ ka$y] [na&̆  ku$] sa$y 
di$mbi$yi@̆ ’y$, [[na&˘ ku$] ne@w<e$˘] [N$gu@ n)ây] yî’y tu$mdi$˘’y$ 

 
Beni Text 2005-1.18 
 
I: ta$ra@̆ — 
S: da&nna$, a$Nây ka@<’yE$ 
I: da&nna$, i^̆  kç$̆ < i$la@ î˘ tE@mbu@’w$, da&nna$’m⇑, [[a@ ku^̆ ] ma$̆ ], [a@ nI@Ngi$] e@le@re@ jE$y150 ni@̆ wo$, 

da&nna$ tu@mdu@’m$, E@r<E@ ta@’m$ de$, E@r<E@ da$nu@’m$ de$, na$w<â˘ E@r<E@ ta@’m$ de$, [u$su@ 
tu$w<ô’m] bç$̆ ’u@ro$ mç$˘lu@’w$ de$, ta$ra@˘ ga$<’m@ ba@151, [[u$wç@ su@y<o$y] ma$⇒ [u$wç@ 
ga@̆ ra$y]] n)a$y, ta$ra@̆  ga@<’ma$ de$, u$su@ go@̆ ’rE$ nE@˘ [ç$r<ç$ na$w<â˘] [ku@ n)ây] yç$ƒç@ 
bE@rE@’m$’nE$, bç$̆ ’u@ro$ ma$rpâ˘≡ra$⇒⇑152 [be$re$’a$tôw]≡ra$⇒⇑ sa$̆ mbâ˘≡ra$, [nu$ kâ˘<’m] 
[[kç$̆ < a@ so@’w$]153 n)a$y] lo@’m$, pç@tç@’m$ su@yç@’yE$⇑, ta@’yE$ gç@’yE$⇓, lo@’m$ mç$̆ lu@ ko@ro@’yE$, 
[u$su$ çŵ] wo$, [yç$ ki$’ki$si$yi@’m] ki@si@ye@ bE@rE@’m$’n$do$, ko@ro@ bE$rE@’jÊ˘ de@ wôy, [nu$ kâ˘’m 

                                                        
144 bE$ ‘used to (do)’ after ‘it is’ copula. 
145 Both instances of E@w<E$y ‘milk [noun]’ in this intonation group are superfluous. The normal 

phrasing is na&̆ ’m E$w<E$ na@y ‘having milked the cow’. 
146 Lit. “have (a) distinction.” Negative counterparts are based on [ka@wa@ so$-lo@-]. 
147 sE$-nE@ ‘they don’t have’. Negation of s-E@̆ < ‘they have’. 
148 Slightly broken articulation of [u@ yî-m] wo$Ngo$ro$-wa$r-i$̆  ‘[your child’s] doing farm work’, with the 

logical subject as possessor of a verbal noun with incorporated object. 
149 Variant of ti@ni@ ni$ ‘having looked’. 
150 Purposive ‘for, in order that’. 
151 Hortative (‘let’s …’) -m@ followed by quotative wa@ (here ba@ after a nasal). 
152 Negative ≡ra$ at the end of each of three items in a list of hypothetical examples (‘whether it be X, 

or Y, or Z’). Cf. French que ce soit X, ou Y, ou Z. 
153 Object relative (‘what he has’), here as complement of a postposition. 
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wôy] [E@r<E@ bE$rE@’m$] [[E@r<E@ yç^’m]≡∅]154, [ma$rpâ˘ n)a$y] ta@ bE$rE$’w$ [[u@ yç’̂m]≡∅⇑], 
[be@re@ n)ây] pç@tç@ bE$rE$’w$ [[u@ yç’̂m]≡∅⇑], [sa$˘mbâ˘ n)a$y] gç$’w$ [[u@ yç’̂m]≡∅⇑], [na&˘ 
n)ây] wo$’w$ [[u@ yç’̂m]≡∅], ku@ kç$y<, bç$˘’u@ro$ mç@̆ li@̆ ’y$, yE&̆ ’r’a$̆  de$, la$̆ ra@˘, tu&̆  
ce@ri@ye@’yE$, u^̆  N$gu@ da@˘ be@̆  ni$, î˘ [ta$Nga$y N$gu@’ru$] be@̆ ’y$, a$su$w<E$’yi$tÊ˘⇑, ma$rpa$̆ ’cE$mnE@ 
[nE@̆  ka$y], [â˘ tu$̆ ] ta@’yE$, mu&̆  yE& ta@’m$, mu&̆  lo@ ta@’m$, mu&̆  yE& ta@’m$, mu&̆  lo@ ta@’m$, 
[[na$w<â˘ bç$Ngç$]155 [a@ na@w<a$̆  ku$] jE@’w$ de$] [m$ba@ be$̆ ≡n$156] cE@li@ri@’m$, [i@ na$w<â˘ 
bE$rE$’y$] [u@ bE$l’lu@’w@≡ra@˘], cE@li@ri@’m$, [a$mba@ ya$] [kç@˘< tu$w<ô’m] ya@ so@’w@, go$’lo@’m$, 
[[E@r<E@ ya$] yç$ƒç@ yE&’w$ de$] [u@ cE@li@ri@’m$], ma$rpâ˘ [ku@ wo@] ta@’yE$, [sa$mbâ˘ bç$Ngç$] 
ye@’m$, du@rç@’m$ ga$y<i$̆  ka@<’m$, [be@re@ bç@Ngç$] ye@’m$, su@yç@’m$ ga$y<i$̆  ka@<’m$, pi@ni@w<u@’yE$, 
[Na@y<i$˘ bu^̆  ka@’m$ de$] [hâl pu$tu@ro$ nu@’m$], ku@ [ta$ra$̆  ku@]—, [[ta$ra$˘ ku@] na@w<a$̆ ] â˘ 
bE$rE@’w$ ku$, [i$sê˘ di$y<a$’m] ce$ri$ye$y, yâ˘ go@’m$ 

S: [[nu&̆  da$< wôy] kç$˘< ku@≡n$] go@’m$ ma$⇒, ma$⇒ [[ku@ da$< wôy] mç$̆ lu@’w$ de$] go$lo@̆ ’w$ 
I: ç@</ç$, [ku$ do$̆  wôy] mç$̆ lu@’m$’nE$ ko$y, bu^̆  [[nu$ kâ˘<]157 jE@’m$ woŷ] [[[a@ u@ro$] di$y<a$’m] 

ma$̆ ] ni@’m$, [[a@ u@ro$] di$ya$’m] kç$̆ <] ni@’m$, u^˘ jE@̆ ’tu@˘’w$≡ra$˘, [[u^̆  mu$r<u$’so$Ngu$158 ku@] 
wo@] [[nu$ di@y<a$’m] kç$˘<]≡∅, [[nu$ di@y<a$’m] ma$̆ ] lo@ ni@˘’w$, [ma@ be$ ya$] [[nu$ 
di@y<a$’m] ma$̆ ] lo@ ni@’yE$, [[ku@159 ta@ra$̆ ] ye$y’nE$ ku@] lo@˘’r’a$̆  de$, [nu$ kâ˘<’m] [kç$̆ < E@r<E@ 
bE$rE@’w$] [[E@r<E@ kç^˘<]≡∅], [[[nu$ di@y<a$’m] ma$̆ ]] nî’y] N$go$, [nu$ kâ˘<’m] [a@ bE$rE@’jE@’w$ 
wôy] n)E@’m$, ku@≡m$ [ta$ra$̆  ye$y’nÊ˘]≡∅, da&nna$ ka$y 

S: [a$r<a$’gu@su@ wo@] [na@ ye$y] ka@<’yE$ ma$⇒ [na@ tu$w<ô˘] ka@<’yE$ 
I: [na@ ye$y] ka@<’yE$ 
S: [[na@ ye$y] ku$] bE@rkE@la$w, [u$wç@ a$̆ Nga@] pa@la@’w160$ 
I: ju@̆  ma@⇒ u$wç@ tu$w<ô˘, ju@˘— [ju@̆  ye$y] [ju@˘ ta$˘n] la@wa@’m$’n$do$, [[ju@̆  ye$y] [ju@̆  ta$̆ n] ku$] 

la@wa@’m$’n$do 
O: [i@ye@y ju@̆ ]161 [N$gu@ da@̆ ] [lo@ yE&̆ ’r’a$˘ de@ wôy], pi@ni@w<i@ [ju$̆  ye$y’nE@], [ju$̆  tu$w<ô˘] 

du$wç@’ma$ de$] [i@ye@y pE@ru@], [N$gu@ da@̆  lo@’yE$] [â˘ ye$y ga@lu$ wo$] [u$su@ [pE@rE@ nu$mu$˘y 
sâ˘]] la$wa$’ri@ 

I: [u$su@ [pE@rE@ nu$mu$̆ y sâ˘]] la$wa$’ri@ 
S: [[ku@ do@˘ wôy] [u$su$162 tu$w<ô˘], da$ngi$ na@y] ga&<’yE$ ma$⇒⇑, ma$⇒ N$gu@ ka@y<’jE@’ma$ de$ 

i@ya$ [u$su$ la&w], [N$ga@ kç^˘< ku$] da$ngi@’yE$ 
I: N$gu@ ga&y<’jE@’ma$ de$, N$gu@ lo@’j’â˘ de$, N& kç^̆ < ga&y<’yE$, [ta$ra$̆  N$gu@] ma@⇑, [a&N163 kç^̆ <≡∅] ma$ 

i@ye@, ka@y<’j’â˘≡ra$̆ , [N$ga@ kç^˘< ku$] ma$˘, [i@ye@ pE@ru^˘]≡∅ wa$, [nu$ kâ˘<’m] dâm to@ro@’m$, 
[gu$rgu$su$’ga&<’m] [a@ gu@rgu$su$] ga&<’m$⇑, ta$ra@̆ — ç@̆ <, na$w<â˘ [n)a@r<u$ wo$] 

                                                        
154 ‘it is his animal’, i.e., ‘it (=animal) belongs to him’. Same syntax as e.g. E@r<E@ kç^̆ <≡∅ ‘it (=thing) is 

his’. In such possessive predicates, the classification of the possessed entity as animal (yç&’m), 
thing (kç@̆ <, including plants), and person (nu&’m) is respected. 

155 ‘owners of meat’, in plural (i.e. unsuffixed form), but here with nonspecific (hence ambiguously 
singular or plural) sense, and with singular concord. 

156 Based on m$ba@ be$ ‘the others’ (without clitic). m$ba@ or a$mba@ is used to denote a counterparty or 
opposite number, presupposing a pairing of two individuals or groups. 

157 nu$ kâ˘ ‘each person’, here in clear distributive sense, with singular concord. 
158 From mu$r<u$’so$Ngu@ ‘offspring, progeny (of a male apical ancestor)’. Compound of mu$r<u@ ‘pants’ 

and so$Ngu@ ‘rope’ (i.e. belt-cord for pants). 
159 ku@ here as prenominal demonstrative ‘that’. 
160 Verb pa@lE@-. 
161 [i@ye@y ju@̆ ] ‘a week ago today’ (i.e. on the same day of the week). Cf. [i@ye@y pE@ru@] ‘two weeks ago 

today’. ju@˘ also means ‘neighbor’. The European seven-day week is operative here. A traditional 
Dogon five-day week is still recognized in central Dogon country (Sangha). 

162 L-toned noun modified by tu$w<o^̆  ‘one’. 
163 = a$Ngu@ ‘which?’ 
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lo$’ba$Ngi$yi$’ta&’m [a@ kç^̆ <] lo@ ba$Ngi$yi@ ta@’m$⇑, [nu$ wo&’m] lo@ wo@’m$, [ku@ dç@̆ ’rE$ ma$̆ ] 
E@̆ ≡m$ ga@y<i$̆  lo@ wo@’yE$ non?, [nu$ kâ˘<] wo@’yE$, Na@y<i$̆  ka@<’yE$ ta$ra@̆  

S: da&nna$ ma$na@̆ , [a$Nây da$nni@’yE$] [da&nna$ ma$na@˘] 
I: da&nna$, da&nna$ ma$rpâ˘ a$yu@’w$, ç$r<ç$˘’da@na@˘ lo@’w$, [[o@su$ wo$] lo@’m$ lo@’m$] [na$w<â˘ yi@’jE@’w$ 

de$], i@yi@’w$, u@≡n$ yi@’jÊ˘ de$, [E@r<E@ n)ây]164 ba$Ngi$yi@’w$, [[pi$re@ ku@] wo$] ba$wyu@’w$⇑, 
[[[pi$re@ ku@] wo$] u@ ba$wyi@˘’rE$ de$] [u@ yi@’m$’n$do$≡ra$̆ ] [[[pi$re@ ku@] wo$] ba$wyi@’jÊ˘ lo@’w$], 
bu$mbu@’jÊ˘ bu$mbu@’jÊ˘ lo@’w$, lo@— [[ç$r<ç$ u@≡ni$ E@r<E@ yi@’m$’n$do$’w$] wo$] lo@ dç@̆ ’rE$’w$ de@ 
wôy, [[[ç$r<ç$ N&] ka$y] ç$<hç@ i@ dç@̆ ’rE$ de$] [E@r<E@ nE@w<E@’m$ ku$ wo@] [ya^̆  be@’w$ de$] ta@’w$, 
ç@</ç$< [nu@w<o$y ka$y], u@ ti@n ni$, u@ yi$’ri@, [u@ ku$yç@˘ E@r<E@ yi$ de@] [i@’/i@ya$’m165 ta@’w$], 
nE@w<E@’jÊ˘ de$, ya$ƒa@— [u@ kç^˘<]166 [yç$ƒç@ lo@’w$ de$] [po&̆  go$lo@’w$ de$] sE@w<E@’w$, [[u@ E@sE$] 
wo$] a&y ga&<’w$, na$w<â˘ bE$rE@’jE@’w$,  

  [[ta$ra@̆  ku$] wo@]≡m$ de$, na$w<a^̆  bu^̆  ta@ ni$, ya$ƒa@̆ ’rE$’w$ wôy, ta$râ˘ jê˘ gu$<’yE$, 
ta$râ˘ jê˘⇒, [ku@ ka$y] nE@˘, na$w<â˘ bE$rE$’j’â˘, [[nu$ kâ˘<]≡m bE$rE$ ka@la$167] [[bu^̆  do$˘ 
wôy] bo$gu$ru@’yE$], ga$˘ nE@̆  [[[u@ sa$y] kç^̆ <] gu$<’w$ de@ wôy] [[u@ kç^̆ <] ta@’w$ de$] [[[u@ 
E@sE$] wo$] a&y ga&<’w$], [bi$yi@ n@] ta$’w$⇒, [ku@ ka$y] [da$y< u@≡ni$ E@r<E@ yi@’m$’n$do$] 
[[ba$Ngi$yi$ na@y] ta@’w$] [ku@ yo$˘r’î˘], kç$˘<’yo$˘r’î˘ ku@≡m$, N$gu@≡m$≡n$da$⇒, go$ra@ 

O: ku@≡m$ [a@Na$y bu$] 
I: ba$ri@ bE$rE@’m$’n$do$’w$ la&w 
O: a@Na$y bu$, a$yi@ [ba$r’î˘ ba$’ri@] [ku@ ta$ra@̆ ] [da&nna$ da$y< da$nni@’yE$ ka$y] te@ge@’jE@’w$, [ta$ra@̆  ka@la$ 

da$y< ta@ri@’yE$] te@ge@’jE@’w$, ha$̆  [ta$ra@˘ ku$] [po@Ngu@ ye$y]≡∅, [po@Ngu@ ye$y] ka@<’ma$ de$, 
po$N N$gu@168 ya@̆ ⇑, po$N N$gu@ ya@̆ ⇓, ha$̆  lo@ na$w<â˘ bE$rE@’j’â˘ de@ wôy, [po@Ngu@ ku$] [bu^̆  
ya$] [[â˘ ku$˘] ma$̆ ] [[ku@ n)a$y] tu&˘≡ni$169—, [tu&̆  mâ˘] cE@mnu@’yE$], [î˘ bE$rE@̆ ’y$] [u^̆  
bE$l’li@̆ ’w$], a$̆  [ta$Nga$y mu&̆  be$] [po$N$gu$ Nu@ da@̆ ] be@’yE$⇑, [po$N$gu$ Nu@ da@˘] be@’yE$⇓, ha$̆  
yç$ƒç@ lo@˘’w$ de$, [ma$rpâ˘ yE&’yE$170 a@Na$y [tu&˘ mâ˘] ta@̆ ’w$], ma$rpâ˘ [a@Na$y [tu&̆  mâ˘] 
ta@˘’w$], po@Ngu@ ye$y ka@<’ma$ de$, ku@≡m$ ta$râ˘≡∅ 

S: [da&nna$ ku$] la@wa@̆ ’rE$ de$, [ta$ra@̆  ku$] la@wa@̆ ’rE$ de$, [ku@ [u@su$ ni$̆ ’nE$]] ma$⇒, ma$⇒ u$su$ 
ye$y’nE@ ma$⇒ hâl lo@171 [nu$mu&y dç$’y$], cE$mnE@ [ku@ gu$na@y sa$y], ç$̆ < cE$mnE@ ka@<’m$’nE$ 
ma$  

O: [ku@ cE@mnE$ wôy] [i@ ka$y] yi$’ta$’li@’y$ 
I: [n)a@r<u$ wo$] ya$̆ ’ji$ye@ ji$ye@ na@’yE$, jç@rç@’yE$, [ku@ n)a@r<u$ ku$] ya$̆ ’ji$ye@ ji$ye@ na@’yE$’b’a$̆ , i@ye@ ta$ra@̆  

ka@la$ N$go$ 
S: ku@ gi$na@y sa$y 
I: e@̆  [ku@ gu$na@y sa$y] ji$ye@ ji@ye@’yE$’b’a$̆ , ku$yç@̆  kç$y< 
O: [i@ye@ ka$y] [ta$ra@˘ ka@la$ du$wç@’ti@̆ ’y$], ta$ra@˘ N$go$ la&w 
S: [n$je@ gi$n] du$wç$’bç$ [ta$ra@̆  ku$] 
O: [di$̆ na$ î˘ bu@’w$ ku$ ya@˘] [ku@ ya@̆ ] da$̆ yi@’m$’n$do$ wa$ ku$ ma$̆  

                                                        
164 Postposition n)ây in the context ‘(hide) from (X)’. 
165 [i@’/i@ya$’m] ‘while standing’ (invariable for pronominal person), with initial H-toned reduplicative 

segment and {HL} contour on base stem. Cf. e@’/e@wye$’m ‘while sitting’, bi@’bi@yi$’m ‘while lying 
down’. 

166 ‘your thing’ (=the animal), logically the direct object of sE@w<E@’w$ ‘you-Sg slaughter, cut the throat 
of’. 

167 ka@la$ ‘even’, here in sense ‘even if’. Combined with nu$ kâ˘< ‘anyone’, the free translation is ‘if 
anybody at all …’. 

168 For /po$Ngu$ N$gu@/ ‘this neighborhood’. 
169 tu&̆ ≡ni$ (Reciprocal≡OFoc) is corrected to [tu&̆  mâ˘] (Reciprocal Dative) by the speaker. 
170 Iteration (=full-stem reduplication) of yE& ‘come’, with the second iteration L-toned. ma$rpa^˘ 

‘rifle(s)’ here is object of ta@- ‘shoot’. 
171 hâl lo@ (lit. “until going …”) ‘all the way to, as far as …’ in spatial contexts, ‘as late as, not until …’ 

in temporal contexts. 
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S: ba$y ku$yç@̆  [n$je@ gi$n] ka@<’yE$’b’a$̆  
O: [[[u$su$ N$gu@] u@su$172 te@⇒] dç@’w$ de$] [ta$ra@˘ ku$]≡∅, [[da&nna$ ku$ ka$y] E$su@ bu@’w$] wa$, 

[[[u$su$ N$gu@] u@su$ te@⇒] dç@’w$ de$], [ta$ra@̆  gu$na@y cE@sE@ î˘ ga&y< so@̆ ’w$ ku$] [[u$wç$ N$gu@ 
te@⇒] dç@’w$ de$] [ta$ra@˘ gu$na@y cE@sE@ î˘ ga&y< so@̆ ’w$ ku$], [[nu@w<o$y [di$˘na$ î˘ bu@’w$ ku$] 
ya@̆ ] [ku@ ya@˘] da$̆ yi@’m$’n$do$ bu^̆  gu&y< ni$] [[ku@ da$< woŷ] du$wç@’ti@˘’y$] 

I: ku$yç@̆  bu^̆  ka@<’m$’bE@’w$ ku$, do$gu$ru$ yu^˘ nu@w<o$y [nu@w<o$y ka$y] [[[yu^̆  bi$rE$] bi$r’i$̆ ] 
tu$md’i$̆ ]173 dç@̆ ’rE$, ga&m [na$w<â˘ tu$w<ô’m] bE$rE@’j’â˘ de$, na$w<a$̆  N$gu@ ja@˘ti$, yu$̆  
i$rE&’y$≡∅, [na$w<a^̆  tu$w<ô’m] bE$rE@’j’â˘ de$, [na$w<â˘ ma$̆ ] [[na$w<a$˘ jo@̆ ] bE$rE@’j’â˘ de$], 
ç$<hç@< [na$w<a$˘ jo$̆  N$gu@ kç$y<] [ni@y<E@w kç$y<] [yu$̆  i$rE&’y$]≡∅ ko$y, bE$rE@’jE@̆ ’y$, yi@’ta@’yE$ 
[[ku@ tu’̂m] kç$˘< yi@ bu^˘ ta@’w$]174 ya@ b’Ê˘175, ta$ra@̆  [ku@ ni@˘wo$] ta@r’yE$’b’a$̆ , [[na$w<a$̆  N$gu@] 
ku@ bE$rE@’jE@˘’y$ de@ woŷ] [[na$w<a$̆  N$gu@ ka$y] jo@̆  bE$rE@’jE@̆ ’y$ de@ wôy] [yu^̆  ni@y<E@w yu^̆  
i@rE@’m$ ko$y], [ku@ n)ây] [â˘ bi$rE$] bi@rE@’yE$, [[â˘ cE$lE$’E$ru$’m] n)a$y] 

S: yç@ bE$rE$ na@y, [E@r<E@≡n$ bE$rE@’jE@̆ ’y$ de$] ç$<hç@< [[yç$ mu&̆  ka$y] bE$rE$’w@’jÊ˘ de$] [yu$̆ ’i$r’î˘ 
cE@̆ ru@’m$] [[ku@ yç^’m ku$] ya@ bu@] ma@̆  N$go$ 

I: ya@ bu@ 
S: E@r<E@≡m$ [yç$ n$je@]≡m$ 
I: cE$msE$NE@ 
S: [cE&m n)a$Na$y<i@] so$’w$ 
I: cE@w<r<Ê’m, u@ru@ bi@si@ri’̂m$, mu&˘ be$ wo$’wôy, do$ro@ da$y< bu^˘ so@’w$ ga$y<i$̆ , bu^˘ bE$rE@’jE@’w$ de@ 

wôy, [yu^̆  ka@la$ a@Na$y i@rE@’m$] ba$ 
O: dç^̆  [[bu^̆  ma$̆ ni$̆ ]≡∅ ko$y], [bu^̆  ma$̆ ni$̆ ]≡∅ 
I: ma@̆ nî˘≡∅ ko$y, ha$̆  [a@Na$y n)ây] [bu^˘ ka$y] [â˘ cE$mnE$] cE@mni@’yE$’b’a$˘, i@ye@ [ku@ do$˘ wôy] 

[î˘ ka$y] du$wç@’ti@˘’y$ 
S: [ku@ ne@y] [u^̆  ta$ra$̆ ]≡∅ ma$⇒ [[[i$sê˘ da$< wôy] ta$ra$˘]≡∅] [a@Na$y bu$] 
I: [[[i$sê˘ wôy] ta$ra$̆ ]≡∅] [a@Na$y bu$], [[i$se^̆  wôy] ta$ra$˘] ma$˘ni $̆ N@] ku@≡m$ 
 
Beni Text 2005-1.19 
 
I: i$njE&’m da@nna$, i$njE@ ku@yç@ bE$rE@’jE@’w$, na$w<â˘ bu^̆  ba&˘l’tu@’w$176 de$, ç$r<ç@̆  [bu^̆  n)a$y] go@’w$, nu$ 

ga&m bç@Nç$ be$, n)a@r<u$ wo$, [i$njE@ n)ây] go@’yE$, na$w<a^̆  lo@ yi$li$we@ wo@’yE$, ga&m bç@Nç$ be$, 
ç$mç^̆  [bu^̆  n)a$y] lo@’yE$, na$w<â˘ [bu^˘ n)a$y] wo@’yE$, na$w<â˘— [bu^̆  lo@’m$ ba$y] [na$w<a^̆  
[do$gu$ru$ ka$̆ <] go@̆ ’rE$’w$ wôy], su@ro@’yE$ [su@y gu&<’yE$], [i$njE@ ku$] [ku@ têy ku$] nu@’yE$, 
yç$ƒç@ lo@ ko@ro@’yE$, [i$r<I@ wo@] nu$ de@y⇒⇑, gç&y< ju@w<ç@’yE$, bç$Ngç&’m ye@’m$, ga$nji@’yE$, 
ga$nji@ n@, E@r<E@≡m$ wo@ bE$re@ sE$w<E$ de$, du$w<ç@˘’rE$, E@r<E@ go@̆ ’rE$ de$, di$gi$re@’yE$, wo@ [â˘ 
bç$Nç$ ma$˘] wo@ ni@’yE$, [ti$w<E&y wo@] u$rç$ de$ ka@la$, gç$Ngu@ wa&y’yE$, bç$Nç&’m ye@’m$, yE&̆ ’rE$ 
de$, [E@r<E@ la&r’tî˘ de$] [si@ye@̆ ’rE$ de$], [E@r<E@ mâ˘] wo@ ni@’yE$, sE@w<E@’m$, n)a@r<u$ bo$No$ be@ 
kç&y<⇑, bu^̆  ka$y, du$ru@ ya@ s’E@˘<’bç@, [[du$ru@ ku$] n)ây] gç@’yE$, [bu^̆  ya$] Na@y<i$˘ ku@ 
bi$re@’yE$, [yç@’m da@nna$ ka$y], [i@ ka$y] [kç$̆ < i@ ju@wç@’m$ ka$y], [N$gu@ ku@≡m$] [ma$̆ ni@ 
so@’y$177], [[u@ ya$] ba&r bE@rE@’w$ de$] [dÊm⇒ [ku@ ku@ wo$] ba@râ178 

O: [i$njE&’m da@nna$ ka$y] [nu@w<o$y u@ te$ge$’w$ N$gu@] ku@≡m$, [ku@ gu$na@y] E@r<E@≡n$ ku$’ku@yç@’w$, 
[ku@ gu$na@y] E@r<E@≡n$ ku$’ku@yç@’w$, da&nna$ E@r<E@≡n$ da$nni$’w<u@’w$ gu$na@y, u$su$ ka$̆ < E@r<E@≡n$ 

                                                        
172 Lit. “the day of this day,” i.e., the same day (e.g. Wednesday) as today, next week. 
173 Stacked possessive construction involving two verbal nouns (bi$r’î˘ ‘working’, tu$md’î˘ ‘beginning’) 

and a cognate nominal bi@rE@ ‘work’. 
174 ta@’w$ unclear on tape. Cf. yi@’ta@’ ‘have seen (at some point)’, experiential perfect. The subject 

pronominal (3Pl bu^̆ ) intervenes. 
175 ya@ b’Ê˘ ‘there used to be’. 
176 = ba$˘lu@-tu@-w$. 
177 Negation: ma$̆ ni@ so$-lo@-y$. 
178 Imperative Sg. 
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u@ ku@yç@’m$ ba$̆ , ha$ko@y [da&nna$ gu&n]— na$w<â˘ gu&n— [da&nna$ gu&n sa$y] u@ ku$yç@̆ ’ra$’y$ 
de$179, [u@ ma@̆ ] a@Na$y [E@r<E@ mâ˘] te@ge@’w$ de$, a@Na$y [E@r<E@ mâ˘] [u$su$ ku$yç@̆  ku$] a@Na$y 
E@r<E@ te@˘re@ ’m$180 gu$y< bç$, ha$̆  [ku@ ka@la$] bi$’ba$˘lu@’w$, [i$njE&’m da@nna$] [bu^̆  a$nsa@̆ ra@ be$] 
entrainement gu&y<’yE$ [ku@ mâ˘], [nu@w<o$y ka$y] [na$w<â˘ ku$] yi@ jE@’w$ de$, da$y< u@ 
gu$<’w$ ku$ ga@y<i$̆ , su@y su@rç@’w$, su$rç@’tu@’w$ de$, lo@ [na$w<â˘ ku$] bE$rE@’jÊ˘, lo@ [u@w<o@ wo@] 
tE$mbu$’w$’ra$˘, [bi@si@mE@ n@] su$rç$’w$ de@ wo$’wôy, [u@w<o@ wo@] tE$mbu$’w$ de$⇑, ce@̆ le@̆ ’rE$ 
sE@w<E@’w$, [u@w<o@ wo@] tE$mbu$’ru@’w@ ka@la$⇒, [bi@si@mE@ n@] su$rç$’w$ de@ wo$’wôy, [lo@̆ ’rE$’w$ 
de@] ku@wç@’w$, [u@w<o@ wo@] tE$mbu$’ru@’w@ ka@la$, ha$˘ [ku@ ka@la$] Na@y<i$̆ ≡m$ gu$y<’bç$, 
[i$njE&’m da@nna$] [ku@ ku@≡m$] 

 
Beni Text 2005-1.20 
 
O: ç$<hç@< te@ge@, gu@rgu@su$ da$nna$ ku$, [[gu@rgu@su$ n)a$y] da&nna$ da$nnu@’yE$] te@ge@ 
I: [gu@rgu@su$ n)a$y] kç$̆ < da&nna$ bu^̆  da$nnu@’m$, gu@rgu@su$, [ç$r<ç@˘ lo@̆ ’w$ de$] [nu@w<o$y tu@mbo$] 

ç$mç^̆ , yêN [n)a@r<u$ wo$] ç$r<ç$̆  ka$˘< bu^̆  la@wa@’w$, [o@su$ ku$] ti@ni@’w$, [o$su$ N$gu@ kç$y<] 
ç$r<ç$˘’na$w<â˘ ya@ la@wa@’yE$ ko$y, ti@ni@ ce@̆ le@’w$ de$, [dE$nE$wsu@ wo@] lo@’w$, [u@ gu@rgu$su$] 
ji@jE$̆  lo@’w$ de$, ç@r<ç$ ga$nju@’w$, ç$r<ç$ bu^̆  tç@’m$ ku$ te@⇒, [[N$gu@ ka$y] tç$’ra@ de@] [ç$r<ç$ bu^˘ 
la@wa@’m$’n$do$’w$] ga$nju@’w$ de$, yâ˘ bi@̆ y<i@’w$, ti@w<ru@ ti@w<ru@ ti@w<ru@ ti@w<ru@ ce@˘le@’w$, 
ti@w<ru@’tu@’w$ de@ wôy, a@Na$y du@wç@’w$, [n)a@r<u$ wo$] E@r<E@ go@̆ ’rE$ de@ wôy, [yE@’w$ de$] [ku@ 
tç@’m$], ç$mç^̆  u@ lo@̆ ’rE$ ma$˘, [E@r<E@ wo@’jÊ˘] te@mbu@’w$, na$w<â˘ bE$rE@’jE@’w$, bon ni$y<î˘≡∅ de@ 
ya$, du$yç@r<u$ wo$, ç$r<ç$ jo@̆  [gç& $̆< be$] bu^̆  si@yi@’m$ ma$⇒, ni$y<î˘ ç$r<ç$ jo@˘ bu^˘ si@yi@’m$, yâ˘ 
lo@ [du$yç@r<u$ wo$] lo@’w$ de$, [ç$y<ç&y wo@] bi$̆ y<i@ du@wç@’w$, [tu$lu@ wo@] [wa&̆ w wo@] be@’w$, 
u@ ti@ni@’m$ de$, si@ye@’yE$ si@ye@’yE$ si@ye@’yE$, bu^̆  si@ye@̆ ’rE$ de$, [tu$w<ô’m ni$] ka@gga$ wo@’m$, 
yç$ƒç@ lo@’w$, a@̆ r<i@’jE@’w$, i@ya$ pi@ni@w<i@ ga&<’w$, lo@ ba$Ngi$yi@’w$, si@ye@’yE$, ju@wç@’m$’nE$ ga$, i@ya$ 
wo@’m$, i@ya$ a@̆ r<i@’jE@’w$, [dE@̆ ’rE$’w$ de$] u@ro$ pi@ni@w<i@ ye@’w$, dE$’ru@’w@ de@ ya$, [u$su$dE@r<i@ ku$ 
na@Na$na$˘] [bu^̆  ka$y] hâl [bu^̆  bi$ye$̆ ] dç$’ri@ de@ wôy, wo@’m$ tu$nE&m be@’m$, [[â˘ ku$] ma$˘] 
ku@ ju@wç@’m$’nE$, a@tîw ku@≡m$ 

O: [a@tîw ku@≡m$] [[dç^˘ gu$rgu$su$] ku@≡m$] 
I: [dç^̆  gu$rgu$su$] ku@≡m$, su$Ngu@ n)ây pa@ƒa@ s’Ê˘<, yu$̆ ’tE$̆ rE@ ma@⇒, [ç$r<ç$ kâ˘<] ni$y<î˘ ç$r<ç$ jo@̆  

n)E&y bu^˘ n)E@’m$’bç$, ç$r<ç$ bu^̆  sç@ƒç@’m$, [yâ˘ lo@’w$ de$] [[su$Ngu@ n)ây] pa@ƒa@ du@wç@’w$], tE@y< 
tE@y< du$wç@’tu@’w$ de@ wôy, yE&˘’r’a$̆  de@ wôy, [mo$̆ ’n)E$y ga&y< u@ so@’w$ ku$] [[â˘ ma$˘] 
sç@ƒç@’yE$] [Na@y<i$̆  do$gu$ru$ ka$̆ < bu^̆  sç@ƒç@’tu@’w$ wôy, [[bu^˘ kç$rç$] wo@’m$ ku$] ku@≡m$, 
[kç$rç@ ku$≡m]$ pç@rç@’m$, [E@r<E@ ka$y] [ma$yni$’r<i@ de@] [[lo@ u@ tE@mb’i$̆ 181] jo$˘≡ra$] ti@w<E@’m$, 
a@Na$y a@Na$y [ta&̆ n ni$y<i&˘ ba$̆ ⇒], ka@y<’tu@’w$ do@ wôy, ni$y<i&̆ 182 [ta&̆ n ni$y<i&̆  ba$˘] wo@’m$, 
lo@ go$lo@’w$, i@ya$ tç$rç@ tç$rç@ tç$rç@ ce@̆ le@ du@wç@’w$ 

O: [ku@ nE@̆ ] [[[so&m ku@ku$yo$] n)a$y] bu^˘ ka@<’m$] ku@≡m$ ma$  
I: [[so&m sây<] n)a$y] ka@<’yE$, wa@la$̆ 183 [[so&m saŷ<] n)a$y] ka@<’yE$, i@ya$ lo@ ba$Ngi$yu@’w$, u@ lo@̆ ’rE$ 

ma$̆ , i@ya$ wo@’m$, ba@i$˘< wo@’m$, [[ni$y<i&̆  nu$mu&y< ku@ro$y ba$˘] kç$˘< dç@’m$] [[hâl pE@ru@ kç$˘< 
dç@’m$ ba$̆ ] wo@’m$], i@ya$ lo@ go$lo@’w$, u$su@ dE$r<E@˘’rE$ de$, i@ya$ E@y< gç$y<u@’w$, dE$r<E$’r<i@— 
[bu^˘ ko$y] [a@tîw kç$y<] [ç$mç^̆  sa$y] bi@rE@’yE$ [E@r<E@ kç$y<], a$ji@ju$, nE@̆  ku@ [n)a@r<u$ da@˘] 
kç$y<, wo@’m$’n$do$ 

O: [[be@re@ n)a$y] bu^̆  ka@<’m$] [a@tîw bu^˘ gu&<’m$ ka@la$] ya@ bu@≡ra@˘, [yE@’w$ de$] [[be@re@ n)ây] 
Na@y<i$̆  bu^˘ ka@y<’tî˘ de$], [yE@’w$ de$] [[be@re@ ku$] n)ây]— 

I: be@re@ su@yç@’m$ 
                                                        
179 This de$ is the clause-final admonitive particle. 
180 French entrainer ‘train (dogs)’, cf. just below. 
181 Verbal noun of second verb in chain, with overt subject pronominal (in possessor function): ‘your 

going and finding (it)’. 
182 This occurrence of ni$y<i&˘ ‘four’ appears superfluous. 
183 French voilà. 
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O: [ku@ mâ˘] ka@la$ a@tîw gu&<’yE$ 
I: [ku@ ya$] a@tiŵ gu&<’yE$ 
O: [ku@ nE@̆ ] [dç^̆  gu$rgu$su$] ma$⇒ 
I: [dç&̆ $ kç$˘<]≡∅, [ku@ ye$y cEm̂ kç$y<] [dç& $̆ kç$̆ <]≡∅, [i@̆ r<e@y184 kç^̆ < ku$] [a$nsa@̆ ra@ kç^˘<]≡∅, 

a@tîw≡∅ ku@≡m$, [be@re@ kç^̆ < ku$] cÊm, [a@tîw ku$] ku@≡m$, [ku@ ye$y cÊm] a$tîw≡∅, [ku@ 
dç^̆ $]— î˘ ku@≡m$ ga&<’m$’bE$̆ ’y$, ga$̆  [i@˘r<e@y kç^̆ < ku$] [a$nsa@̆ ra@’m kç^̆ <]≡∅, î˘ ku@ 
ju@wç@’m$’n$do$̆ ’y$, Na@y<i$̆ ≡∅ [da$w<a$ bu@’w$]≡ra$̆  

O: a@Na$y≡∅ [da$w<a$ bu@’w$] 
I: la&w ba$ri@’yE$ ma$⇒ ba$’ru@’m$’nE$  
O: [gu@rgu@su$ da$nna$ ka$y] [N$gu@ ku@≡m$] 
I: e@yç@⇒185 
 
Beni Text 2005-1.21 
 
I: nu@w<o$y ka$y, [pE$rE$’m’sE$w<’î˘]≡∅ 
O: mhm 
I: xxx sE@w<E@’tu@’w$ de$, lo$su$yô˘ ye@’yE$, pE$rE&’m u@rç@’yE$, u@rç@’j’â˘ de$, [gu$su@ ku$] go$lo@’ti@’ya$ de@ 

wôy, [pi$re$’kç@rç$ ku$] ka@ra@’yE$, [pi$re$’kç@rç$ de@y<⇒ go$lo@’ti@’ya$ de$] pç@rç@’yE$, ku@ pç@rç@’j’â˘ 
de$, mu$lo@ dE&y du@wç@’yE$, [nu@w<o$y ka$y] di@ya@y di@ya@y di@ya@y [ku@ da$< wôy] go$lo@’yE$, 
gu$gu$wç@ go$lo@’yE$⇑, jE$lE$ku$ci$r<e@y go$lo@’yE$⇑, do$̆ ko$mboŷ go$lo@’yE$⇑, na$r<î˘ go$lo@’yE$⇓, 
go$lo@’j’â˘ do@ wôy, ha$˘ nE@̆  ci@li@̆ ’rE$ wa$, [nu$ di@y<a$’m] ye@’m$, [nE@̆  du$w<o@’jE@˘’w$ ma$] e@̆ , 
jE$lE$ku$ci$r<e@y [[nu$ di@y<a$’m] kç$˘<]≡∅, [[nu$ di@y<a$’m] ma$̆ ] ni@’yE$≡ra$̆   

O: ja@˘ti$ 
I: ku^̆ , [a@mbi@ri$’m ma$̆ ] ni@’yE$, ku$yç@̆  kç$rç@, [lo$su$yô’m kç$̆ <]≡∅, sç&̆ r<ç$y, [jE@mbE$’m ma$̆ ] 

ni@’yE$, na$r<î˘, [po$ya&̆  mâ˘] ni@’yE$, ma$ a@Na$y≡m$≡n$da$ 
O: a@Na$y≡m$ 
I: na$w<a$̆ ’wa@sa$ ku$, pi$re$’kç@rç$ be$⇒, wa@sa$ be$⇒, [[ya&̆  mâ˘] ni$ na@y] [u@ro$ n)E$y’bi$r’î˘], wa@sa$, 

[ku@ ku@≡m$≡n$da$] ku@— [ce$ri$yê˘ la&w dç@’w$] ma$ dç$’ri@ 
O: ç@<hç$<, ce$ri$yê˘ dç@̆ ’rE$ ko$y, … 
I [overlapping]: xxx 
O: … nu@w<o$y u@ gu$<’w$ ku$ nE@˘, bE@ru$ [n$je@ gi$n] a$rsE$̆  sE@w<E@’yÊy≡m$,186 ku@ ce@ri@ye@’yE$,  
I: a$rsE&˘— 
O: la@ya@˘ru$ ma$⇒, a$rsE&˘ [n$je@ gi$n] sE@w<E@’yÊy≡m$ 
I: la@yâ˘r≡la$, nu@w<o$y ka$y, bç$̆ ’u@ro$⇑, nu&̆ , nu@w<o$y [du$su@ ni@̆ wo$] [nu&̆  mâ˘] bE$r bu^̆  

sE@w<E@’m$, [du$su@ ni@̆ wo$] sE$w<E$’bç$⇑, a&y,187 [ka@la@188 ni@̆ wo$] sE$w<E$’bç$, nu@w<o$y 
ka@lâ˘≡∅, [ka@la@ ni@˘wo$] sE$w<E$’bç$ de@ ka@la$, [nu$̆  ka$̆ <] mç$su@ E@r<E@ ka@y< ni$, bu^˘ 
sE@w<E@’m$ ku$, gu$gu$wç@ [E@r<E@ kç^̆ <]≡∅, ku^˘ [a@mbi@ri$’m kç$˘<]≡∅, gu$su@ [a@mbi@ri$’m 
kç$̆ <]≡∅, [wa@sa$ ku$] [[nu$ ka$˘<] tE@mbu@’ma$ wôy] ba@ra@ ku@wo@’yE$, ka@lâ˘≡∅, E@r<E@ kç$y<, 
nu@w<o$y ka$y, [[nu&’m du@su$] ni$˘wo$] ka$̆ <’w$ ma$⇒, [ya&̆  ma^̆ ] sE$w<E$’bç@ ma@⇒ ka@y<’tî˘ 
de$, nu@w<o$y [kç$˘< i@ gu$<’w$ N$gu@] [[du$su@ ni@˘wo$] sE@w<E@’w$ do@ wôy], [N$gu@ do$̆  wôy] 
yâ˘ go@’m$,  

                                                        
184 ‘metal, iron’. There is a singular form i@˘r<e@’m ‘piece of metal’. 
185 Variant of e@˘ ‘yes!’. 
186 Passive of sE@w<E@ ‘slaughter, cut the throat of’. 3Pl sE@w<E@’yÊy’bç$. 1Sg sE@w<E@’yÊy’mi@’y$. 
187 a&y ‘take’, here as a linker: [X a&y Y] ‘from X to Y’, ‘whether it be X or Y’. 
188 ka@la@ ‘sanction’. A villager may be punished for an infraction by having one of his animals 

slaughtered (without compensation). The sanction is imposed by a group of three elected men. 
Except for the chief’s meat section, there is no formal distribution of meat sections and organs 
as there is in a normal slaughter.  
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  [la@ya$ kç$̆ <] ka$y, [la@ya$ gu$n] bE$r bu^̆  sE@w<E@’m$, yâ˘ [kç$̆ < ka$˘<]189 [[nu$ la&’m] 
mâ˘]  kç$̆ < lo@’m$ ka$y⇑, lo$su$yô’m kç$rç@, [E@r<E@ ce@ri$ye$˘]≡∅, lo@̆ tôl, ki$’ka@<’m$, wa@sa$ ku$ 
ka$y, [[la@ya$ bç$Nç$] kç$̆ <]≡∅, [ya&’m mâ˘] na$r<î˘ ni@’yE$, [E@r<E@ ce@ri$ye$˘]≡∅, bç$̆ ’yî’m, 
[u@ro$ [nu$ di$y<a$’m]], cE$lE$’yî˘, [[u@ro$ [nu$ di$y<a$’m]] ma$̆ ] ni@’yE$, jE$lE$ku$ci$r<e@y pa@’ma$ 
de$, [ku@ ka$y] [ha@lu$ [na$w<a$̆  kâ˘<] sE$w<E$’bç@ ka@la$] [[nu$ di@y<a$’m] ma$̆ ] lo@’m$ de@ 
wôy⇑, [E@r<E@ cE@lE$’yi$̆ ]≡∅ [ku@ ma@⇒ [jE$lE$ku$ci$r<e@y ka$y]] lo@’m$, [[â˘ ye$y] pi$re$] 
[tu$w<ç’̂m ka$y] lo@’m$, ku@ ya$, Na@y<i$˘ [ku@ o@su$] ku@≡m$, [la&w ba$ri@’yE$ de$] ba@râ 

O: ku@≡m$ [la@ya@˘ru$ gu$ni@] a$rsE$̆  sE@w<E@’yÊy≡m$ 
I: [la@ya$ n)a$y] sE@w<E@’yÊy≡m$ 
O: ha$̆  ce@˘le@̆ ’rE$ 
I: la&w a$Ngu@≡m$ ma$ 
O: ha$̆  ku@ ku@≡m$ 
I: ku@≡m$≡n$da$˘ 
O: e@̆  ku@≡m$ 
 
Beni Text 2005-1-.22 
 
S: [u^̆  be$⇒] [nu&˘ be$⇒] ja@y u^˘ ja$ya@̆ ’ra$˘’w$ ku$, [ja@y ku$] [n$je@ ku^̆  wo$]≡m$ 
I: ja@y ku$, kç$˘< yE&̆ ’ra$’w$, [ku@ jô˘] [su$mç&y ku^̆  wo$]≡m$, [ya&’m ku^˘ wo$] ya@ bu@ ga@̆ , [ya&’m 

dE@NgE$y] su$mç&y mE$gE$ pa$Nga@ so@’w$, su$mç&y ku$⇑, î˘ [nu$ di$y<a$], su$mç&y [bu^̆  
kç$̆ <]≡∅≡bE$, su$mç&y [bu^̆  kç$̆ <]≡∅, su$mç&y [bu^̆  kç$˘<]≡∅⇒⇑, tu$lu@ wo@, mba@ be$, [u@ 
ç@r<ç$ ku$] ba@i$̆ < so$’w$ de$, [ç$r<ç$ E$su$] u@ so@’w$ ku$, [u@ nE@̆ ] [ku@ da@̆ ] wa@ra@’w$, u@ wa@ra@’m$ 
de$, n)u$w<ç@̆ ’rE$≡ra$˘, [E@r<E@ kç^˘< ku$] [E@r<E@≡m$, wa@ra@’m$], [wa@ra@’m$ ti@nE@m] [wa@ra@’m$ 
ti@nE@m] [E$si@˘< n)u$w<ç@̆ ’rE$≡ra$˘], kç@˘< n)u$w<ç@̆ ’rE$ do@ wôy, [[u@ kç^˘<] wo$] go@’m$, [nu&̆  î˘ 
wôy] ja$y≡∅, ha$̆  n)u$w<ç@˘’rE$ de$, [u@ lo@’w$ de$] [u@ ya$] [u$su@ tu$w<ô’m], nu$nu&m [u@ mâ˘] 
yE&̆ ’rE$, [ç$r<ç$ N@ kç$y<] i@ya$ nu@w<o$y, [yu^̆  tç&’y$] jç@rç@’y$, [e$nji^̆  ma$s’i$˘  dç@’y$ ku$] 
gu&y<’tu@’w$≡ra$̆ , [[nu$ ka$̆ <] [N$ga@ da@̆ ] [u@ kç^̆ <] so@’m$≡bE@’m$ ku$] [ka$rwa@ so@’m$≡bE@’m$ 
ku$], E@r<E@ a@, N$gu@ ka$y, [a@ ma@̆ ] [N$gu@ ka$y] du$wç@ bE@rE@’m$’n$do$ gu&<’m$, [N$gu@ ka$y] [a@ 
ma@̆  ka$y], [N$gu@ [[[a@ pâ˘] mo$̆ ] wo$] a@ nu$’w$] [a@ kç^̆ <] wa$ gu&<’m$, [[i$r<a$ N$gu@] [u@ 
kç^̆ <]≡∅ gu$<’w$ ma$] e@˘, [i@˘,190 i@r<a$ ku$yç@˘— ku$yç@̆  ba$˘191, [i@r<a$ ku$] [u^̆  ma$̆ ] sa&w ni@ 
so@’w@≡bE@˘’y$192, na@mci@yE@’m$≡bE@̆ ’w$ [ti$r<i@ je@’m$≡bE@̆ ’w$], [i@ye@ [ç$r<ç$ N$gu@] [u@ kç^̆ <]≡∅ 
gu$<’w$ ma$⇑] e@˘, a$w’ri@’y@ ko$y, [u@ ya$] i@nji@ri@193 [[u^˘ ye$y] la@̆ ri@ dE@˘’rE$˘’w$ de$] [bç$̆ ’u@ro$ 
ye@’w$], a@, [bç$̆ ’u@ro$ nu$˘]⇑, nu$̆ — nE@̆ , [î˘ [nu$ di$y<a$]], te@re$w≡∅ ya$̆ 194, [[i$r<a$ N$gu@] 
têy] Na@y<i$̆  lo@ i@ te@ge@ ni$, [[i$se$̆  N$gu@] nu^˘] [pu$ra@˘ru$ be$]195 [â˘ kç$̆ ]≡∅ gu$y<’bç$, [[i@r<a$ 
ku$] ma$] e@̆ , n@/n$, [i@r<a$ ku$] bu^̆  gu$’ni@196, gu&̆ $< ya$˘, [i@ye@ i@ gu&y$< ni$] [i@r<a$ ku$ ma$̆ ] [[[â˘ 
[nu$ di$y<a$]] mo$̆ ] wo$] [â˘ kç$̆ <]≡∅ gu$y< [â˘ sa$̆ <] gu$y<, a&y [pi$ri@ u$rç@ so@’w$] [na$˘ 

                                                        
189 This kç$̆ < ka$̆ < ‘any thing (which …)’ is unnecessary, since kç$̆ < ‘thing (which …)’ is repeated later 

in the clause. 
190 i@̆  here is an exclamation of surprise at the beginning of a quoted speaking turn: ‘huh?” The 

preceding e@̆  means ‘yes!’. 
191 Repair to: [i@r<a$ ku$] ku$yç@̆  ba$̆  ‘the field formerly’. Speaker O is imitating the excited, stuttering 

speech of the quoted speaker. 
192 ‘We formerly had’. Negation: … so$’lo@≡bE@̆ ’y$ ‘we did not (use to) have’. sa&w ni@ is a verb-verb 

combination meaning ‘give in trust, entrust (property, money, etc.) to (someone)’. 
193 i@nji@ri@ ‘get up’ here is chained with ye@-w$ ‘you-Sg come’, over an intervening conditional 

antecedent. 
194 Emphatic particle (insists on the truth of an assertion). Another occurrence just below. 
195 Since pu$ra@˘ru$ ‘such-and-such, so-and-so’ seems to refer to the village of the usurpers, one could 

emend to pu$ra@˘ru$ nu$̆  ‘the people of …’. 
196 Perfective Negative of gu$<- ‘say’. 
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ko$ro&y ka@<’m$’n$do$], [nu$ di@y<a$] mç$̆ li@’yE$, u^̆  nu@’m$’n$do$̆ ’w$ ma$, [[i$r<a$ N$gu@] [mâ˘n be$] 
[â˘ kç$̆ <]≡∅ gu$ n@] te$ge$’bç@ ba$y, [u^˘ ya$] a$Nây nu$˘’w$ ma$, a&y gu$’l’a@ ya@y, a&y gu$’l’a@, 
i@r<a$ ku$, bu^̆  kç$̆ <≡∅≡ra@, 

  ha$̆  [nu@w<o$y ka$y] [tu&̆  mâ˘], ba$tu@ lo@’yE$, ye@’yE$, lo@’yE$, ye@’yE$, lo@’yE$ ye@’yE$, [i$r<a$ 
N$gu@] u^˘ kç$̆ <≡∅≡ra@, [i$r<a$ N$gu@] [ku@ la@yri$] î˘≡m$, ti$r<i@ [î˘ ma$˘] ti@r<E@’m$≡bE$̆ ’w$, [î˘ ma$̆ ] 
na@m ci@yE@’m$≡bE$˘’w$, [i@ye@ u^̆  n)u$w<ç@̆ ’rE$̆ ’w$ na$̆ ] [u^˘ kç$̆ < ku$], [[[mâ˘n ya$˘] [mâ˘n ya$̆ ]] 
di$mbi$yi@ nu$], bu^˘ di$mbi$yi@ nu$$⇒, [i@ye@ ka@la$] [î˘ kç$̆ < ka$y] [î˘ ka$y] du@wç@’m$’n$do$̆ ’y$ [î˘ 
kç$̆ <] di$mba$˘’y$197, [ku@ ya$] ha$˘ nu@w<o$y a@Na$y be@˘’rE$ de$⇑, [[ku@ do$̆  wôy] na@m 
ci@yE@’ti@̆ ’y$] du@wç@’n$198, [u^̆  so@’w$ ku$ wôy] du@wç@’n$, [[N$gu@ a$y na@y] N$gu@’ru$ lo@ dç&’y wôy] 
[i@̆  kç$̆ <]≡∅, [wa$ra$’ju$w<î˘] wa$ra@ ju$w<E@̆ ’ra$̆ ’w$, a$wu@’m$’n$do$̆ ’y$, ha$̆  i@ye@ la&w la@wa@199, 
[u^̆  ga$sa$] yâ˘ nu@̆ ’rE$≡ra$̆  e@̆ , bç$r<ç@200 jE@˘’ti@˘’w$, N$gu@ di@mba@’w@ wo@, N$gu@ di@mba@’w@ wo@], 
[[tu&˘ mâ˘] ba$ta@˘ dE@̆ ’rE$̆ ’w$ de@ wôy] [[nu$ kâ˘<’m] lo@ [a@ u@ro$] bÊ’m$], ji$r<e@y dç@˘’rE$ de$, 
u^̆  tç@wu@’m$’n$do$̆ ’y, tç$rE@̆  nu$ yE@rE$’m$ ku$⇑, lo@ E@r<E$ tE@mbu@’˘w$, [ja@y yE&̆ ’rE$ de$] [ku@ 
di$mbi$yi@’m$], ha$̆  [a$mâ˘n wa$ra$’ju$w<’î˘≡∅ na$˘] [E@r<E@ kç^̆ <]≡∅≡ra@, [[[i$se$˘ N$gu@] 
kç^̆ <]≡∅ na$̆ ] [[i$se$˘ N$ga@] kç^˘<]≡∅≡ra@, N$gu@ di@mba@’w@ wo@, [hâl yE& [tu&̆  mâ˘,] [sa$mbâ˘ 
a&y’yE$⇑] [ma$rpâ˘ a&y’yE$⇑] [be@re@ a&y’yE$⇓]], [pa$Nga@ mâ˘] lo@’yE$, pa$Nga@ sa@ri@yE@’m$, 
pi@ni@w<u@’w$ de$, bu^̆  [[â˘ ku$˘] ma$̆ ] ju@wç@’yE$, [su$mo$y N$gu@] [mu&˘ su@mo$y]≡∅, N$gu@ 
[mu&̆  su@mo$y]≡∅≡ra@, ju@wç@’yE$, te@re$w jç@rç@’yE$ de$ ko$y, ha$˘ ma@̆ nu$ ha&˘<201, u@ [[mu&̆  
ku^̆ ] wo$] si@ye@˘’rE$’w$, su$mo&y [mu&˘ kç^̆ <]≡∅, na$˘ [u@ kç^̆ <]≡∅≡ra@, [N$gu@ wo@] te&y$ 
si@ye@˘’rE$ de$, da$̆ yi@̆ ’rE$, [ku@ wo@] li@yE@˘ dE@̆ ’rE$ si$ye&’l≡la$˘202, [pa$Nga@ nu^̆ ] [u^̆  ma$̆ ] 
[bç$̆ ’u@ro$ n$je@ tE$m203 ma@̆ ] wa@, [î˘ ka$y] bi$r<a@ tE$mbi$˘’y$, [bi$r<a@ nç@̆ ’w$ ma$] e@˘, [pa$Nga$ 
nu$̆  E$su@ yE$] de$, bi$r<a@ u^̆  nç$̆ ’w<u@’yE$, bi$r<a@ u^˘ nç$̆ ’w<’ti@’ya$≡ra$˘, [yâ˘ ka$y] 
n)u@w<ç@’m$’n$do$, bç$Ngç@ go@’m$, [ku@ n)ây] [nu$ kâ˘<] [[ku@ tu@lu$] wo$] go@’yE$, [su$y’î˘ n)a$y] 
[[ku@ tu@lu$] wo$] go$’bç@ ma@, [pa$Nga@ n)ây] nE@̆  [bi$r<a$’nç&’y$ n)a$y] [[ku@ tu@lu$] wo$] la@wa@ 
go@’ma$ ma$, N$gu@ ye@’m$, a$Nây yi$’w$, … 

O: ç$<hç@<, [ku@ n)ây ka$y] i@r<a$  
I: … [î˘ ja$y ku$] 
O: [su$mo&y ka$y] su$mo&y [ci@̆ tE$ wo$] nu@w<o$y [E@r<E@ gu$<’w$ Ngu@] [ku@ ku@≡m$], [N$gu@ di@mba@’w@ 

wo@ sa$y] su$mo&y ci@̆ tE$ ye@’m$, [tu$w<ô’m bç$Ngç$] [kç@˘< ku$] [[E@r<E@ kç^̆ <]≡∅]≡ra@ ko$y, e@˘ 
[n)u$w<ç@̆ ’rE$ de@ wôy] [[a@ kç^̆ <]≡∅ wa$ gu$<’m$], [[u@ [kç@˘< bç@Ngç$] ya$]204 du@wç@’m$’n$do$’w$ 
gu$<’w$] [[E@r<E@ ya$] du@wç@’m$’n$do$ gu$<’m$] [su$mo&y ci@˘tE$ N$gu@ di$mbi$yi@ ye@’m$] [nu@w<o$y 
da$y< E@r<E@ gu$<’w$ N$gu@ ga@y<i$̆ ], [î˘ ka$la$] [î˘ ma$˘] [ku@ tu’̂m] ka@y<’ta@’w$205, [N$gu@ be$⇒] 
[[[N$gu@ be$] tu^m ku$] mu$r<u^̆ ] wo$ sa$y] [nu&˘ î˘ wôy]206 a@Na$y la@̆ ru@’m$≡bE$̆ ’y$ 

S: bon, par exemple [ja@y ku$] nu@w<o$y Na@y<i$˘ ka@̆ ’r<E$ de@ ne@y, [tu&˘ mâ˘] u$su@ ga$< na@y, [u$su$ 
N$gu@] [u$su@ pu$ra@̆ ru$] tu&̆  ce@se@’mây207 gu$̆ <’w$ ma$⇒, ou bien [[sE@rE@ so$’lo@˘’w$] u^̆  bu@’m$ 
de$] [yE& [[u^̆  ku$˘] wo$] si@ye@’yE$] 

                                                        
197 3Sg equivalent di$mba$’w$. 
198 Imperative plural, addressed by the field owners to the occupiers. 
199 More usually: [i@ye@ la$wa@˘’rE$ de$]. 
200 Also bç$nç@. Cf. Fulfulde bone. 
201 ha&̆ < ‘yes?’ (response to a vocative). 
202 For /si$ye$-ri@≡ra$̆ /. Phonetic [si$je&l˘a$]. 
203 = /tE$mbi$/. 
204 Beginning of construction with parallel [X ya$] …, [Y ya$] …, with ya$ ‘also, too’. In [u@ [kç@˘< 

bç@Ngç$]] ‘you the owner’, the pronoun u@ ‘you-Sg’ is not a possessor (as can be seen from the 
tones), rather it is in apposition to the following nominal (‘owner of the thing’). 

205 Experiential Perfect: ‘has (ever, once) happened’. 
206 Conjunction without overt coordinating conjunction, ending in wôy ‘all’. 
207 Hortative. 
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O: [u^̆  i$se$˘] yE& [[u^˘ ku$̆ ] wo$] si@ye@’m$’nE$ ko$y, [u@ [i@r<a$ bç$Ngç$ ku$]] [[i@r<a$ wo$] [i@ye@ la@wa@̆ ’rE$ 
de@ wôy] yE@’rE@], [[u@ kç^̆ <]≡∅≡ra@ ga@], yE@’rE@208 [E@r<E@ [mba@ ya$] a$wu@’m$’n$do$], a@, i@r<â209 
N$gu@’ru$ yE&̆ ’rE$’w$ [i@ye@ la@wa@˘’rE$] [N$gu@’ru$ u@≡n$ i@ yi@ n$] [[u@ mâ˘] jâm N$go$], [E@r<E@ ya$] 
a$wu@’m$’n$do$, ha$̆  [ku@ ku$ n)ây] yâ˘ [u^˘ ye$y] lo@ tu&̆  ce@se@’jE@̆ ’w$ de@ wôy, [ku@ n)ây] [u^̆  
ye$y] ja@ya@̆ ’w$, ç^̆ < bç$̆ ’u@ro$ yE& u@ te@ge@ n$, [E@r<E@ ya$] lo@ [a@ bç@˘’u$ro$] te@ge@’m$, [u@ ya$] yE& [u@ 
bç@̆ ’u$ro$] te@ge@’w$, [ha$˘ [[î˘ kç$̆ <] wo$] la&w yE@’rE@’ni$210] [î˘ ç$r<ç$’da$na$̆ ]≡∅, [[î˘ i$r<a$ ku$] 
wo$] la&w [u^̆  lç$sç$211] ga@’lE@’n$, [ku@ ku$] lo@ bu^̆  tE@mbi@’jE@̆ ’w$≡ra$̆ , ha$̆  ku@ [u^̆  wôy] ja@y 
[ku@ wo@] go@’m$, Na@y<i$̆  be@’m$,  

S: bon ja$ya@̆ ’rE$̆ ’w$ de$, [a$Nây ka$< na@y] [yE& pi@ni@w<i@ yE&˘’w$ de$] [tu&̆  mâ˘] da$— da$ngu@̆ ’ra$̆ ’w$ 
O: [ja@y ja$ya@̆ ’jE@̆ ’w$ de$] se$ytâ˘n u^̆  ga$y<≡bE$’rî˘212, [kç$ru@ bç@Ngç$] [a@ kç@ru$] a&w du@’jÊ˘ de@ 

wôy, [tu&˘ mâ˘] da$ngi@̆ ’w$, [kç$ru@ bç@Ngç$ ku$] [a@ kç@ru$] a&w du$’ri@ de@ wôy, [ku@ ka@la$] 
a$su@̆  a@Na$y be$̆ ’y$ ju@w<o@’w$213 

S: [ja$ya@’jE@̆ ’w$ de$] i@ya$ pi@ni@w<u@ ba$tu@ ba$ta@̆ ’w$ de$, âm te@re$w so$’w$ ma$, âm kç$ru@ so$’w$ ma$, 
a@Na$y u@su@ru@̆ ’w$ ma$ 

O: [[kç$ru@ so@’m$ ya$˘] [te@re$w so@’m$ ya$̆ ], yE& yi&̆ ’w’jÊ˘214] [kç$ru@ bç@Ngç$] [a@ kç@ru$] du@’jE^̆  de$] 
[yâ˘ lç$sç$’wô˘ wo@’yE$], ha$˘ [mu$y<ç@ ka$< na@y] [[i@r<a$ ku$] [E@r<E@ mâ˘] ni$ na@y] E@r<E@ 
wa$ra$’m@215 gu$y< de$, [[kç@˘< bç@Ngç$ ku$] a$yu@’w$ de$] [E@r<E@ mâ˘] ni@’m$ 

I: [[bç$̆ ’i$̆  la$˘] lç$sç$’wo&˘]216 ye@’yE$ 
O: [[bç$̆ ’i$˘ la&̆ ] lç$sç$’wô˘ wo@’yE$, bu^̆  [u$ro$’je@Ngi@ bç@Ngç$ be$] [bu^̆ ≡m lç$sç$’wô˘ wo@’m$], E@r<E@ 

[ku@ ku$] a$w’ri@ de@ ya$⇒, [ku@ ka$y] a@Na$y be@’m$, la&w [u@ ka@la$] [E@r<E@ mâ˘] ni@’m$’n$do$’w$, 
yâ˘ E@r<E@ wa$ra$’w@’m$’n$do$’w$, i@ye@ [a@ kç^̆ <]≡∅ gu$y< de$, [E@y< ka@la$] a@ kç^̆ < gu$’gu@<’m$, 
[E@r<E@ mâ˘] ni@’m$’n$do$’w$, ha$˘ [N$gu@ be$⇒] [N$gu@ be$ tu’̂m ku$ be$⇒], … 

I: ja@y ja$ya@̆ ’ra$̆ ’y 
O: … [ku@ di$mbi$yi$ na@y] a@Na$y ja@y, i@r<a$ [su$mo&y jây] a@Na$y ye@’m$, [i@r<a$ ja$y] Na@y<i$̆  ye@’m$ 
 
Beni Text 2005-1.23 
 
S: [kç$˘< n$je@ gi$ni@], u@ i$se$˘ go$˘’w$ de$, [bi@rE@ bi$rE$≡ra@̆ ]217 lo@̆ ’ra$̆ ’w$ 
O: [[[î˘ i$sE$˘] go@] [bi@rE@ bi$rE$≡rE@̆ ]218 î˘ lo@̆ ’ra$’w$ ku$], [î˘ [a@r<a$’m be$⇒ a@r<a$’m]219 ka$y] [jç@rç$ 

jç$rç$’r’E@˘] lo@˘’ra$’w$, [lo@ ni@] bE$re@’w$ bE$l’li@220, ja@wdu$ jç$rç$≡rE@˘ lo@̆ ’ra$’w$, [[a$r<a$ ga&m] 
lo@’ma$ de$] [hâl N$gu@’ru$ go$ na@y]⇑, a$bi#ja$ lu$’lo@’yE$⇑, ga@na$ lu$’lo@’yE$⇑, ni$̆ z&e$ri@ya$ 
lu$’lo@’yE$⇑, hâl [ga&m bç@Ngç$ be$] en France lu$’lo@’yE$, [[a$na$sa@̆ ra@ o@njo$y] wo$] 
[ku@≡m$≡nda$ ka@la$] lu$’lo@’yE$, ja@wdu$ jç$rç$≡rE@˘ lo@˘’ra$’w$’bç$, ya&˘, yç$ƒç@ ya@221 lo@’yE$, [ya&˘ 

                                                        
208 Singular-subject prohibitive (imperative negative). 
209 ‘my field’. 
210 Plural-subject prohibitive. Likewise ga@’lE@’n$ ‘don’t put’ (from verb ga&y<’) just below. 
211 lç$sç^̆  ‘foot’. 
212 ga$y<≡bE$ without ’rî˘ is also possible here. 
213 Equated with conjugated form of Jamsay ji&˘<. 
214 yi$̆ ’wi@’ ‘cause to see’. 
215 Hortative with 3Sg subject. Cf. [[a@ i@r<a$] wo$] E@r<E@ wa$ra$’m@ ‘let him plant in his (own) field!’ 
216 Plural-subject relative. Slightly simplified from a theoretical [… [lç$sç$’wo$̆ ]’wo&̆ ]. 
217 Expression denoting the act of leaving the village to seek work far away (in Bamako, in another 

country, etc.). Local French partir en exode. The men of the generation of S and O often 
undertook the long journey to Ghana or Nigeria. Younger men (and women) now often go to 
southern Mali (especially Bamako), Côte d’Ivoire, and Equatorial Guinea for work. 

218 Purposive -rE@̆  (cf. variant -ra@˘ just above). 
219 Fixed expression, literally ‘man and man’, but without the second be$ coordinand. Repeated below, 

same speaking turn. The 1Pl pronoun î˘ is appositional (not a possessor). 
220 Perfective Negative, for /bE$rE$-ri@/. 
221 Alternative pronoun. 
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ku$ ka$y] n)a@w<a$ bu^̆  jo$lo@̆ ’ra$’w$, bu^˘ lo@’m$ mi$ra@̆ ’y$, [î˘ ka@la$], gç@r<ç$ so$’lo@̆ ’y$≡ra@ de@ 
wôy, [bu^˘ ya$] [î˘ ya@ lo@̆ ’y$ na$˘ gu&n] [yç$ƒç@ lo@˘’ra$’w$’bç$] [[ku$yç@̆  [î˘ sa$la$ n)a$y]] [[ya&’m 
boŷ222] ç$r<ç@̆  E@r<E@ lo@’y$] tE$mbi$’ri@̆ ’y$] [a@r<a$≡m$≡n$da$ de$], ga$̆  nu@w<o$y ya$˘’yî˘ yç$ƒç@ 
yç$ƒç$223 ya@ lo@’yE$, [bu^̆  n)a$w<a$] bu^̆  jo$lo@˘’ra$’w$, [a@r<a$’m be$⇒ a@r<a$’m] ja@wdu$ jç$rç$≡rE@˘ 
lo@˘’ra$’w 

S: [[u^̆  ma$̆ ni$] wo@] [n)a@w<a$ bu^̆  jo$lo@˘’ra$’w$] ma$⇒⇑, ma$˘ [bu^˘ ka$y] [n)i$’n)a@w<a@’yE$ gi$n] 
lo@˘’ra$’w$’bç$ 

O: bu^̆  [n)i$’n)a@w<a@’yE$ gu$n] lo@̆ ’ra$’w$’bç$, [bu^˘ lo$ na@y] [lo@̆ ’r’a$̆  de$] [bu^̆  n)a$w<a@̆ ’ra$’w$ ku$] ya@ 
yi@̆ ’ra$̆ ’y, tu$w<ô’m$≡n$da$̆  ye&y≡ra$̆  ta&̆ n≡n$da$̆ , kç$̆ < bu^˘— 

S: [lo@˘’r’a$̆  de$] [n)a@w<a$≡ra$ de$ ka$y] [E$su@ wo@] ye@’m$’nE$—, [E$su@ wôy] je@’m$’nE$ 
O: [E$su$ bu^̆  jE&̆ ’ra$’w$] yi@˘’ra$’ra$̆ ’y$, [ç$Ngç$rç@ bç@Ngç$] lo@ n@, [[a@ ç@Ngç$rç$] u@ro$ du$wç@’ti@]224 [a$r<a@ 

ye$y] [a$r<a@ ta$˘n], [ku@ da@̆ ] lo@ be@˘’rE$, [[E@r<E@ mâ˘] E$su^˘≡∅ ka@la$] [[[[E@r<E@ ç@Ngç$rç$] ma$̆ ] 
ka$y] n)a@w<a$]≡∅, [ç$Ngç$rç@ so$’lo@’m$] lo@̆ ’rE$ de$, a$̆  [n)u$w<ç@̆ ’rE$ de$] [bu^˘ ga&m [pi$re@ n)ây] 
ye@’yE$], [[ku@ mâ˘] mE$gE$ n)a@w<a$≡∅] N$go$, ku@≡m$ [n)a$w<a$ i^̆  gu$̆ <’ra$̆ ’w$] [ku@ ku@≡m$] 

S: bon, [a@r<a$ ya$] lo@̆ ’r’a$̆  de@ ne@y, [bu^̆  ne@y lo@̆ ’r’a$̆  de$] [[kç$̆ < n$je@ be$ n$je@ be$]225 je@’yE$] 
O: [ya^̆  lo@̆ ’r’a$˘ de$] [yi$tE$˘ e$si@’yE$ ku$] [bi@rE@ wo@] nu@’yE$, nu@w<o$y ka$y, [nu&’m mâ˘] [bi@rE@ wo@] 

nu@’bç$ âyu@’w$ de$, [bu^̆  bi$rE@’w$ de$] [[[u$wç@ wo@] bu^˘ tç@su@’m$] a$yu@’w$ de$] [u$su$’dE@r<i@ 
a$yu@’w$ de$], [ga$mbu@ ya$] E@wa@̆  ka@<’yE$, ha$̆  [ga&m bç@Ngç$ be$] bu@̆ du$ bE$rE@’yE$, [cE$rÊy 
jÊ˘] [[â˘ bç$̆  be@] mâ˘] ni@’yE$, ni@y<ç@w tu@’m$, [lo@̆ ’r’a$̆  de@ wôy] [ga&m bç@Ngç$ be$] 
[nu@w<o$y ji$r<e@y si@ye@’w$ de$] [ye@’yE$ de@ wôy], [[[â˘ bç$̆  be@] mâ˘] [[[i$sâ˘ [cent-kilo 
ye&y]], cE@rE$y] tu$’m]226, ji$’je@’yE$] [[[[cent-kilo ta&̆ n] cE@rE$y] tu$’m] ji$’je@’yE$] [[[[cent-kilo 
tu$w<o@] cE@rE$y] tu$’m] ji$’je@’yE$], ha$˘ [u@ mâ˘] i$re&w bu@’w$, ha$˘ [N$gu@ gu&n] a$su$w<E$’yî˘ 
lo@˘’ra$’w$’bç@, [[yi$tE$˘ jo@̆ ] ka@la$] [[a$su$w<E$’yî˘ jo@̆ ] ka@la]$ lo@˘’r’a$̆  

S: [a@r<a$ ka$y] [lo$ na@y] n)a@w<a$ n)a@w<a@’m$’nE$ 
O: a@r<a$ n)a@w<a$ n)i$’n)a@w<a@’yE$ ka@la$, [a@r<a$’m ka$y] [lo@ n@] [n)a$w<a@’w$ n)a$w<a$’r<i@ cÊw227] 

[[ja$wdu$ jç@rç@’rE@̆ ] li$’lo@˘’ra$’w$’bç@], [lo@ bE$rE@’m$ ya$⇒] [bE$l’li@’m$ ya$⇒], [[bu^̆  pi$re$] 
n)a@w<a$228 ya@ b’E$˘<’bç@ ko$y] [[[bE$rE$ na@y] n)i$’n)a$Ngi$ri@] ya@ b’E$̆ <’bç@] [[bE$rE$ na@y] 
n)a$Ngi$ri@’m$’nÊ˘]229 ya@ b’E$˘<’bç$, a$su$w<E$’yî˘ ka@la$, a$ [bu^̆  ku$] [[bu^̆  lo$’y ku$] [î˘ ma$̆ ] 
wa@˘ji@bu$≡∅], [bu^˘ lo$’y$ ku$ ka$y] [a@Na$y bu$] 

I: [bu^̆  lo$’y] [jo@̆  ku$ wôy] ce@̆ le$ yâ˘ bu$, [sa@bu$ de$] [tu$w<ô’m bç$Ngç$], u@ro$ u@ bu@ ba$y, lo@ 
bi@rE@ bi$rE@ ni@, ji@njE$ [E@r<E@ mâ˘] o@su$ ni@ n@, mo$bi@li$ bE$rE@’jÊ˘, mo$bi@li$ jç$̆ mbu@’jÊ˘ [a@ bç^˘ 
i$se$˘] N$gu@’ru$ jE@˘’tî˘, a@̆  [a$su$w<E$’yî˘ [u@ tu’̂m] wôy⇑], ç$r<ç@˘ lo@ bE$rE$ de$, i@ya$ lo@ bE@rE@’y$, 
gu$’gu@<’m$≡n$da$˘, [tu$w<ô’m bç$Ngç$] [mo$tô˘ n)a$y] ye@’m$, [ân go@’jÊ˘] [ç$r<ç@˘ go@’jÊ˘], 
[ç$r<ç@̆  da@˘] Na@y<i$̆  bE$rE$’w@’m$ de$, [[i@ ka@la$] bi@rÊ˘≡∅ de$ ka$y] lo@ bi$rE$ na@y, jç@rç@’y$, E@r<E@ 
ya$ lo@’m$, bE@rE@’m$, [â˘ lo$’y jo$̆  ku@ ka$y], bE@rE$ ya@ bu@, [ya&˘ [lo@’y jo$˘]230 ku$]⇑, 
n)a@w<a$≡∅, [yi$’nç@r<u@]’n)a@w<a$ ya$⇒, [ya$˘ji@̆  n)ây] wa$˘s’î˘ ya$⇒, ku@≡m$ [ya&̆  lo@’y jo$̆  

                                                        
222 = wôy. 
223 Iteration with L-tone on second stem. 
224 Linking form of Perfective -ti@-. My assistant would prefer -ti@ n@ in this context. 
225 [kç$̆ < n$je@ be$ n$je@ be$] ‘what (sorts of) things?’, iterated form of [kç$̆ < n$je@ be$] ‘what (things)?’ 

(already plural in form). 
226 cent-kilo here functions as a noun (‘100-kilo sack’). It is possessor of cE$rÊy ‘money’, which in turn 

is possessor of tu’̂m ‘peer, something like’, as shown by tone modifications. i$sâ˘ is not a 
possessor, rather an adjunct of cent-kilo, and neither undergoes or causes tone changes. 

227 tape sounds like [kâw]. 
228 Better: n)a$wa@’s’Ê˘< ‘those who are ruined’. n(a@w<a$ is normally an abstract noun ‘ruin(ation), 

malfunction(ing)’. 
229 Plural-subject relative clause based on Imperfective Negative verb. 
230 Cf. lo$’y jo@̆  ‘much (=frequent) going’. This combination of verbal noun and modifying adjective is 

treated here as possessed noun, hence the {HL} tone contour. 
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ku$],231 N$gu@≡m$ [ku@ [n)a@w<a$ jo$̆ ]], [a@r<a$’m ja@˘ti$] [E@r<E@ n)a@w<a$ ka$y] jo$˘≡ra@, sa$bu$ de$ 
ni@y<ç@w a@r<a$ O da$y< gu&<’w$ ga@y<i$˘, ni@y<ç@w a@r<a$ N@go$y [nu&̆  ga&m bç@Ngç$ be$] [cent-kilo 
pE@ru@], ki$’ka@̆  ku@wo@’j’â˘, [cent-kilo pE@ru@] ni@’yE$, nu$mu$&y ni$’ni@’yE$, tu$w<o@ ni$’ni@’yE$, 
[pE@cE@rE$ ni$’ni@’yE$] [ye&y ni$’ni@’yE$], nE$w<Ê˘≡∅≡ra$̆ , [yi$tE$̆  jo@̆ ] lo@̆ ’ra$’w$ ku$ da$< wôy, 
ku@≡m$, [[i^̆  ka@la$] bu^̆  gç$y<a$̆ ’y$] [ji@njE$ gç&y< ni@], [ku@ ku$] [î˘ ma$̆ ] [o$su$ di@y<a$’w≡∅] 
[o$su$ E$su^̆ ≡∅]⇑, E$si@̆ < nE$w<Ê˘ ya@ so@’w@, N$gu@≡m$ [ç$r<ç$̆ ’lo&’y$ ku$] jÊ˘ 

O: [nu&’m bôy] [[E@r<E@ yî’m] ç$r<ç@̆  lo@˘’rE$ de@ wôy], ya@ gç@y<a@’w@232 
I: ya@ gç@y<a@’w@ 
O: [u@ro$ mo$̆ ’n)E@̆ r<E@ N$go$] [ki$’ka@̆  ku@wo@’j’â˘] [nu&’m bôy] [E@r<E@ yî’m] ç$r<ç@˘ lo@̆ ’rE$ de$], [yi&’m 

jE&’w$⇒ jÊ˘’ri$ cÊw] [ya@ gç@y<a@’w@] [nu$ kâ˘<’m], [yi$ dç$ƒç@ so@’m$ ka@la$] ji$’je@’m$, [yi$ E$si@’m 
ka@la$] ji$’je@’m$, [bç$Ngç&’m jÊ˘’ri$ yi@’jE@’w$ de@ wôy] [[yi&’m ku$] [ku@ da@̆ ] lo@ n@] [bi@rE@ bE$l’li@] 
ma@⇒ [ç$˘rç&y E@r<E@≡ni$ wo$] ma$, n)a@wa$≡m$ ma$, n)a@wa$≡m$≡n$da@≡m$ bôy, [a@ bç^̆ ]≡ni$ ya@ 
ma$̆ ni@233— hâl [a@ sa@̆ ra$˘], [[a@ sa@̆ ra$̆ ] ya@ ma$˘ni@ so@’w$] [a@ bç^˘ ya$⇒] [a@ na@r<a$ ya$⇒], 
u@ro$ da$y< a@ du$wç@’w$, [ku@ ka@la$] Na@y<i$˘ bu$ 

 
Beni Text 2005-1.24 
 
O: ç^˘<, nu@w<o$y, ja@NgE$ ja@NgE@̆ ’ra$’w$, le@kôl234 ja@NgE@̆ ’ra$’w$, nu@w<o$y ka$y, ja@w<le$ tu@mdu@’w$, 

[ja@w<le$ go$ n@] lo@ do@<sa@n235 ja@NgE@’w$, [do@<sa@n ja@NgE@’jE$ n$] [nu@w<o$y hâl lo@ lo@ 
se$wa@̆ ra$236 ja@NgE@̆ ’ra$’w$], [nu@w<o$y ka$y] [[ja@NgE$ ku$] ja@NgE@ n@] bE$rE@’jE@’w$ de$, n$jê˘≡∅ 
[u@ ma@˘n’i$̆ ] 

S: [[ja@NgE$ ja@NgE@ n@] bE$rE@’jE@’y$ de$] nu@w<o$y ka$y, [cE@lÊ237 n)a$y] i@ ma$̆ nu@ so@’w$, ji@NjE$ bi@rE@ 
ma&̆ $238 ni@’y@239, bi$rE$ E$su@ bE$rE@’jE@’y$≡ra$̆ , bç&̆ $’u$ro$ ce@̆ le@’y$, a@du@na@̆ r<u@ ci$’ce@̆ le@’y$, ku@≡m$ 
jç$rç@ so@’y$, ja@NgE$ i@ ja$ra@240 — [i@ na@Na$na$̆ ] [o$su$ i@ bu@’w$ ku$] wo$, ku@ branche ku$, 
[branche ja@NgE$ ku$] a&n$≡∅ lo@ go@’m$, E@r<E@≡m$ lo$ na@y [juge wo$] go@’m$, a&n$≡∅ lo@ go@’m$, 
E@r<E@≡m$ lo$ na@y [[[pa$Na@ bç@Nç$ be$] kç^˘<] wo$] go@’m$, yâ˘ go@ bE$rE@’jE@’y$≡ra$̆  [ku@≡m$ sa$y] 
[ji@njE$ ma$̆ ] le@mde@˘’ra$’y, ja@NgE@ bE$rE@’jE@’y$≡ra$˘ bu@̆ du$ bE$rE@’jE@’y$≡ra$˘, [ku& $̆ ce@̆ le@’y$ de$] 
[tç&w$ ce@̆ le@’y$ de$] [bç&̆ $’u$ro$ ce@˘le@’y$ de$] [a@rsi$lâm wôy] ce@̆ le@’y$, ku@≡m$ jç$rç@’so@’y$ 

O: a@ywa$, [[kç$̆ < u@ a@r<i@yE@ so@’w$ ku$] [ji@njE$ ç$ƒç$’na@˘’m241] [u@ mâ˘] ni@’y@] [ji@njE$ E$su@ ku@ ta@li$’y$], 
a@ywa$ [[u@ bç^̆  ya$⇒] [u@ na@r<a$ ya$⇒] ka$y] ja@NgE$ u@ ga&y<’ti@’ya$, [E$su@ ka$y] [u@ mâ˘] 
da$wru@’ti@’ya$, [u@ ka@la$] ji@njE$ ç$ƒç$’na@˘’m— bE$rE@’jE@’w$ [[bu^̆  ma$̆ ] E$su@ ka@y<’ti@’w$ do@ wôy] 
[[E$su@ ku^˘] wo$] E$su@ ba&r’tu@’w$, ku@≡m$ [[u@ a@r<i$y<E$] wo$] bu$ do@ wôy, [ji@njE$ ç$ƒç$’na@̆ ’m] 
[u@ a@r<i@y<E@ so@’w$ ku$] [u@ mâ˘] ni@’y@, [u@ mâ˘] [ku@ du@wa$w ka@la$] le@mde@’ma$, [u@ na@r<a$ 
ya$⇒] [u@ bç^̆  ya$⇒] [u@ sa@˘ra$̆  be$], ç@</ç$< [mç$su@ ma$̆ ni@ so@’w@≡bE@’w$ ka@la$] [ji@njE$ u@ 
ce@̆ le$’y$], ha$˘ yi$tE$˘’na$r<’î˘, yi&’m na$r<a$ na@y, E@r<E@ ne@w<e$˘, î˘ bi$’bE@rE@̆ ’y$ ma$ [î˘ 
ma$̆ ni@˘’ra$’w$ ku$] [[[u@ a@nsa$̆ ra$’m] Jeff ma$˘] te@ge@] [î˘ [yi$tÊ˘ ne$w<e$̆ ] [N$gu@ ni@̆ wo$] 
ka@̆ <@’ra$˘’y$] [yi$tÊ˘ ye&y ta&̆ n na$r<a@’ti@̆ ’y$ de$], mu&≡n$ lo@ ja@NgE$ ga&˘<’y$, mu&≡n$ lo@ [wo@Ngo@ro@ 

                                                        
231 Phrase ku@≡m$ [ya&˘ lo@’y jo$̆  ku$] not clear on tape, as O speaks at the same time. 
232 Cf. 3Pl gç@y<a@’w@’bç@, 1Sg gç@y<a@’y$, 2Sg gç@y<a@’w@ (same as 3Sg). 
233 For ma$̆ ni@’so@’w@. 
234 French l’école, denoting public schools (as opposed to koranic schools).  
235 Also pronounced du@w<o@sa@n. 
236 Also pronounced se$wa@˘re$. 
237 1Sg possessed form of cE@lE$ ‘heart’. Other 1Sg forms just below (same speaking turn): ma&̆ $ ‘to/for 

me’ (Dative mâ˘), bç&̆ $’u$ro$ ‘my village’ (lit., “my father-house,” elsewhere bç$̆ ’u@ro$), ku&̆ $ ‘myself’ 
(ku^̆  ‘head’), tç&w$ ‘my kin’ (tç&w). 

238 ma&̆ $ ‘to/for me’. 
239 Third person hortative (with ‘God’ as subject). 
240 Mispronounced for jç$rç@’m$ ‘I want/seek’. 
241 Epithet used only with ‘God’. Also pronounced gç$na@̆ ’m. 
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wo@] ga&˘<’y$, mu&≡n$ lo@ a$rsE$˘’be$re@˘ ga&˘<’y$, ha$˘ bu^˘ da$< wo$’wôy, [ja@NgE$ ja@NgE@’w$ de$] 
[u@ro$ u@ bu@’w$ de$] [u$su@ tu$w<ô’m] yE&’w$ de$, [u@ yî’m] u@ na@fE@’m$, [mo$bi@li$ n)a$y] ye&’m$, 
[cE$rÊy [u@ mâ˘] ni@ ti@’m$] [u@ ku@ n)E@’w$], [yi&’m na$r<a$’r<u@’w@ do@ wôy] [[a$r<a$’gu@su@ 
pE@’nu$mu$y pE$r’ku@ro$y] bE$rE@’jE@’w$ do@ wôy], u@ pa@Na$ du$w<ç@˘’rE$, [[nu&˘ yi@tE$˘] [u@ mâ˘] 
ni@’m$’nE$] [[u@ ya$] bi$rE@ bE@rE@’m$’ndo$’w$], [e@wye@’w$ de$] [dç$ƒç@ n)ây] [kç^̆  n)a$y] a@Na$y 
ti@wE@’w$, ha$̆  [N$gu@ ni@̆ wo$] [î˘ ma@˘] yi$tÊ˘ ye&y ta&˘n [ku@ ni@˘wo$] [i^̆  ma@̆ ] yi$tÊ˘ jç@rç@’m$ 
ba$242, ha$̆  ji@njE$ ç$ƒç$’na@˘’m— 

I: ha$˘ sE$wa@˘ra$ kç$y<, u$ro$’si$y’î˘ nE@˘, [[u@ nu’̂m] u$ro$] lo@ si@ye@’so@’w$ ma$⇒ [a&m u@ro$] si@ye@’so@’w$ 
S: bon, [i@ ka$y] N$gu@’ru$ ja@NgE$ ja@NgE@ n@, u$ro$’ku@ro$y243 bE$rE@ ni@, a@Na$y lo$’y$, du@w<o@sa@n, 

[du@w<o@sa@n lo@ ni@] ya^̆  ja$NgE$’y$, [yâ˘ ja@NgE@ n@] se@wa@˘ra$ [se@wa@̆ ra$ da@̆ ] pa@̆ sE@’y$244 
u$ro$’pE@ru@, yâ˘ pa$̆ sE$’y@⇑, [yâ˘ nu$ i@ si@ye@’so@’m$] [nu&’m$≡n$da$̆ , tç&w$’m$≡nda$̆ , [î˘ wôy] te&y$ 
[ku@ ka@la$] tu$w<o^̆ ≡∅≡ra@, [ji@njE$ nu$’m$]≡∅, [N$gu@’ru$ [bi@rE@ gi&n] E@r<E@ jE^̆ ]245 [[i@ ya@] 
[E@r<E@ ya@] tu&˘ yi$˘’y$], [tu&̆  yi$ n@] [i@ni@r<i$̆  ma&̆ $ u$su$ri$] [[E@r<E@ i@ni$r<i$̆ ] [E@r<E@ mâ˘] u$su$ri$’y$], 
[tu&̆  i@ni$r<i$̆ ] te$ge$̆ ’y$ [i@ ya@⇒ E@r<E@ ya@⇒] tu&̆  ju$wç$˘’y$, [bi$rE$ E@r<E@ gu$<’w$] [E@r<E@ mâ˘] 
bi$rE$’y$, [ka@y< ni@] hâl [E@r<E@ cE@lE$] ta$w<yi$, [ku@ n)aŷ] nu&’m ku$ N$gu@’ru$ go$, [N$gu@’ru$ go$ 
n@] [bon [i@ ma@̆ ] do$gu$ru$ ja@NgE@ n@ [i@ ma@̆ ] [a@ ha@˘jE$] i@ bE$rE@’jE@’w$ wôy] ma$⇒ [[î˘ ma$˘] 
vacances ni@ ti@’ya$ de$] [[i@ ma@˘] yE$’y@]246 wa@, o@̆ y gi$<’y$, a@Na$y lo$’y$, [lo@ ni@] [i@ ka@y< ni$] 
[ji@njE$ ka@y< ni$] [a$r<a$’gu$su$ i@ lo@’w$ ku$] [i@ya$ yâ˘ pa@˘sE@’y$], ku@ pa@̆ sE@ n@— [i@ pa@˘sE@ n$] [i@ 
ma@̆ ] sE$wa@̆ ra$ yE$’y@ wa@, o@˘y gi$<’y$, a@Na$y yâ˘ lo$’y$, [nu&’m ku$ tç^w’m≡n$da@ de@], [yâ˘ [î˘ 
ye$y] î˘ bu@’m$ î˘ bu@’m$] [[a$r<a$’gu$su$ tu$w<ô˘] ka$̆ <’y$], [a$r<a$’gu$su$ tu$w<ô˘] ku@≡m$ jÊy< 
ku@≡m$, donc [a$r<a$’gu$su$ ye$y’nE@] lo$’y$, ye$y’nE@ i@ lo@ n$, [i@ be@⇒ bu^̆  be$⇒] [î˘ bu@ ba$y] 
[u$wç@ ta&̆ n], [[u$wç$ ta$y’nE@ ku$] wo@] te@⇒ te@⇒, [î˘ ma$̆ ] congé ni$’bç$, [î˘ ma$̆ ] congé 
bu^̆  ni@ n$, ha$˘ nu@w<o$y [i@ ma@̆ ] lo@˘’rE$ de$, a@, [a@ ma@̆  ka$y] [nu@w<o$y ka$y] kç$̆ <’kâ˘< ma&̆ $ 
gi&y< bE@rE@’m$’n$do$ wa$ de$, [[[i@ ma@˘] u$ro$’si$y’î˘ lu@gu@ro@’’m$ n)a$y] yE$’y@] wa@, n$jê˘≡∅ ma$, 
bon [a@ ma@̆  ka$y] [[a@ bi@rE$] N$gu@’ru$ du$’du@w<o@’m$], [nu@w<o$y a@ bu@’w$ ku$] [a@ mâ˘] 
E$ri$≡m$≡nda@, [a@ ma@˘] yâ˘ go@’m$ ba$, i@ya$ [E@r<E@ ma@̆ ] ân lo@’m$ ma$, [ç$r<ç$ a@ lo@’m$] [a@ ma@̆  
ka$y] ju@wç@’m$’n$do$ wa$, ku@ ya$, [i@ ma@˘] u$ro$’si$y’î˘ lu@gu@ro$’y$ wa$, o@̆ y gi$<’y$, kç$̆ <’kâ˘< 
gi$’ni@’y$, [yE$ n@] [[î˘ nu$̆ ] ma$̆ ] te$ge$’ri@’y$, kç$̆ <’kâ˘< gi$’ni@’y$, [[î˘ nu$̆ ] [ku@ da@˘] [nu$ la&’m 
wôy] sE$’nE@] ju@wç@’y$, [ku&̆ $ ma$̆ ] [i@ ku&̆ $ ma$̆ ] i@≡m$ lu$gu$ro$’ri@ de@, go$’y$, yâ˘ lo$’y$ 
pi@ni@w<u@, [do@<sân dç$’y$] [E@r<E@ mâ˘] telephone ti$’y$247⇑, ç$<hç@< [a@ ma@̆  ka$y] [bi$rE$ la&w] 
bE$rE@’jÊ˘ wa$, N$gu@’ru$ gi$’go@’m$ ba$, kç$̆ <’kâ˘< gi$’ni@’y$, [i@ ka$y] sE$wa@̆ ra$ lo$’y$, [yâ˘ i@ lo@ ni$] 
[ji@njE$ ka@y< ni$] [[u@rô ku$] ç@r<ç$ ku$≡n$] [ya&’m tu$w<ô’m] ya@ b≡b’Ê˘248, E@r<E@ ya$, [[a@ 
ç@Ngç$rç$] sE@— [ba$ma$kç@ da@̆ ] du$wç@’ti@ n@] [[a@ yi@tE$̆ ] du$wç@’ti@ n@] [[a@ sa$y] yâ˘ bu$], yâ˘ 
E@r<E@ bu@ ba$y⇑, [[a@ ti@ti$ri$ wôy] i@≡n$ ti@’m$] [[nu$ kâ˘<’m$] [[E@r<E@ do@su$] wo$] N$go$], ga&m 
[a@ ma@˘] i@ye@ [ç@r<ç$ be$] lo@’m$ de$] [[[a@ u@ro$] ta$˘’’i$̆ <] ma&̆ $ ni@ du$wç@’w$ de$] [[[i@ ma@˘] yâ˘ 
na@’y@] gi&<’m$], [E@r<E@ u@ro$] [E@r<E@ mâ˘] na@’y$, [E@r<E@ mâ˘] gç$y<i@’y$, [E@r<E@ mo@to$̆ ] [E@r<E@ 
mâ˘] mç@ƒç@’y$, a@Na$y bu$, [ku$ do$ wôy] i@≡m$ mç@ƒç@’m$, ha$̆  ya&’m ku$, ha$˘ ma@ be$ lo@’yE$ 
bu^̆  gi&̆ < ni$, [i@ ma@˘ ba$y] nu@w<o$y a$Nây ka@̆ <’m$ ma$ wa$, ma& $̆ u$su$ri$, i@ya$ i@ sa@’w$, [i@ ma@˘ 
ka$y] [E@r<E@ ma@̆  ka$y] i@ ma@˘ u$ro$’si$y’i$̆  la&w lu@gu@ro$’y$ gi$˘<’y$, [i@ ma@̆  ka$y] [ku@≡m$ 
[[lu@gu@ro@’y$ ku$] wo@] bu$’y$], ha$˘ [ku@≡m$ de$ ka$y] [lu$gu$r’î˘ ba$’ri@] [[i@ ma@̆ ] yâ˘ be$’y@] 
wa@, o@˘y gi$̆ <’y$, yâ˘ be$’y$, yâ˘ i@ be&y ni$, [i@ya$ pi@ni@w<u@ [N$ga@ da@˘] lo@ ti@ni@ ni@] [i@ ka@y< ni$], 

                                                        
242 = wa$. 
243 Lit. ‘house [number] six’, i.e. ‘sixth grade’. Distinct in tones from u@ro$ ku@ro$y ‘six houses’. 
244 French passer, here in the sense ‘move up (to a higher grade or school)’. 
245 Emend either as ‘work brought him here’ (deleting gi&n), or as ‘he came here because of work’ 

(replacing jÊ˘ with yE@ ni$). 
246 Indirect-discourse hortative, with original addressee now the speaker. 
247 ti@- ‘send’, with ‘telephone’ as direct object. 
248 Contracted from bu@≡b’Ê˘. 
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[u@rô si$ye$’m$ ku@]249≡n$, [E@r<E@ i@ni$r<i$] G gi$˘<’yE$, E@r<E@≡ni$ ç$r<ç$ bu^̆  jo$lo@’w$ ku$ ya$⇒⇑, 
sE$wa@̆ ra$ ya$⇒⇓, wa$̆ w≡ra@, mais [[E@r<E@ yi@tE$̆  bu^̆ ] [le$kç$l’u$ro$]250 bu@’w$ ku$] E$si@̆ < pa$Na@ 
ya@ so@’w@, [[pa$Na@ bç@Nç$ be$] le@ko$l u$ro$]]≡∅ bu^̆ d251 tç@si@’yE$, [u$wç@ wo@] [bu@˘du$ [mu$su@ 
ni$y<i$˘]] nu$ tu$w<ô’m woŷ bu^˘ [nu&̆  ye$y]≡∅, [N$ga@ da@˘] [ku@ e@kç$l] [ku@ tu^’m] N$go$, 
[lo@̆ ’r’a$̆  de$] [â˘ ja@NgE@’w$ ku@ na@Na$na$̆  pE@rdE@’yE$252, i@ya$ yE&, [français wo$] pa$Na@ sE$’nE@ 
ka@<’’yE$, bon ku@ ni@̆ wo$, [a@ ma@̆  ka$y] yâ˘ be@’m$ ba$, [[i@ ma@̆ ] jç@rç@’m$ de$] [[ç@r<ç ̂wo$] yE& 
bE$rE@’m$] ba$, E@r<E@— ç$<hç@̆ < gi$˘<’y$, la&w [[ya&’m ku$] mâ˘] go$’ri@’y$, [i@ lo@’m$ ka@la$] [[ya&’m 
ku$] mâ˘] E$ri$≡m$≡n$da$, hâl [i@ye@ u@su$] [ç@r<ç ̂wo$] bu$’y$ 

I: ba$y, mu$sêl253 be$⇑, ja@NgE$ u@ lo@̆ ’rE$ de$, u^˘, [a$Nây’a$Nây n)a$y] u^̆  ma$̆  ka@<’yE$, u^˘ su$’su@yç@’yE$ 
ma$⇒, a$Nây [u^̆  ma$˘] ka@˘<’ra$’w$’bç$ 

S: [ja@NgE$ î˘ lo@˘’rE$ de$] [[mu$sel̂ be$] u@ su@yç@’m$’nE$] [[u@≡m$ [u@ ku^̆ ] su$yç$’ri@ tu@lu$ wo$], [u$su@ go@ 
n$] nu@w<o$y lo@̆ ’rE$’w$≡ra$˘, [u@ mâ˘] billet d’entréee gi$n ya@ bu@, [sE@wE$ a$wu@’w$ de$] [ku@ 
n)ây] nu@’w$, ku@ nu@̆ ’rE$’w$≡ra$˘ [u@ moyenne] [u@ mâ˘] moins deux go$lo@’yE$, ku@≡m$ 
[conduite bu^̆  gu&<’m$ ku$] impoli’mu$’w$ ma$⇒, ma$⇒ règle(s) bu^̆  ni@’w$ a$wu@’m$’n$do$’w$ 
quoi, [ku@ ku$] [î˘ ma$̆ ] yâ˘ moins deux go$lo@’yE$, [ku@ dE@NgE$y] [nu&’m wôy] [[u@ ku^̆ ] 
ma$̆ ] ç$mç^̆  lo@’w$, e$kç$l’u@ro$ nu$’r<u@≡ra@̆ , [[u@ ku^̆ ] ma$̆ ] u@≡m$ [u@ ku^̆ ] su@yç@’m$, 
[ku@≡m$≡n$da$ de$] [nu&’m na&˘ a$y na@y] u@ su@yç@’m$’n$do$, [[ku@ da@̆ ] [î˘ ma$˘] la&w [su$y’î˘ 
la&w]— su$y’î˘ ji$yE@’ti@’ya$] [su$y’î˘ N$go$] 

I: [ç$mç^˘ ji$re$’si@y<a$ wo$] yç$ƒç@ lo@’w$ 
S: [[ç$mç^̆  ji$re$’si@y<a$ wo$] yç$ƒç@ lo@’w$] [i@nji@ri@̆ ’rE$’w$ de@ wôy], [[bi$rE$ kâ˘< wôy] so$’lo@’w@] [[ku@ 

gi$n sa&y] yE$’w$] [[ku$ gi$na@y] [ji$re$’si@y<a$ wo$] yç$ƒç@ lo@’w$], [[kç$̆ < la&w u@≡n$ u$su@ 
go$’wu@’m$ woŷ] N$go$] [[ku@ a@r<i$yE$] [u@ mâ˘] ya@ bu@ de@] 

I: ba$y [yi$ n)a@w<a$’m] [ku@ wo@] a$Nây ka@<’m$ 
S: [yi$ n)a@w<a$’m] [E@r<E@ ku@≡m$]— [bu^̆  ku$] ye@’yE$, bu^˘ yE&̆ ’r’a$̆ ≡ra$̆ , le$kç$l’u@ro$ nu@’m$’nE$, hal̂ 

u$su$ â˘ nu@’w$ ka@la$, [â˘ ku$̆ ] tç@rrE@’yE$⇑, [nu$ la&’m] tç@rrE@’yE$⇑, [î˘ mu$se$li$’m] cE@lE$ 
ba$r<a$’w@<’yE$, parce que nu@’ma$ de$, [u@ mâ˘] u@ [nu$ ji@yE$ mi$ra@’m$ ku$] [pa$Na@ n)ây] ji@yE$ u@ 
ji$yE$’w@’yE$, u@ [nu$ [E@r<E@ do@su$ wo$] bu@’m$ ku$], u@ [nu$ di$l’î˘ jç$ru@’m@ ku$], [[bu^˘ ji$yE$ ku$] 
dE@NgE$y] di$le@ bE@rE@’m$’n$do$’w$, [ga@̆ jE$ ga&y< ga&y< bu^̆  ga@̆ jE@’m$ de$] [ku@ di$le@’w$], [ce@̆ ri@ 
wo@] u@ ga&<’yE$, [ku@ a@Na$y bu^˘ ka@<’m$ bu^̆  ka@<’m$] ma$dâm bu^˘≡n la&r go$lo@’tî˘≡ra$̆ , 
[bu^˘≡n la&r go$lo@ ni@] du$wç@’ti@’ya$ de@ woŷ, [u@≡n$ ka@la$ tç@̆ n)E@’yE$] [u@ be@⇒ â˘ be$⇒] da$y< 
u^̆ 254 go@’m$, dç^̆  a$Nây gi$˘<’bç$ [ya$˘’pa$lu@’m ma@̆ ] ta@w<y<a@ jç@rç@’m$ gi$̆ <’bç$, u@≡n$ la&r 
go$lo@’yE$, [u^˘ do$˘ wôy] la&r go@̆ ’w$, go@˘’rE$˘’w$≡ra$˘ [da@na@y go@] [u@ ma$ni@’yE$], [â˘ si$gi$re$̆ ti$] 
nç@’yE$, a@Na$y bu^˘ bu@’m$ de$, bu^̆  ka$y, [patron yi$tE$˘]≡bç@, pi@ni@w<u@ ka@la$ [nu&̆  ga&m] ya@ 
b’E$̆ <, [[[kç$̆ < gi$n] â˘ yE$’w$]255 ma$na$̆ ] ju@wç@’m$’nE$, xxx bu^̆  la&r go$lo@’ti@’ya$ de$, [année 
du$w<ç@˘’rE$ de$] bE$l’l’a@≡ra@˘ [yâ˘ redoubler ka@<’yE$], [[bu^̆  ha$˘jE$] ma$˘] N$go$, a@Na$y yâ˘ 
yi$’ya@ra$’bç$, [ku@ nu^˘ ya$], [[ku@ nu^̆  bu^̆ ] da&˘y’jE@’w$≡ra$̆ ] [[da$y< u@ lo@’m$ bôy] N$go$] 

O: a$̆  [[ku@ yî’m ku$] le$kçl̂256— [E@r<E@ na$r<a@ n@] [le$kç^l E@r<E@ ga&<’w$ de$] [ya$ƒa@ si@ye$’w$], [E@r<E@ 
na@r<a$ ya$⇒] [E@r<E@ bç^˘ ya$⇒] ya$ƒa@ si@ye$’bç$, [u@ bç^̆  ya$⇒] [u@ na@r<a$ ya$⇒] [u@ na$r<a@ n@] 
[[bi$rE$ N$gu@ wo@] u@ ga$y<’bç@ do@ wôy], [u@ ya$] pi@ni@w<u@ ni@, [bi@rE@ ku$] [ku@ na@fa$ƒa$] 
ju@wç@’w$ do@ wôy, [yi$ E$su@’m]≡mu@’w$257 de@ wôy, [yi$’[du@wa$w’bç$Nç$]]≡mu$’w$ de@ wôy, 

                                                        
249 u$ro$’si$yê’m ‘host’, here with 1Sg possessor. 
250 From le$kç$l’u@ro$ ‘school’, literally ‘school-house’, compound of le$kçl̂ (French l’école) and u@ro$ 

‘house’. le$kçl̂ has a variant e$kçl̂ (see below). 
251 bu@̆ du$ ‘money’, apocopated before an alveolar. 
252 French perdre. 
253 mu$sêl = mu$se@lo$ ‘teacher’ 
254 Emended from bu^̆  ‘they’ to u^˘ ‘you-Pl’. 
255 Postpositional relative, itself functioning as possessor. 
256 Clause restarted here. 
257 ‘you-Sg are’ (conjugated copula clitic). 
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[bi@rE@ ku$] bi@rE@’w$, [u@ na@r<a$ ya$⇒] [u@ bç^̆  ya$⇒] [u@ ma@̆ ] [bi@rE@ ku$] ya@ bi@rE@’m$ gi$n 
s’E$̆ <’bç$, [[bi@rE@ ku$] du$wç@’tu@’w$] [bi@rE@ ku$ ji$se@’tu@’w$], ha$̆  [bu^̆  cE$lE$] ba$r<a$’w@<’tu@’w$, E@̆ < 
o@su$ ka@la$ yi@’m$’n$do$’w$, u@≡m$ [yi$ n)a@w<a$’m]≡∅ gu&<’yE$ [ku@ ku@≡m$], ha$˘ [ku@ ku$] [ji@njE$ 
ç$ƒç@’na@̆ m] [[yi$ E$su@’m wôy] ma$̆ ] po@go@’y$, ha$˘ nu@w<o$y u@ gu$<’w$ N$gu@, a$̆  a@Na$y bu$’w$ 
de@ wôy, [ji@njE$ ç$ƒç$’na@̆ m] a@Na$y u@ bE@si$’y$, [ji@njE$ ç$ƒç$’na@̆ m] ji$re@̆  [u@ mâ˘] jo@lo$’y$, [î˘ 
cE$lE$] sE@yE@’w$ hâl 

I: [français n)a$y] ba$y [[ku@ yî’m ku$] i@ni$r<i$] a$Nây gu&y<’yE$ 
S: [E@r<E@ mâ˘] impoli gi&<’yE$ 
I: impoli 
S: ç$<hç@ 
O: [impoli ku@ nE@˘] [dç$̆  têy] [ku@ kç@rç$] n$jê˘≡∅ 
S: [yi$ ku^̆ ’di@y<a@’m$]≡∅, ku^̆ ’di@y<a@’m$≡∅ [da$w<a@ a$wu@’m$’n$do@’m$] 
O: [da$w<a@ a$wu@’m$’n$do@’m$] 
I: [[E$su@’m$≡∅ ku$] ma$̆ ] a$Nây gu$<’yE$ 
S: poli gi&<’yE$ 
I: poli gi&<’yE$ 
S: ç$<hç@<, [E@r<E@≡m$ E$si@’m$≡∅] ku@≡m$ 
O: E@r<E@≡m$ E$su@’m$≡∅, [nu$˘’ya$̆ gu&’m ku$] E@r<E@≡m$, ce@̆ le@˘’rE$ 
 
Beni Text 2005-1.25 
 
S: gu$gu$su@’m a$Nây bu$ 
I: gu$gu$su@’m, du$gu@ [[ô’m ku$] wo$] ya@na@̆ w<258, ma$⇒ E@r<E@ ta@gu$≡ra$̆ , ta@gu$ te$gi$̆ ≡ra$˘, 

gu$gu$su@’m gu$ru@’m$≡∅, gu$gu$su@’m [[a@ ku^̆ ] ma$˘] sa&w bi$’ba@ra@’m$, E@lE@y bi$’ba@ra@’m$, 
gu$gu$su@’m, [E@lE@y kç$y< yi’jÊ˘ do@ wôy] du@wç@’m$’n$do$, nE@̆  E@r<E@ n)Êy ka$y, su$wç@ be$⇒, 
E@lE@y be$⇒, mi$su$’gç@̆ lç$y be$⇒, [ku@ be$ ka$y] [ba$ra@’w$ de$] [lo@ di$’da$yi@’m$] [n)a@w<a$ 
su@yç@’m$] mi$su$’gç@˘lç$y kç$y<, gu$gu$su@’m, N$gu@≡m$ [E@r<E@ ta@gu$], [[u@ u@ro$] pi$re$], ga$nju@’w$ 
de$, yâ˘ nu@ be@’w$ de$, [u@ mâ˘] n)a$w<a$ nu@w<o$y i@ gu$<’w$ N$gu@ wôy, [u@ mâ˘] su@yç@’m$ 
ti$nE$m be@’m$, [gu$gu$su@’m ta@gu$] [N$gu@ ku@≡m$], i@ya$ mu&˘ âm≡∅259 

S: ba$ra$’ô’m260 
I: ba$ra$’ô’m 
S: E@r<E@≡m$ mu&˘ ku@≡m$ 
I: ç$r<ç@̆  bu$, E@r<E@ [sE@m pi@re$] be@’w$ de$, kç$su^˘ u@ sE@w<’tî˘ de$, [kç$su^̆  bi$n261] tç@gu@ru@’m$, [u@ 

kç@su$], [tç@gu@ru@’w$ de$] n)a$Ngu$ru@’m$, [E@r<E@ ya$] N$gu@ [E@r<E@ bi@rE$]≡∅, kç$s’ku@ku@ru$ 
ku@wo@’m$, [kç$su^̆  lE$mdE$˘] lo@’m$ [w<a$˘r<u@ lo@’m$] [[E$su@ gu&n] u@ so@’w$ ku$], ku@ ce@re@’m$, 
n)a$Ngu$ru@’m$ [hâl lo@ du$mdu@’m$] 

S: [E@r<E@ na@w<a$̆ ] ku@wo@’yE$ ma$ 
I: [E@r<E@ na@w<a$̆ ] ku@wo@’yE$ 
S: gu$gu$su@’m [â˘ ye$y] ci$cE@w 
O: [gu$gu$su@’m na@w<a$̆ ] ku@wo@’yE$, yi$te@̆  ka$y bu^˘ du@wç@’m$’nE$, [nu$ di@y<a$] dÊm⇒ i$re&w≡ra$̆  

a$Nây≡m$ mâ˘≡ra@262 de@ ka$y 
S: o$ pi@lE@’m ya$ 
O: o$ pi@lE@’m, u@ro be@’w$ de$, ma$nî˘ wo$, bo$lô˘ si@ye@’m$’n$do$ ka@<’w$ de$, bo$lô˘ si@ye@̆ ’re$ do@ wôy, 

[nî˘ nç@’m$ gu$ni@]263 si$ye$, [ma$nî˘ wo$] be@’w$ de$, [u@ u@ro$] bu$gu$so@’w$264 de$, [[u@ ku^̆ ] wo$] 

                                                        
258 Variant ya@na@y<a@w. 
259 âm ‘who?’ is used for animals as well as humans, cf. n$je@ ‘what?’ for plants and (other) inanimates. 
260 Mouse sp. named after ba$ra@̆ , an area in the ravine beside Beni. 
261 Apocopated < /bi$r<i$/, L-toned form of bi$r<i@ ‘bottom’. 
262 mâ˘≡ra@ is obscure here. 
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le&w si@le@’m$, E@lE@y du@wç@’m$’n$do$, ç$r<ç$ a@ bu@’w$ ku$ da@̆ , kç$̆ <’kâ˘< n)E$y a@ n)E@’m$ ga@i$̆ < bu@’w$ 
wôy, n)E&y, n)i$’n)E@’m$, u@ n)E$y n)E@ u@ wa$sa@’w$, N$gu@ wôy⇑, [E@r<E@ bi@rE$] [o$ pi@lE@’m], yu^˘, 
[ku@wo@ dE@r<E@’m$] [ku@wo@ na@’m$] [[dE&w ku$] wo@] go@’m$’n$do$, go@̆ ’rE$ do@ woŷ, [nî˘ nç@’m$ 
gi$n] si$ye$, E@r<E@ go@’w$, [ku@≡m$≡n$da@ de@] [[ç$r<ç$ E@R<E@ lo@’m$ wôy] N$go$], [E@r<E@ ya$] N$gu@ 
[E@r<E@ bi@rE$]≡∅ 

S: [o@ si@̆ li$’m265] ya$ 
I: [[o@ si@̆ li$’m] bi$rE$] ka$y], [[o@ si@̆ li$’m] bi$rE$] ka$y], yu$̆ ’tE$˘rE@ lo@ mç&˘l’tu@’w$ do@ wôy [ç$r<ç@̆  

da@˘], [ku@ pi@re$] be@’m$, a@≡m$≡n$da@, [[o$ la$] [a$ ga$y<i$˘] ka&<’m]] nu@’m$’n$do$, [a@ sa$y] be@’m$, 
yu^̆  lo@ u^̆  ba@ra@’m$ de$, [[gç$r<u@ wo@] nu@ n@] ya&̆  di$mbi$yi@ yE$ de$⇑ ku@≡m$, yç$ƒç@ [sa&m wo@] 
nu$ de$ ku@≡m$, nE@̆ , u@ro$ yE&̆ ’rE$ de$, o$˘ u@ro$ b’Ê˘<≡n$, la$ri@’m$ gi$˘<’bç$, [bu^˘ ma$˘] mç$su@ 
bu@’w$, E$si@̆ < bu^˘ ku@wo@’m$, E@r<E@ ka@la$, N$gu@≡m$ [E@r<E@ bi@rE$]≡∅, [[E@r<E@ je@su$] ji$̆ <] 
E$ri$’m$≡n$da@, o@ si@̆ li$’m$ 

S: o$ jE@w<E$’m ya$ 
I: [o$ jE@w<E$’m] [kç$˘< E$su@]≡m$≡n$da@, a$r<a$’gu$su$ E@r<E@ na$r<i@̆ ’rE$’w$, kç^̆ ≡∅ gu&<’yE$, bu^̆  jô˘, yu^̆ , 

yu^̆  ku@wo@’yE$ hâl lç@ƒç@’w@’yE$,266 yu$̆  [dE&w wo@] bu@’w$, u@ nî˘, [u@ro$, [ni$̆  ka$̆ <] dE&y u@ 
so@’w$ ku$] [ku@ nç@’yE$], nî˘ bE@rE@’m$’nE$≡ra$˘, yç@ƒç@’yE$ cê˘, yç$ƒç@’ma$ de$, [ç$r<ç$ la&w wo@] lo@ 
nî˘, [nç$ na@y] ye@’yE$ [ni$’nç$r<u@ so@y da@’m$’nE$], o$ jE@w<E$’m, N$gu@ ki$’ka@<’m$⇑, E@lE@y 
ku$’ku@wo@’m$⇑, [[u@ n)Êy] wa$sa$] n)i$’n)E@’m$, hâl u@≡n$ ku@wo@’m$, o$ jE$w<E$ mu&̆ , [E@r<E@ 
bi@rE$]≡∅, N$gu@≡m$ [E@r<E@ ma^̆ ] ju@wç@’y$ 

O: ç$<hç@ a@Na$y≡m$, [o$ jE@w<E$’m] [u@ ni@ya@’m$ de$] [n)a@r<u$ wo$], [u@ na@̆ ’si$̆ <] ku@wo@’m$ 
S: o$ do$ro@’m267 ya$ 
O: o$ do$ro@’m teŷ te@ge@ 
I [overlapping]: o$ do$ro@’m, la$̆ ra@̆  E@r<E@ yi$’y$, [E@r<E ka$y] [[la$˘ra@̆  da@˘] kç$̆ < bu@’w$ be$] n)E@’m$ ga$, 

su$wç@, o$ do$ro@’m, E@r<E@ su$wç$’n)E&’m$≡∅ 
S: ba$y, [[E@r<E@ ma@̆ ] u@ru@’bi$si@ri$’m ta@Nu@’m$268] gi$̆ <’bç$, te@re$w≡∅ ma$⇒ kç$ru^̆ ≡∅ 
I: ta@Nu@’m$’n$do$, u@ru@’bi$si@ri$’m E@r<E@ ni$’na@r<a@’yE$, E@r<E@ ya$, [E@r<E@ tç^w] de@y<⇒, ku@ ka$y 

kç$ru^˘≡∅, [u@ru@’bi$si@ri$’m ta@Ni@ bE@rE@’m$’n$do$] [[da$y< E@r<E@ ta@Nu@’m$] N$go$], mu$r<u@ bu@’w$, 
do$ro$’[ku$’ku@yç@] i$la@ E@r<E@ so@’w$ ku$ dE@NgE$y, ra$˘269 de@ wôy, E@r<E@ [[a@ ku^̆ ] ma$˘] ta@Ni@ 
bE@rE@’m$’n$do$, u@ru@’bi$si@ri$’m de@y<⇒⇑ [mu&̆  yî’m] de@y<⇒⇓, [ku@ ka@la$] [i^̆  ju@wç@’m$] 
N$gu@≡m$ 

O: u@ru@’bi$si@ri$’m yi&’m ni$’na@r<a@’m$, yi$ E@r<E@ na$ra@’m$, i@ye@ na$r<a$ ka@la$, [do$ro@ n)ây] E@r<E@ 
tE@mbu@’w$, [o$ do$ro@’m] [E@r<E@ ka$y] toujours la$̆ ra@̆  bu$ 

I: E@r<E@ la$̆ ra@˘ bu$ 
O: la$˘ra@̆  su$wç@ n)E@’m$ 
I: na$˘ ta@Nu@’m$’n$do$ 
O: su$wç@ n)E@’m$, [ti$w<E&y jE@lÊ˘] n)E@’m$ 
I [overlapping]: [a$Nây ka$< na@y] [ta@N bE@rE@’m$], [[E@r<E@ du@rç$] N$gu@ nE@˘] [ku@ du$mdo@’w$ de$] 

ma$⇒, a$Nây ka$< na@y, ta@Nu@’m$’n$do$, ku@ te@re$w≡∅≡ra@, E@r<E@ ya$, E@r<E@ tç^w, [bu^̆  ma$̆ ] 
kç$̆ < i@ ju@wç@’m$ ka$y⇑, [i@ ka$y] [N$gu@ ku@≡m$], u^˘ ba&r bE@rE@̆ ’w$ ma$ dÊm 

O: ku@≡m$, [[bu^̆  bi$rE$] [ku@ ku@≡m$]] [[nu@w<o$y u@ te@ge@’w$] 
 
Beni Text 2005-1.26 

                                                                                                                                          
263 Purposive clause. 
264 Negation: bu$gu$so$’ri@. 
265 Cf. si@˘li$, term used to describe unripe fruits, especially of ka$ma$kç$rç@ (Leptadenia hastata). 
266 lç@ƒç@’w@’ ‘cause to overflow’ (here, ‘do excessively’). 
267 Cf. do$ro@ ‘thorn’. 
268 Variant of ta@Ngu@-. 
269 ≡ra$̆ , here after a pause. 
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S: [ya$’gu$rç^’m mu$mu$r<u$ mu&̆  ne@y] a$Nây bu$ 
O: mu&˘ [ya$’gu$rç^’m mu$mu$r<u$’m] kç$˘< la&w gu&n [ya$’gu$rç’̂m mu$mu$r<u$’m] [E@r<E@ mâ˘] ga$’l’a@ 

ko$y, ya$’gu$rç’̂m E@r<E@ ta@mi@ ni$, [[ya$’gu$rç’̂m ma@˘] ti$we$] wa@, ha$̆  ku@ ni@̆ wo$ ya$’gu$rç’̂m 
mu$mu$r<u$’m] gu$y<’bç$ 

S: [kç$˘< n$je@ be$] n)E@’m$ 
O: N$gu@ pç@̆ lu$m be$, le&w, [ku@ be$⇒] n)E@’m$, ha$˘ [kç$˘< la&w’la&w ka@la$] n)E@’m$ gu$y<’bç$, ha$̆  

ku@≡m$ [E@r<E@ bi@rE$], [E@r<E@ ta@mb’i$˘ ku$] m$ba@— [[[mu$mu$r<u$’m m$ba@] ta@mb’i$˘] ba$˘]270 
u$ru$yo@’m$’n$do$, ta@mbu@’m$ ko$y, ta@mbu@’m$ [[m$ba@ ta@mb’i$̆ ] ba$̆ ] u$ru$yo@’m$’n$do$, ga$˘ 
ya$gu$rç’̂m E@r<E@ ta@mbi@ ni$, [ya$gu$rç^’m ma@̆ ] ti$wE$ wa@, ha$̆  [ya$gu$rç^’m mu$mu$r<u$’m] 
[[E@r<E@ i@ni$r<i$ ku$] na@Na$na$̆ ] [N$gu@ ku@≡m$], mu&˘ go$ro&m’go@m’jo@’m$, mu&̆  mâ˘ 
go$ro$m’go$m’jo$ jE@w<E$’m gu&̆ <’y$, ha$̆  [[a@ ku^˘] ma$̆ ] go$ro&m’go@m’jo@’m$ [ç$r<ç$’da@na@˘ bu$], 
go$Ngo@ro$ be$⇒, [yç$ kâ˘<] [E@r<E@ ya$] [ku@ be$⇒] dE@gE@’m$, [pç@˘lu$m be$] dE@gE@’m$, E@r<E@ 
ka@la$, pi$yê˘ ka@la$ pi@ye@’m$, pi@˘⇒271 pi@ye@’m$, pi$yê˘ pi@ye@’m, ha$̆  [ji$r<e@y wo@≡m$≡n$da$ de$] 
[u$su$’bç@r<ç$ be@’m$’n$do$], [ji$r<e@y wo@ sa$y] E@r<E@ yi$’wu@’m$ 

S: mu&˘ ya$, u$su$’bç@r<ç$ ka@la$ E@r<E@ yi$’wu@’m$ ma$ 
O: [mu&̆  ka@la$] u$su$’bç@r<ç$, mu&̆  u$su$’bç@r<ç$ E@r<E@ yi$’wu@’m$, u$su$’bç@r<ç$ E@r<E@ yi$’wu@’m$, ku@r<u$ 

be$⇒ nu@w<o$y i@le@’tu@’w$ do@ wôy, ga&m yâ˘ E@r<E@ tE@mbu@’w$, u$su$’bç@r<ç$ E@r<E@ yi$’wu@’m$, ga$˘ 
[go$ro&m’go@m’jo@ ka$y] [u$su$’bç@r<ç$ ka$y] N$go$, ji$r<e@y wo@≡m$≡n$da@ de@ wôy, ha$̆  [ku@ 
ka@la$] [a@Na$y bu$] 

S: mu$mu$r<u$ mba@ ya$ 
O: mu$mu$r<u$ m$ba@, mu$mu$r<u’̂m, nu&’m≡ni$ ta@mbu@’m$, [u@ ta@mbu@’tî˘y de$] u$ru$yo@’m$, E@r<E@ 

[u$ru$yi$’y@ ku$][ [[a$wa&’m u@ru$yi$’y$] ma$˘] [[a$wa&’m u@ru$yi$’y$] ma$̆ ]272 mE@gE@ u$ru$yo@’m$, 
[[E@r<E@ ga@y<i$̆ ] kç$̆ < u$ru$yo@’m$] [go$̆ ’gu@nu@m [u@ lç@sç$ wo$] a&y kç$̆ < bu^˘ na@y<’so@’w$ ga@y<i$˘] 
[a@Na$y sa$y u$ru$yo@’m$], [nu&˘ ga&m] nu@w<o$y bu^˘ ta@mbu@’tî˘y de$, E@y< nu@w<o$y do@gu@ru$ 
dç&’r de@ wôy, u$ru$yi$’y@ dE$ri@’m$’n$do$, lE@̆ rE@ [pe$ri@ ye$y ni$y<i&̆  sâ˘] [ku@ dç&’r de@] u$ru$yi$’y@ 
dE$ri@’m$’n$do$, [[ga&m bç@Nç$ be$] ta@mbu@’tî˘y de@ wôy] nu@w<o$y u$ru$yo@’m$ tu@nE@m hâl hâl 
E@y< ç$mç^̆ , [[nu@w<o$y ka$y] [a$yâ˘ pi$re$] [a$ya$̆  N$gu@]≡m$ [yE$ n@] bu^˘ ka@y< ni$] 
[mu$mu$r<u’̂m— ta$mb’i$˘ ku$], so@y [na$ tu$w<ô˘] ta@w<y<u@’m$ [ku@ a@ya$˘ ka$y] dçm̂ yi$’rî˘ 
[[[na$ tu$w<ô˘] je$su$] wo$] ta@w<y<i@̆ ’rE$ ka$y, [a$ya$˘ i$re&w ka@<’m$] ya@ bu@≡ra@ de@ wôy, ha$̆  
E@r<E@ mu$mu$ru’̂m ma$̆ , ku@ bE$rE$’wi$ 

S: [kç$˘< n$je@ be$] [n$je@ be$] [E@r<E@ n)Êy] 
O: mu$mu$ru’̂m, [mu$mu$ru’̂m n)E$̆ r<E$273], [ko$mbi&˘ wo@] be@’’m$, kç$̆ < N$gu@≡m$ te@⇒ mu$mu$r<u’̂m 

[i@ ka$y] kç$̆ < N$gu@≡m$ te@⇒ n)E@’m$ … 
I: ki$’ka@˘’m wo@’m$ 
O: … ju@wç@’m$’n$do$’y, ha$̆  ki$’ka@̆ ’m wo@’m$ ba$ gu&y<’bç$ 
I: ki$’ka@˘’m ku@wo@’m$ 
O: ki$’ka@̆ ’m ku@wo@’m$ ba$, [[kç$̆ < la&w ku@wo@’m$ mâ˘] ju@wç@’m$’n$do$’y] [ki$’ka@˘’m ku@wo@’m$ 

gu&y<’bç$], ha$˘ E@r<E@≡m$ mu$mu$r<u^’m≡∅, mu$mu$r<u$’sa@ke$lêm bu^̆  gu&˘<’ra$’m$ ku$, 
sa@ke$lem̂ [E@r<E@ ya$] [mu$mu$r<u$ dE@y<⇒]≡m$, sa@ke$lêm tE@gE@’m$’n$do$ [a@Na$y bu$’bu^̆ ], 
[mu&̆  yî’m] [sa$lâ’m ku$], [E@r<E@ mâ˘] [mu$mu$r<u$’yi@’m] gu&<’yE$, E@r<E@ sa@ke$lêm≡n$da@, 
sa@ke$lem̂ tE@gE@’m$’n$do$, [E@r<E@ ka$y] a$su@˘ [sa@ke$lêm bo$] bu$, [[E@r<E@ ta@mb’i$̆ ] [a@Na$y ba$̆ ] 
u$ru$yo@’m$’n$do$] [[[mu&̆  ta@mb’i$̆ ] ba$̆ ] u$ru$yo@’m$’n$do$], E@r<E@ [ç$r<ç$ nî˘ di$ye@’yE$], 
[[ni$˘’di$y’i^̆  be$] wo$], yâ˘ be@’m$, [[ni$˘’di$y’î˘ wo$] u@ ti@ n$] [nî˘ ti@’ti@’w$≡ra$˘], [[ç$ru@ ku$] E@r<E@ 
nE@w<E@’jÊ˘ de$] u$rç@ ye@’m$, [u$rç@ yE&’w$ de$] yâ˘ u@ ku@wo@’m$ 

                                                        
270 Asymmetrical comparative. 
271 High-pitched imitation of the sound. 
272 Unnecessary repetition of this phrase. 
273 From n)E@̆ r<E@ ‘food’. 
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S: [â˘ ye$y] [n)E$y tu$w<ô˘] n)E@’yE$ ma$ 
O: [â˘ ye$y] [n)E$y tu$w<ô˘] n)E@’yE$, ha$˘ [sa@ke$lê’m ta$mb’i$̆  ku$] [[[m$ba@ ta@mb’i$˘] ba$̆ ] 

u$ru$yo@’m$’n$do$, [[[mu$mu$r<u$ di@y<a$’m] ta$mb’i$̆ ] ba$̆ ] u$ru$yo@’m$’n$do$, [so&’m 
mu@mu$r<u$’m] ya@ bu@, du$gu@ bu@’w$ E$si@˘<, ga$̆  N$gu@’ru$ E@r<E@ bE$l’li@̆ ’y$, E@r<E@ yi$’ri@̆ ’y$, E@r<E@ 
[so&’m mu@mu$r<u$’m], [E@r<E@ ka$y] [nu&’m ta@mi@’tî˘y de@ wôy], [nu&’m mâ˘] jam̂ 
na@r<a@’m$’n$do$, E$si@̆ < u$ru$yo@’m$ gu$y<’bç$, ha$˘ [mu$mu$r<u^˘ problème] N$gu@ ku@≡m$ 

 
Beni Text 2005-1.27 
 
S: le@yla$ [a$Nây’’a$Nây ka@<’m$] 
O: le@yla$, ku@ [[mo$̆ ’pa$g’î˘ u$wç$] n)aŷ], [ku@ n)ây] le@yla$ nu@’m$, [u$wç@ [n)a@r<u$ [pe$⇒ri@’ye$y274 

su@y<çŷ sâ˘]] u@su$] wo$]275, ha$̆  [[ku@ u@su$] wo$] le@yla$ gu$y<’yE$, [le$yla$ pç$rba@] [ku@ ka$y] 
[ku@ ku@≡m$], ga$̆  ti$ti$r’lo&’m [[ji@njE$ ç$ƒç$’na@̆ m] ti@ti$r’lo$’m ka$y], [pe$ri@’ye$y bE$rE@’jE@̆ ’w$ de@ 
wôy] [u$su@ pE@ru@ wa$sa@’w$] [[ku@ na@Na$na$˘] le@yla$≡∅] wa$ gu$y<, [[u$su$ N$gu@] u@su$] te@⇒, 
le@yla$ n)a$r<u$, [ma@lE@ykE$ bu^̆  gu&̆ <’ra$276 ku$ be$] si@ye@’yE$, [nu$ kâ˘<’m] ju$wç$’w$’r’a@, 
[[[ji@njE$ ç$ƒç$’na@˘m] [nu$ kâ˘<’m] ju$wç$’w$’ri@] wa@] [ga$˘ [[[n)a@r<u$ pE@r ku$] pi@re$] bu$] wa$], 
ha$̆  [mo@˘di@bo$ be$] [â˘ sa$y] lo@, ja@NgE@ ja@NgE@ ja@NgE@ ja@NgE@ ti@n ni@, [n)a@r<u$ [pe$⇒ri@’ye$y 
su@y<çŷ sâ˘] ku$ wo@]≡m$≡ni$277 ma$˘nu$’w<u@’m$ ba$, ha$˘ [ku@ gu$n] [ku@ n)a@r<u$] le@yla$ 
ka@̆ <’ra$’w$’bç$, [ku@ n)a@r<u$] sâl sa@la@’w$, ja@NgE$ ja@NgE@’w$, [ji$njE$’di@mba@y@ wo@] bu$’w$ de@ 
wo$̆ ’wôy, [ku@ n)a@r<u$ ku$] [ji@njE$ ç$ƒç$’na@̆ m]— ma@lE@ykE$ si@ye@’yE$ wa$, [[nu$ ka$˘<] 
[ji$njE$’di@mba@y wo@] â˘ te@mbu@’m$] ma$⇒ [[sâl wo$] â˘ tE@mbu@’m$], [nu@w<o$y ka$y] 
[[ji$njE$’di@mba@y na@Na$na$̆ ] wo$] u@ tE$mbi$’bç@ de@ wôy, [ku@ n)a@r<u$ ku$] ba$ra$˘ju$ u@ bE@rE@’m$ 
ku$, [[[u$wç@ mu$su@] ba@ra$̆ ju$] ma$̆ ] mE@gE@ wa@, [u$wç@ mu$su@], [ku@ n)a@r<u$ ku$] ba$ra$̆ ju$ [u@ 
mâ˘] bu^̆  ni@’m$ ku$, [nu@w<o$y ka$y] [[nu@w<o$y a$yu@’w$ de$] [lo@ na$Ngu@ru$ dç$’y@]] u@ 
ti$’tE@mbu@’m$, [ku@ n)a@r<u$ ku$] ce@ri@ye@’yE$ wa$, [kç$̆ < N$gu@] nu@w<o$y a&y lo@ [[u@ ti@wE@’m$] 
ga$lu$ wo$]— na$Ngu@ru$ dç@̆ ’rE$ bi$’bE@rE@’w$ bE@rE@’m$’n$do$’w$, [ku$ n)a@r<u$ ku$] ce@ri@ye@’yE$ wa$, 
a@rzu@gu$, ha$̆  [kç$˘<’kâ˘< da$< wôy] [ji@njE$ ç$ƒç$’na@̆ m] [ku$ n)a@r<u$ ku$] pç@dE@’m$ ba$, a$r<a@ 
mu$su@ ku$— u$wç@ mu$su@ ku$, [[ku@ a@r<a$’gu$su$] î˘ lu@wo@ n$] [[a$r<a$’gu@su@ so$Ngu@ wo@] 
[a$r<a$’gu@su@ ta$̆ nu^̆ ]]≡∅, ha$˘ ku@ n)a@r<u$ ku$, [ku@ ba@ra$˘ju$], [[ku@≡m$ [u@ mâ˘] ni@’yE$] wa$] 
[ma@lE@ykE$ be$] hâl hâl hâl hâl yE& bu^̆  bu^̆  xxx, ba@ra@̆ ju$— [[u^̆  ma$̆ ] du@wâw bu^̆  
n)a$r<u@’m$ de$] [bu^̆  n)a$r<u@’m$ de$] [bu^̆  n)a$r<u@’m$ de$], hâl yE&’w$ de$, cinq heures 
ç$mç$̆ ’sa$l’sa$l’î˘ dç$’y@, [ku@ n)ây] u$rç@ lo@’yE$ wa$, ha$̆  N$gu@≡m$, [le@yla$, ba$rke$ [mo@̆ di@bo$ be$] 
î˘ ma$ ci@yE@’w$] N$gu@ ku@≡m$ 

S: [ku@≡m$≡n$da@ de@] [kç$˘< la&w wôy] le@yla$ N$go$⇒ 
O: [ku$ kç@rç$ la&w] [N$gu@≡m$≡n$da@ de@] ju@wç@’m$’n$do$’y$ 
S: [le@yla$ ka$’nu@’w@278 de@ ya$] n$jê˘≡∅ 
O: [le@yla$ ka$’nu@’w@] a$rsi$la’̂m [u$su@ pe$ri@’ye$y su@y<çŷ sâ˘], [u$wç@ mo&̆  pa@ƒa@ n@] [le@yla$ ka$nu@’w@ 

do@ woŷ], [u@ ma^̆ ] n)a@kE@̆ ’rE$, ka$’nu@’w@ nE@̆  [[n$je@ gi$n] ka$’nu$’w$279], [[ba$ra$̆ ju$ di$y<a$w] 
bu^̆  gu$<’w$ ku$] mi$ra@’w@ ma@⇒, a$rjE@nE$ mi$ra@’w@ ma@⇒, [mi$ra@’w@ de@ ka$y] mo$̆ ’pa$g’î˘ 
ba&’r280 ga@, [[kç$̆ < gu$ni@] u@ du$wç@’w$ ku$] [nE@̆  ka$y] te@ge@ ti$ni$m281, [ka$’ni@ ka@y< ni@] [u@ 
du$wç@’w$ ku$] 

                                                        
274 pe$ri@’ye$y ‘twenty’ is uttered here with exaggerated lengthening of the syllable pe$. 
275 Literally “on the day of the twenty-seventh night of the month.” Various emendations are possible 

(‘on the twenty-seventh night of the month’, ‘on the night of the twenty-seventh day of the 
month’). 

276 Suffix -ra$ here is invariant across subject pronominal categories (relative-clause form).  
277 Combination of clitics ≡m$ (Focus) and ≡ni$ (Object Focus). 
278 ka$’ni@’, Perfective Negative of ka@y<- ‘do’. 
279 L-toned form of Perfective Negative, after a focalized constituent. 
280 = ba$’ri@. 
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I: u@ [[nu$ ka$̆ <]282 [[kç^̆  ya$⇒] [ni$’nç$r<u@ ya@⇒]] [nu$ ka$̆ <] da@’m$] 
O: [[ku@ ku$] u@ te@ge@’tî˘ de$] [[kç$˘< gu&n] u@ ka$’nî˘] [[i@ya$ nE@̆ ] [ku@ ga@y<i$̆ ] ju@wç@’y$ de$] [[u@ mâ˘] 

te@ge@’y$] 
I: N$go@ 
S: bon [le@yla$ ka$’nu@’w@ de@] [ju@nu@gu$283 ya@ bu@] ma@⇒ N$go$ 
O: [sE@llE@ n@ bu$’w$] kç$̆ <’kâ˘< [sE@llE@ n@ bu$’w$]284 [u@ u$ru$yo@’m$’n$do$] [le@yla$ ka$’nu@’w@ de@] 

[zu@nu@gu$ ya@ so@’w@], [[ji@njE$ ç$ƒç$’na@̆ m] a$rsi$lâ’m≡ni$ tç$̆ ri$] [ka@y<285 gu$y<] 
S: ku@≡m$ ma$ 
O: ç$<hç@˘, ku@ ku@≡m$ 
 
Beni Text 2005-1.28 
 
S: [se$yta@̆ nu$’m bi$rE$] n$jê˘≡∅ 
O: [[se$yta@˘nu$’m bi$rE$] nu@’jE@’w$ de$] se$yta@˘nu$’m, [[ji@nna@̆ jo$’m ya$⇒] [se$yta@̆ nu$’m ya$⇒]] 

tu$w<ô˘≡∅ [na$r<a@ tu$w<o@] [bç&̆  tu$w<o@] 
S: []n$je@ gi$n] [mu&˘ ji@nna@̆ jo$’m≡∅] [mu&̆  se$yta@̆ nu$’m≡∅] gi$̆ <’bç$ 
O: ji@nna@̆ jo$’m nu@’jE@’w$ de$, [[a@ ku^̆ ] ma$̆ ] ji@nna@̆ jo$’m [E@r<E@ a$rsi$lâ’m]≡∅ [bu^˘ a$rsi$la$̆  [ku@ 

mâ˘] ji@nna@̆ ju$ gu&<’yE$], [sâl nu&̆  sa@la@’m$ de$] [î˘ bî˘’a@̆ da@ma$286 sâl î˘ sa@la@’m$ de$] [î˘ 
di$mbi$yi@ sa@la@’yE$], ti$ti$ri$’lo&’m ka@la$ dE@y<⇒ bu^˘ ma$˘ si$le$’r’a@, [i^̆  ti$ti$ri$’lo$’m] E@r<E@≡m$ 
[bu^˘ ti$ti$ri$’lo$’m]≡∅, bu^̆  sâl sa@la@’yE$, [[sa$l’sa$li&’m wôy] ma$̆ ] ji@nna@̆ jo$’m gu&y<’yE$, 
E@r<E@ ji@mni$’m287 gu&y<’yE$, ji@nna@̆ jo$’m ku$,  

  ha$ya$, sa@la@’m$’nE^̆  ku$, [bu^̆  cE$˘fE$˘rE$] [[ku@ be$] mâ˘], se$ytâ˘n gu&y<’yE$, ha$̆  
N$gu@≡m$ bu^̆  ka@wgu@ so@’w$ 

S: bu^̆  [mç$su@ sa$y] ka@y<’yE$ 
O: bu^˘ [mç$su@ sa$y] ka@y<’yE$, nu&˘ [u@ lo@’m$ de$] [da$˘l’li@288 de@] [u@≡n$, su@yç@’yE$], [ç$r<ç$ bu^̆  

gç@Nga$’w$ wo$] lo@ nu@̆ ’ra$’w$ de$, bu^̆ —, [bu^̆  î˘ yi@’yE$] [î˘ bu^˘ yi@’m$’n$do$̆ ’y$], [da$y< 
nu&’m≡ni$ î˘ yi$̆ ’ra$’w$ N$gu@ ga@y<i$̆ ] [bu^̆  a@Na$y î˘ yi@’yE$], î˘ bu^̆  yi@’m$’n$do$˘’y$, ha$̆  [bu^̆ ≡m$ 
se$ytâ˘n] [tç$˘n)ç$’tç#̆ n)u@ ku$] [bu^˘≡m$ se$ytâ˘n] 

S: ba$y n)E@̆ r<E$ ya$ 
I: a$wa$y’na@̆ m ba$y E@r<E@ nE@̆ , E@r<E@≡m$ [ku$nu$’tu@mbi@̆  wa$y na@y] [nu&’m ye@’m$ de$] dE&y’jE@’m$ 

gu&̆ < de$] [E@r<E@ bu@ de$], [nu&’m yE&˘’rE$ de$] [ji$re$’nî˘ E@r<E@ a$yi@’m$] ku@≡m$ ma$ 
O: non, ji$re$’nî˘, [nu@w<o$y ka$y] [u@ yE&̆ ’rE$ de$] [[N$gu@ [u@ mâ˘] ki$’kây<] gu$y< de@ woŷ], [ji@njE$ 

ç$ƒç$’na@̆ m] E@r<E@289 cE$lE$’i$rE&y [E@r<E@ ma&̆ ] ga&<’m$, yE& [[E@r<E@ do@su$] wo$] dç@̆ ’rE$’w$ de@ wôy, 
i$rE@̆ ’rE$, [ku@≡m$≡n$da@ de@ wôy] nu&̆ — [a@du@na@˘r<u@ nu&̆  du@wç@’m$’nE$] [nu&˘ 
ya$ri$yi$’wu@’m$’nE$], ha$˘ [ji@njE$ ç$ƒç$’na@̆ m sa$y] bu^̆  wo@’so@’w$, 

  n)E@̆ r<E$’m ku$, E@r<E@ [[a@ ku^̆ ] ma$˘] [n)E@̆ r<E$’m ku$] [bu^̆  yE& [[u@li$ be@] wo@] b’E$˘<’bç$], 
[[u@li$ be$] a$yu@’w$ de$] [[ku$nu$’tç@rç$ be@] a$yu@’w$ de$] [yâ˘ b’E$˘<’bç$], ha$̆  [bu^˘ ka@la$ be@ 

                                                                                                                                          
281 Also, with 2Sg imperative, te@ge@ ti@nâ. 2Pl equivalent: te@ge@ ti@nâ’n. 
282 2Sg independent pronoun u@ in apposition to a suject relative clauses headed (internally) by nu$ ka$̆ < 

‘one who’. The [nu$ ka$̆ <] is repeated (redundantly) after the NP conjunction. 
283 Variant zu@nu@gu$. From Arabic √Dnb. 
284 Unnecessary repetition of [sE@llE@ n@ bu$’w$]. kç$˘<’kâ˘< ‘(not) anything’ is logically the subject of … u@ 

u$ru$yo@’m$’n$do$ ‘doesn’t hurt you-Sg’. 
285 Singular-subject imperative. 2Pl version would be ka@y<’ni$. 
286 Fulfulde for ‘son(s) of Adam’, i.e. ‘human being(s)’. Can be expressed in Beni as a@̆ da@ma$ yi$tE$̆  

‘children of Adam’. 
287 Variant of ji@nna@̆ jo$’m. The latter is based on Fulfulde jinnaajo, while ji@mni$’m is more directly 

based on the Arabic. 
288 For /da$˘ri$’ri@/. Cf. i@ da$̆ ru@’w$ ‘it pleases me’, i@ da$̆ ru@’m$’n$do$ ‘it doesn’t please me’. 
289 This E@r<E@ (referring to awaynam) is superfluous. 
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du@290—] [[da$y< bu^˘ gu&̆ <’ra$’w$] wo$], [bu^̆  î˘ yi@’yE$] [î˘ bu^̆  yi@’m$’n$do$̆ ’y$], [u@ ma@˘] lo@’m$ 
lo@’m$, [bu^˘ ni$njE$ be$] [u@ ma@̆ ], [[bu^˘ kç$̆ < ga&m] lç$sç^̆  ga&y<’tu@’w$ do@ wôy] [[u@ lç@sç$] a&y 
pç@tç@’ti@’yE$] wa$ ç @</ç$< na$ tu$w<ç^̆  lo@ bu^˘ pi$re$ cu@bga$ nu@̆ ’rE$’w$ de@ wo$˘’wôy, [bu^˘ ka@la$ 
be$] E$su@ [u@ mâ˘] ma@̆ y’j’â˘ de@ wôy, E$su@ [u@ mâ˘] ni$’ni@’yE$ gu$y<’bç$, hâl ç$r<ç$̆ ’da@na@y 
ya@ra$m ya@ra$m, [nu&̆  ga&m bç@Nç$ be$] [yi$tE@̆  ga@y<i$˘] [nu$ dâ˘ da$< wôy], [[bu^̆  o$ro$su$] 
bu^̆ 291 mç$ƒç@ dE$yu@’w$ de$] yi@’yE$ wa$, ta&̆ , [[bu^˘ ta$̆  be@ wôy] nî˘ yi@’yE$] wa$ [yE& nu&’m, lo@ 
n)a$r<i@ cE@@̆ ru@’w$ gu$< de$] ye@’m$’n$do$’w$, ma$rgi@’ti@’yE$, [ji@njE$ ç$ƒç$’na@̆ m] [[î˘ wôy] ga$lu$ 
wo$] di@dE@w ga&y<’so@’w$, ha$̆  bu^˘≡m$ n)E@̆ r<E$, [bu^̆  î˘ yi@’yE$] [î˘ bu^̆  yi@’m$’n$do$̆ ’y$], [bu^̆  
ka@la$] [bu^˘≡m$ n)E@̆ r<E$], [gç^w⇑ gç^w⇓] gç@’yE$ gç@’yE$ 

S: [bu^̆  ka$y] mç$su@ [nu&̆  mâ˘] ka@<’m$’nE$ de$, — 
O: [bu^̆  ka$y] mç$su@ [nu&̆  mâ˘] bu^̆  ka$y<] jo$̆ ’ra@, [bu^˘ ka$y], [bu^˘ ka$y] 
S: i@bi@li@̆ sa$’m ku$, E@r<E@≡m$ a&m$≡∅ ku@≡m$ 
O: i@bi@li@̆ sa$’m E@RE@≡m$ E@RE@≡m$ E@RE@≡m$ E@RE@≡m$ se$yta@̆ n’u$m E@RE@≡m$ a$ba$lci@nnE$’m, E@r<E@≡m$ 

nu@w<o$y, Jeff [E@r<E@ ma@̆ ] mi@ni@si@ri$’m≡∅ E@r<E@ gu&<’m$ ku@≡m$ E@rE@≡m$, [mç$su$ E@r<E@ 
ka@<’m$’n$do$’w$ wo$̆ ’wôy] N$go$, [[u@ cE@lE$] wo$] [E$su@ wôy] ga&<’m$’n$do$, [mç$su@ sa$y] [[u@ 
cE@lE$] wo$] ga&<’m$, mç$su@ u@ ma$̆ nu$’w<u@’m$, [u@ ma@˘] [[mç$su$ N&] ka@y<292] wa@ gu&<’m$, 
[[mç$su$ N&] ka@y<] wa@ gu&<’m$, pa@̆ ya$ wa$ ga$, mç$su@ sa$y tç@̆ ru@’m$, E@r<E@ ka$y 

S: u@ di$mbi$yi@ wa$yu@’w$ de$  
O: u@ di$mbi$yi@ wa$yu@’w$ de$, [E@r<E@ ma@˘] hâl [go$Ngo$ro@ pi@re$] yç@ƒç@’m$ gu$y<’bç$, xxx ha$̆  ku@ ku$, 

[bi@si$mi$lâ˘y gu$<’w$ de@ woŷ] [yâ˘ dç$rç@ go@’m$] ba$, [ku@ ni@˘wo$] a$rsi$lâ’m [[u@ ma@˘] kç$̆ < 
u@ ka@<’m$ bôy] [bi@si$mi$lâ˘y gu&y<293] wa@, [bi@si$mi$lâ˘y gu$<’w$ de$] [yâ˘ yç$ƒç@ wa$ngu@’m$] 
ba$ 

S: [nu@w<o$y bu^̆  gu&<’m$ ba$y] nu@̆ ’ra$’y] se$yta@̆ n’u$m≡∅ gi&̆ <’yE$ ma$⇒ [i@ ka$y], ji@nna@˘jo$’m 
ku@≡m$ gi&̆ <’yE$ ma$⇒, ç$̆ < i@bi@li@̆ sa$’m ku@≡m$ gi&̆ <’yE$ ma$⇒ 

O: ç@<hç$< 
S: E@r<E@ mâ˘, nu@w<o$y [E@r<E@ mâ˘] [ç$mç^̆  i@nji@ri@̆ ’rE$ de$] [se$ytâ˘n mu&̆  be@̆ ≡n$] tç@̆ ru@’m$ wa$ [mu&̆  

lo@] [mu&̆  ji@ya@] mu&̆ — [lo@ nu&’m ji@yE@̆ ’w$ de$] ya@’n$,294 [E@r<E@ ma@˘] nu&’m ji$yE@ bE$rE@’jE@’m$ 
wôy ma$⇒ [ka@NNE$ gi$go$ro$’ni&’m295—] [E@r<E@≡m$ a&m$≡∅ ku@≡m$] [[â˘ ye$y] pi$re$] 

O: E@r<E@ ku$ ji@nn—, o$˘ [se$yta@̆ n’u$m ku$] E@r<E@≡m$, ç$mç^̆  i@nji@ri@̆ ’rE$ de@ wôy, [a@ nu^̆ ] n)a$r<u@ 
mç$̆ lu@’m$, ha$˘ u^̆  [[N$gu@ da@˘] lo@’w$ de$] [N$gu@ ku$] bi@ra@’n$, u^̆  [[N$gu@ da@˘] lo@’w$ de$] [N$gu@ 
ku$] bi@ra@’n$, u^̆  [[N$gu@ da@̆ ] lo@’w$ de$] [N$gu@ ku$] bi@ra@’n$, a@Na$y [a@ nu^̆ ] tç@̆ ru@’m$ ba$, lo@ ma$ 
de$, u@ [a$Nây n)a$y] yE&’w$, wi@ [[a$mâ˘n ya$⇒] [a$mâ˘n ya⇒]] ja&̆ r ni@ i@ ka@y< ni$, [â˘ ye$y] 
E@ru@’m bo@’b’â˘296 [a^̆  ye$y] n)a$w<a@˘’r’a$̆ , [[ya&’m ya⇒] [[E@r<E@ ç@Nç$rç$] ya$⇒]] ja&̆ r ni@ i@ 
ka@y< ni$, [â˘ ye$y] E@ru@’m bo@’b’â˘ [ya&’m go@̆ ’rE$], mu&̆  ya$ yE&’w$ de$ a@Na$y gu&<’m$ ba$, a$ [u@ 
kç$y<] kç$̆ < la&w bi$rE$’ru@’w@, diy<a@’w wo@, [ti$ya&m ya@⇒ ↓ti$ya&m ya@⇒ n)a$Ngi$ri$’y$] [a$ u@ 
ka@la$ kç$̆ < la&w bi$rE$’ru@’w@], [[[a$mâ˘n ya$⇒] [a$mâ˘n ya⇒]] i@ ja&˘r ni@] [[a^̆  ye$y] tu&̆  
su@yç@ n@] [tu$w<ô’m bç$Ngç$] ti@wE@̆ ’rE$, u@≡m$ bi@rE@ bi$rE$, [[ka@NNE$ go$ro$] a$yu@’w$ de$] [[E@r<E@ 
mâ˘] ni@’m$] ba$, [[ka@NNE$ go$ro$] a$yu@’w$ de$] [[E@r<E@ mâ˘] ni@’m$] ba$, [nu$ u@ ja$̆ ru@’ma$ ku$] 

                                                        
290 du@ (perhaps cut off) is obscure. The Pl be@ following bu^̆  ka@la$ is disapproved of by my assistant, but 

recurs in the same speaker’s speech below (bu^˘ ka$la$ be$). 
291 The two 3Pl bu^̆  pronouns in this sentence have disjoint reference. If they were coindexed, we 

would have gotten [â˘ o$ro$su$] ‘their (own) clothing’. 
292 Singular-subject imperative. 
293 Singular-subject imperative. 
294 Plural-subject imperative (cf. singular ya@ ‘come!’). See also bi@ra@’n$ ‘work-Pl!’ just below. 
295 Can also be expressed, more regularly (in terms of tonological rules), as [ka$NNE$’gi$go$ro$]’ni&’m, with 

L-toned ka$NNE$ ‘gold’. Cf. ka@NNE$ gi$go$ro$ ‘hat of gold’ (tones suggesting a possessive structure), 
gi$go@ro@ ‘hat’. 

296 Plural form, incorrectly agreeing with the two people involved. Emend to singular: E@ru@’m b’Ê˘ ‘there 
used to be friendship’. Likewise in the parallel passage just below. 
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[[[lç$sç$’wo$˘]’wo@ ya@ b’E$̆ <’bç$] yi$’ru@’w@] [[ti$wE$’r’a@ de@] [lç$sç$’wô˘ wi$’wo@’yE$]], [u@ ka$y] 
bi@rE@ bi$rE$’ru@’w@, a$̆  [[ka@NNE$ go$ro$] a$yu@’w$ de$] [[nu$ nu&’m ji@yE@’m$ ku$] mâ˘], ha$̆  [ja&˘r 
ni@] [u@ ka@y< ni$] [nu&’m [a@ ta@w<y<a$’m] ji$yE@’ti^̆ ], [E@r<E@ mâ˘]297 [[ka@NNE$ go$ro$] a$yu@’w$ 
de$] [E@r<E@ mâ˘] ni@’m$ ba$ 

S: se$yta@̆ n’u$m—  
O: se$yta@˘n’u$m≡∅ ku@ bi@rE@’m$ 
S: bu^̆  ç$m ku$ 
O: ç$<hç@<, E@r<E@≡m$ ku@ bi@rE@’m$ 
S: ku@≡m$≡bE$ 
O: N$gu@≡m$ E@r<E@ bi@rE$ 

                                                        
297 [E@r<E@ mâ˘] is repeated (superfluously) in this VP chain. 


